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INTERNATIONAL mediators ap-
peared to make progress on Wednes-
day on extending the truce in Gaza, 
encouraging Hamas militants to 
keep freeing hostages in exchange 
for the release of  Palestinian prison-
ers and further relief  from Israel’s 
air and ground offensive. The cease-
fire will otherwise end within a 
day.

A source close to the militant 
group said on Wednesday that Ha-
mas is willing to extend a truce for 
four days and release more Israeli 
hostages in exchange for Palestinian 
prisoners.

Hamas on Wednesday “informed 
the mediators that it is willing to ex-
tend the truce for four days,” a 
source close to the militant group 
said on condition of  anonymity.

With 60 Israeli hostages and 180 

Palestinian prisoners already re-
leased and more set to walk free on 
Wednesday under the agreement, 
conflict mediator Qatar said nego-
tiators were working for a “sustain-
able” ceasefire.

Israel has welcomed the release of  
hostages in recent days and says it 
will maintain the truce if  Hamas 
keeps freeing captives. But it also 
says it is committed to its other ma-

jor goal—the annihilation of  the 
armed group that has ruled Gaza for 
16 years and orchestrated the deadly 
attack on Israel that triggered the 
war. 

Weeks of  heavy aerial bombard-
ment and a ground invasion have 
demolished vast swaths of  northern 
Gaza and killed thousands of  Pales-
tinians. But it seems to have had lit-
tle effect on Hamas’ rule, evidenced 
by its ability to conduct complex ne-
gotiations, enforce the cease-fire 
among other armed groups, and or-
chestrate the smooth release of  hos-
tages. Yehya Sinwar and other Ha-
mas leaders have likely relocated to 
the south, along with hundreds of  
thousands of  displaced Palestinians 
who have packed into overflowing 
shelters. The Biden administration 
has told Israel that if  it resumes the 
offensive it must operate with far 
greater precision.  Agencies

Mediators look to extend 
truce between Hamas & Gaza
Up to now, 60 Israeli hostages, 180 Palestinian prisoners have been released

Palestinians cook bread by their  destroyed 
homes in Kuza’ a Gaza Strip |  AFP


