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CBI starts Odisha
train crash probe,
speaks to rail staff

Causing death by
negligence among
IPC sections in FIR

RAVIK BHATTACHARYA
Bahanaga, June 6

AS PART OF its probe into the
Odisha train accident, the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation on
Tuesday visited the Bahanaga
railway station, its panel room,
record roomandrelayroom,and
spoke to staff present there.

The June 2 incident involv-
ing two passenger trainsand a
goods train claimed 275 lives.

The CBIhasstarted itsinves-
tigation based on an initial FIR
registered by the Government
Railway Police (GRP) at Balasore
police station.

It has been filed against
unknown persons under IPC
sections 304 A (death by negli-
gence), 337 (negligent and rash
act endangering human life),
338 (causinggrievous hurt)and
34 (actwith common intention).

Sections of the Railway Act
1989 have also been invoked,
including 153 (wilful neglect
endangering safety of persons
travelling in railways), 154
(endangering safety of persons
travellingin railwaybyrashneg-
ligent act or omission) and 175
(any railway servant on duty
endangering the safety of any
person).

Inapressstatement,the CBI
said it has “registered a case on
the request of the Ministry of
Railways,consent of the Odisha
Governmentand furtherorders
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- Deal Deal Date | Mame of Bormowen Co-bormawer Name of the Co-borrower/Guarantor YOM | Reagistration Engine No Chassis No Repo Date Madel Vehicle Parked With
Guaranfon SuccessonHers Mo
1 |WNID2547C | 240052022 | MUMTAZ RAHEER DILHAM FAIZ| | 2022 | BRITAAGO91 ] KIOCN1018023 MAITFCB2SNE154123 11582023 MARUTI CELERIO 2021 NEW BS B JAHAR DATTA
2 |WCCD2627C) 61212019 | BIKASH KUMAR GAUTAM KUMAR SINGH | 2015 | WBD4GTE03 | D3IFAFM484257 MALATAIDLFM 153485 | 2210102023 HYUNDAI XCEMT S DIESEL manoj bEwas
3 |WCYDMIR4C | 18032019 | SUKHMINDER SURINDERE EALR | 2014 | WB04G0458 D13AB067 79T MAIFSEB1S00468060 | 2211212022 MARLTI SWIFT DZIRE TOUR 1248 CCBS IV global udyog
4 |WCYIHEGC EEEu‘-.‘fIBJ?ﬂ‘!‘& SANJT KUMAR PROMILA RAY RAY | 2014 | WB19GS5416 D13A5095802 MAIFSEB1S04TEADS SM112020 MARLTI SWIFT DZIRE TOUR 1248 CC BS IV mijanur hossain laskar
5 |WMI01437C|16/08/2022 | CHANDANA GAUTAM | 2014 | WB32F6503 FAON5303260 MAIEUARTSO0521763 | 52023 MARLITI NEW ALTD 800 LXI BS IV i@y bharat corporation
§ |WNOD1626C| 31172023 | RABINDRA ROY SAMTAMA ROY | 2003 | WEBG4 B0 FEDOME1S2 109 MAJEUABTSO0ITOGDT | 260412023 MARLITI MEW ALTO 800-5TD BS IV BAJLA MOTORS PYT LTD
7 |WABDOTT4D | 16/2/2019 | PRABHAT BiKASH PATRA | 2019 WBETD253 E1L84342570 MAT46BE21J5P31217 115{2023 TATALPT 311852/B5-IV h m parking
B |WBB01848D | 3110872020 SIYADAT CHOWDHURY SETARA CHOWDHURY MATABBAR SEKH | 2020 | WB75A5307 | 6B6AZ20D06102G63836453 | MATTGT016L3G0G172 | 24/06/2023 | TATA SIGNA 2823 K BS VI FULLY BUILT TIPP bardhaman parking
4 W{IE&EEWDEEH-‘DE'?NB JHARMNA SINGHA SHNEHASHIS SINGHA RAY | 2019 | WB15D5586 | ISBESS1604081L6375172 MAT3IBS042J2P29322 28/04/2023 TATALPT 1615 COWL BS4 guha parking
S (V) ri name 's 10 |WCCH25050 | 161072019 | JHARNA SINGHA SHEHASHIS SINGHA RAY | 2019 | WEB15D6836 | ISBS9B4S1B0T191J63805436 | MATS2603I6KZ)11694 2810452023 TATA LPT 1318 CRE BS IV guha parking
° o eoge 11 |WCEOQQ23D | 31/07/2019 | SLIBRATA DAS SUBINGY DAS | 2016 | WB23Da032 GBHI415452 MBIKADYD3IGRAPIOAS | 2210502023 AL 3T1BIL BX2 6100MM 2400 BS 1 shanti bhumi parking yard
h 19 hest civilian 12 |WCHOOA160 | 28104/2018] IMRAN ROADWAYS ABID HOSSAIN SIDDIK| [ 2018 | WE11D9833 JEPZ117628 METKACHOXJPECOA31 | 271052023 AL 3116 8X2 6100MM 240 BS IV dey logistics & services pvl Iid
awa rd to M urmu 13 WCHC-:}EH?'[}EEEH{IJJ‘?CWE IMRAN ROADWAYS ABID HOSSAIN SIDDIKI 2018 | WB11D9659 JERPZ11792T MBIKACHDSJPECS44T | 31/05/2023 AL 3116 8x2 6100MM 240 BS IV dey logistos & services put Hd
14 |WCKIDDSVE | 30/05/.2020 | ALIMADDIN PARULI MOUMNDAL | 2020 | WBSZAYSIEE HODZ7 2351 RAJIDXKTHOZOS6950 | 28042023 JCB 30X XTRA ECT EXCELLEMNCE manoj biswas
PRESIDENT DROUPADI MURMU 15 |WCS014130 | 14/06:2022 | SELIM MONDAL DILARA MONDAL | 2011 | WB23C3B05 11663163371 MATAE6417TB2G17313 | 2310502023 TATALPT 3118:56 a. b. parking centre
President Droupadi Murmu has 16 |WCY00264D| 11872019 | ABUL HASAN ZEBA SHAHEEN | 2019 | WB25Ja660 | ISBES91604091ER3TH4362 | MAT395042K2E07621 | 19/05/2023 TATALPT 1615 CR BSIV maa parking
been conferred with Suriname's 17 |WCYD0353D | 2310672022 | SUBRATA SHEFALI PARLI | 2013 | WB19GH016 S1FG3445272 MAT44B022F1F14519 | 230612023 TATA LPT 2618 CAB CHASSIS BS4 maa parking
highest civilian award by her coun- 18 |WWG00991D | 91212020 | IMAMUDDIN SARFUDDIN MALLIK | 2020 | WB33EGE4D LEFZ105221 ME1GBDHDALPBLET3Z | 29/04/2023 | ASHOK LEYLAND 1920 FULLYBUILT TIPFER B36 jay bharat corporation
terpart Chand];ikapersad Santokhi 19 |WMIDOT180 | 18/10/2019 | RABINDRANATH PATRA, LATARAMI PATRA | 2019 | WB31A3735 EG424CDKEZ2E3131 MC2ZABHRCOKEDT1 7893 | 29042023 | EICHER PRO 5019H HSD WP BS4 NGB 18FT 108 jay bharat corporation
tohonourthe deep-rootedbilateral 20 WI'.HCIEI.'I‘T'?D-' 20062020 UMA SANKAR BHUMMA BHUNIA | DEBAPRASAD BHUNLA BHUNIA BIRENDRA MATH BHLINLA : 2020 | WB20BO295 | BS.GBEATRIDOI02463824051 MATTSE001L1B01212 120572023 TATALPT 35128 / 52 COWL BS V| jay bharat corporation
ties.Murmu arrived in Suriname on a4 WMDEEEQD EEMEI':.}UE? IBRAHIM SEXKH MOJAMMEL HOQUE | 2012 | WBGSDAGES | B581B03121B84046258 MAT448050CTC10708 2023 TATALPT 251848 TC TILT CAB BS Il saklimaoy karmakar
Sunday on a three-day state visit- | 22 |} Er_wgugym- 5172022 | MOSTAK WD BISHU | 2021 | WBSAC8397 | SLNGDICR2THYX516531 | MAT790203M7H13884 | 552023 | TATAULTRA 1918 BS Vi FULLY BUILT GOODS farakka parking zone
herfirstsinceassumingofficein July 23 |WNS00382D | 2611012022 | SOLEMAN ABU TALEB | 2018 | WB59B8358 JOPZ121255 MEINACHDOJPDD2726 | 19/05/2023 AL N 3718 BS4 jahar datta
lastyear.Shewas conferredwith the 24 |WNS003920 | 812/2022 | MAYANAND BIDHAN CHAKRABORTY 2011 | WBZ5DA0%4 11AB2980379 MAT466403B2B03235 | 18/04/2023 TATALPT 311856 biplab kumar singha
highest civilian honour of Suriname 25 | WABD2002C | 11102018 | PRABHAT MANISHA GHOSH | 2018 | WBaEDO022 FEDNGOS0838 MAIEUAG1S00DI4283 | 1310502023 MARLITI MEW ALTO 800 LXI BS IV h m parking
‘Grand Orderofthe Chain of the Yel- 76 |WCC0Z261C | 23007/2013 | LAXMIKANTA SHIBANI DAS | 2013 | WBO0ZADE141 D13AZ163410 MA3FJEB1S00335218 | 1511272016 | MARUTI SWIFT DZIRE TOUR 1248 CC BS IV mano] Diswas
low Star by the President of Suri- |27 [WCHOS00C 51087021 | 847 AKTAR KA [ 2021 | WBTPBGETTE | BAWAMOSEQ25344 | WEEBBAQUSWATISHH2 | 2605023 | RENAULTKWIORXLWTBSVI dey ogsics & senices piT
name at a ceremony held at the 28 | WCVI2eTeE | 25.1{['1’1:'19 SEKH MOTALEB TASLIMA BEGLUM | 205 | WB1BACT1T2 K12MNI033951 MAIIMTEI SKR231010 1021 MARLITI WaAGDH R ZXI AGS 1.2L utsa parking
Presidential Palace here, her office |23 |WCYOTO2C  T1072076| SADDAN FOSSAN DEVA VD WD WUSTAQLE [ 077 | WBOiH4ba2 | OSFARWATOOZ) | WALATATOLWWZSTATA |290Z2025|  WYUNOWXCENTCORIPOWDESEL | moaparkng
said in a statement in New Delhi. 30 |WMJD1708C | 151272021 | CHANDAN BHARAT BARLUMN BHARATI | 2041 | WBSUERIED FEONGEZ5050 MAIEUAB1500J32454 HHES MARLITI NEW ALTO 800 LX] lD:I BS VI 2y bharat corparation
PTI 31 |WHNGT125C ) 101/2020 | SUNU SENGHA DHAMANJAY SINGHA BHAGAWATI SINGHA | 2020 | WBT3IF5372 D3FBEMS03063 MaLAT41 ELEM 396009 TH22022 | HYUNDA XCENT CROH PRIME T PLUS DIESEL biswakarma parking zone
32 'WCCIH406L | 24072022 1 KARLUMNA GOPAL PALIL | 2022 | WBOTKD414 JNHOZEIETP MB1AAZZETNRGY7174 | 200802023 | ASHOK LEYLAMD DOET STROMNG HSD BS VI utsa parking
NIRF2023:1IM 33 |WCED0244L | 28102020 ] QUAZISARIF KAZIFAZILA BEGAM | 2020 | WB25K5182 TLL4KB2651 MATZP2TLKLEKZ8643 | 16/05/2023 | MAHINDRA BOLERQ MAXI TRUCK PLUS 1.2 BSVI ulsa parking
I(OZhikOde into tOp 3 34 |WCEDD305L fEEf{IEI'EEIH MAMIU CHITTARAMJAN SARKAR 2021 | WB EEEI F4a74 MJEZ40E6B35 MB1AIGCDX l‘-1HJI".-1EI_'E-E1 19/05/2023 | AL ECOMMET 1615 HSD DAY CABIN 22 FT BSWI sunny auto parking
J5 |WCHOQZ07L | 1102019 | RAMJAN SENAPATI RiMA SEMAPATI | 2012 | WB11ES3E3 CLE4HOEAT3 MATGL2CLHKZH 15974 BELA0EE MAHINDREA LOADKING 4T LWB HED BS [V dey logistics & senices pt Itd
MAKINGITS RECENT Je VWCHOO308EL | 30082019 ) IMRAN ROADWAY S CHANDHNI SIDDIGUE | 2013 | WB11E5796 DEHS0Z2378P MBTAGI4KOKRDTO354 | 1710502023 ASHOK LEYLAND PARTHER BS54 day logistics & services pwt Hd
Financial Times a7 [WCHD0308L | 30/06/2019 | IMRAN ROADWAYS CHANDNI SIDDIQUE | 2019 | WB11E56E7 FKHE01850P MB1AG34KEKRERSS1E | 17/05/2023 ASHOK LEYLAND PARTNER BS4 dey logistics & services pvt Ild
Rankings debut all the 3 I WCHIO0L | 300082018 | IMRAN ROADWAYS CHANDNI SIDDIQUE | 2019 | WB11ESTT4 EKH502286P MB1AGI4KAKRERS30S | 170602023 ASHOK LEYLAND PARTNER BS54 dey logistics & services pvl lid
more special, IIM 39 |WCHOO311L | 30/08/2019 | IMRAN ROADWAY'S CHANDNI SIDDIGUE 20192 | MLOTAEDGS JEKPZ 160720 METARPTCIKPEJOTAT | 1810502023 AL GUREL010 HSD dey logistics & senvices pwt itd
Kozhikode has attained Rank 3 40 |WCHO0321L| 11012019 | ANJAN SENAPATI RANJAN SENAPAT | 2019 | WB11E5875 TGJ4KE2530 MATHAZTGDJIL10044 | 10/5/2023 MAHINDRA DI 3200 HSD PS BS54 dey logistics & services pt i
in the NIRF India Rankings 41 |WCHO0385L | 231272019 SUMIT DAS SULATA DAS I 2019 | WB11ET823 DKHO34985P METAAZZEGKRDTI1986 | 252023 ASHOK LEYLAND DOST LS BS IV dey logistics & services pyt lid
2023: Management, released 42 |WCHO0M00L | 160772020 | BISWANT KOLEY KOLEY ASHOK MALIK TAPAN MALIK | 2020 | WB15D7463 TNL4FADT 24 MATZUZTNKL1G31223 | 20405/2023 BOLEROQ PIK P FB PS 1.3T XLBS VI ulsa parking
todayby the Ministry of 43 |WOHD04280 170052020 SUJIT ETIHALDER | 2020 | WBO7J9306 BLHOZ&715F MB1AAZZEBUREFEI05 1152023 AL DOST PLUS LS CBC BS VI utsa parking
Education. Minister of State for 44 |WCHOO0564L | 11012021 | DIPANKAR MUNMUN CHAKRABORTY 2021 | WB135212 LMEZ413421 MB1AIGCDOMRLI4TAT | 10672023 ASHOK LEYLAND 1615 BS VI dey logistics & services pvi itd
Education and External Affairs, 45 WCHDE&DELELEEF{IE-L‘E‘DEE APURBA RAJKUMAR PRAMANIK | 2022 WE135511 NMHZ401803 MB1AIGCDTMRMUSEYT | 17062023 | ASHOK LEYLAND E COMET 1615 HSD BS V| maa parking
Dr RajkumarRanjan Singh 46 |WCHOOE11L | 2000472022 | GANESH DAS RUPALI DAS | 2022 | WB23IF6236 3 3LNGDOBNY X524530 MATTASO05MTNZ04 34 HE2023 TATALPT 1212 DCR 42 HSD BS W1 jay bharat corporation
released the'India Rankings 47 WE-SDEITTI]L’ESI]-WE‘.I'ED':EI 2K JAHANGGIR AL FaHIMA BIBT INAN ALI MOLLA { 2019 [ WB25K1505 TBK1L94344 MA1ZUATERRILAS340 | 25052023 M&M BOLERO PICK UP FB PS 1.25T B3 IV farakika parkimg zone
Report for2023" By climbing up 48 |WCS00817L|15/092020 | DEBASISH GHOSH MALATI GHOSH LT RAJEN GHOSH | 2020 | WB25K4580 CLHO23621F MB1AAZZEZLRCF2233 | 16/08/2023 | = ASHOK LEYLAND DOST PLUS LS HSD BS W a. b. parking centre
twosslots from the previousyear, |4 |WCSOU923L 760272021 PARITOSH DAS TARAMANI DAS | 2021 | WBBGSTTE | TNMICASEEE | WATZUZTNKMICZ3862 | 29052025 |  MAMBOLEROPICKUP 251 PSBS6 | forakkaparkng zone
[IMK has displaced IIM Calcutta 50 |WCSO1104L | 26/07/2022 | BANKIM SLIBHASINI MANDAL | 2022 | WB25L2831 TNNTF73534 MAIZUZTNKNTFS8865 | 16/05/2023 BOLEROPIK-UPFBPS 1.TTXLBS W a. b, parking centre
fromthetop 3spotandisnow  [57[WCSOTI72L [ 3072022 SOURAY SHIPRADUTTA [Z0%8 [ WeTTNIZES | TBUAGSUZT | WAIZPZTBRIZASAOTO | V2023 | WAFINDRABOLERO WX TRUCKPLUSBSW | o b parkngcente
placed at 3rd rank overall. 52 |WGCVO0575L| 1122019 | SABIR KHAN ASHWA KHATOON | 2019 | WB11EZ560 TEK1A24723 MATZNZTBKKIA14512 | 12502023 Bolero Pik_up FB PS - Mahindra DI Engine. utsa parking
FE BUREAU 53 'WCWDDB0EL | 31032019 ABDUL ALIM MALLIK SWAPAN KOLE ’ 219 | WEB1sD5602 497 TC41APYBOO0ET MATSOT211KEADDZ238 121552023 TATALPT 209 BS IV fquha parking
54 |WCVDO729L | 311102018 | PRASENJIT DURLAV MALLIKA DURLAY | 2019 | WB15D7095 TBK1JT8T7EY MATZURTBKRIJT2T0S | 1152023 | MAHINDRA BIG BOLERC PICKUP CBC1.5TON BS4 ulsa parking
Key role of Indiain 55 [WCVO00983L| 3152021 | SUNILKUMAR ASHALATA SHAW | 2021 | WEB1508350 TNM1D57029 MATZUZTNKM1D37428 | 15/05/2023 | M&M BIG BOLERC PIK-UP FB 1.7TPS BS VI utsa parking
maklng dmgS: WHO 56 'I."I.T_E‘r’EIEIE-’f-H_E S209 | JASAN JAHAMARA PAIK 219 WBOT 2087 TEK1AZ2096 MATZNZTBEET1AT2102 | 17052023 MAHINDRA BOLERO PICK UP FB 2WD BSIV . a. b. parking n:.entre
o7 |WCYDDST4L | 220672022 | RUPAM KUMAR TAPAN JAMA | 2022 WhBarsaia TLNADTTOT3 Mt ZWZTLNEDA5145 290413023 BOLERG CITY PICKUP 14 P5SBS 6 biswakarma parking zone
INDIA PLAYED A key role 58 |WCZ00159L | 1211020201 SUMIT KUMAR KANTI MISRA | 2020 | WEB15D7906 TLLAHO3R18 MATZPZTLKLEJ48451 | 30/05/2023 BMT PLUS PS 1.2T BS VI utsa parking
globally inthe deVCIOpment of 55 |WCZ00297L | 3103/2022 | SOUMODIP LALITA SAHA | 2022 [ WB11F3110 AMHOS5TTEP ME1AB4ZEIMRTZI04 180572023 ASHOK LEYLAND BADA DOST |4 LX BS VI fanmay parking cenire
vaccines and manufacturing of 60 [WMIODE13L | 20/12/2021 | MITHU KARTTIF GIRI | 2021 | WB3I1A5653 THRMTMS2135 MATZUZTHNEMIM3 1580 | 271042023 BOLERD PIK-UP FB PS 1I!'_HL BS W1 maa durga muri mill
di-ugs, diagnostics and ._E-T WMIDDES53L | 28/06/2022 | MITHU __E':F&TI'IH GIRI l 2022 | WBIMAG150 ~ TNN1D57213 MATZUZTHENIDA0343 | 29/04/2023 BOLERO PIK-UPFEPS1.7T XLBE VI maa durga i rrill
therapeutics in the three years of B2 |WMKD1288L | 16/04/2021 | TAPAS RAJIB GOSWAMI ARUN KUMAR GOSWAMI | 2021 WHE494220 JALMNGDOeAY X502T01 MATTREOOIMTBOZETT | 2300602023 TATA LPK 812/DCRS 2T LBT TIPPER BS VI jay bharat corporation
the pandemic, WHO chief 63 |WNDOOO4OL | 25/09/2019] DEBABRATA ROY SUSHAMA ROY | 2019 | WET1B4890 TBK1HT2039 MATZM2TBKKIHT2039 | 18/05/2023 | MAHINDRABOLERO PIK UP CBC MS 1.3T sunny auto parking
scientist Ieremy Farrarsaid on g4 |WNDOD119L | 972020 | MANCUT ROY ANIMA ROY CHINTA MOHAN ROY | 2020 ( WBT1BS5900 TLL4BEEDZS MATZP2TLELBCITIT 16/06/2023 BMT PLUS MS 1.2TBS VI suniny-aubo parking
Tuesday, Dr Fa_rrar,who is G2 |WHDOB2L | 1111272020 | BHAGEYASHWAR EAMNIEA ROY | 2020 | WBT1BT7037 TLLALS0464 MA1ZPZTLRLELIS165 | 24/05/2023 BMT PLUS M5 1.2TBS VI sunny auto parking
attending thethird G20 Health 65 [WCFUOSGSE 27022017 UTTAN KUWAR 0AS _PRATIMADAS L I I AL 714304267 | 79052029 | PUTZWEISTER CONCRETE PUNP BSATA0A | doy logiscs & serices pia_
Working Group meeting here, 67 |WCFQO9BEE | 2032017 | UTTAM KUMAR DAS PRATIMA DAS | 217 UN-REG JIL1T003002 JIL17003002 2300512023 JAYPEE MiX BATCH PLANT EX 10500 dey logistics & services pyl Hd
praised India forthe way ithas 58 [WMIDDZ4BE | 31082079 KARTIK FRAMILA MAITY | 2018 UM-REG M2Z1446 M2Z1445 T KOMATSU EXCAVATOR PG T1 jay bharat corporation
hosted the G20 presidency despite For any queries or inspection of the vehicles, please contact us at: Indusind Bank Limited, Duckback House, 2nd Floor, 41, Shakespeare Sarani Sarani, Kolkata - 700017
complications Call : 03322875615 Last Date : 14th June, 2023
an.dt(.er.lsio.ns. One of the The Borrower/Co-borrower/Guarantor/SuccessonHeirs concemed are hereby once again called upon to clear their dues before the above mentioned last date, failing which shall be constrained to sell the vehicle and recover from them further loss, if any.
priorities is health emergency Authorized Officer
preventlon{ preparedness and Date: 7th June, 2023 | Kolkata www.indusind.com
response with afocuson
antimicrobial resistance. PTI % Now view, Select and bid on your favourite two wheelers or cards online! Register on induseasywheels.indusind.com totally FREE of cost
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CBl officials inside t estatlon manager's office at Bahanaga

Bazar railway station in Odisha's Balasore district. partHaPauL

from DoPT (Govt. of India)”. A
six-member CBIteamarrived at
the site of the accident around
11 am and inspected it, before
visiting Bahanaga Bazarrailway
station, where a huge contin-
gent of railway police was
already present.

Investigators first checked
the panel room of the station,
which displayed the signalling
system.They later spoke to offi-
cials in the record room, and
were also seen inspecting the
railway station. All officials
working at the railway station
were present.

Accordingtosources,the CBI
has asked the Railways for doc-
umentsand physicaland digital
logs from before and after the
accident.

Agency officials have also
started recording statements of
officials present at the station.

The panel room,which dou-
blesupasthe station manager’s
room,was the focus of the probe.
It houses the panel board and
video display unit which runs
the signalling system for all

passing trains.

Sources said the station
premises do not have CCTV
cameras.

According to sources, the
Bahanaga Bazar station has one
station manager and three sta-
tion superintendents, apart
from other staff.

Thesstation superintendents
and station manager generally
take turns manning the panel
room.

Sources said the station
superintendent who manned
the panel ontheeveningofJune
2wasalsotaken toKharagpurto
depose before the Commis-
sioner of Railway Safety.

Meanwhile, at the railway
crossing near the site of the
tragedy, workers were seen
puttingupnewboombarriersas
ahuge contingent of policemen
stood guard. A staff member
from the station, speaking on
condition of anonymity, said: “I
was scheduled tobe on dutythat
evening. I had to attend a mar-
riage ceremony and took leave.
Someone else was at my place”

Brothers facing fraud charges in India flourish in Nigeria

WILLIAM CLOWES
June 6

ATACEREMONY in November,
the Nigerian government cele-
brated the discovery of as many
as 1 billion barrels of oil in the
country’sarid northeast,almost
1,000 kilometers (621 miles)
away from the crude-rich Niger
Delta.Thestate’s partnersinthe
multi-billion dollar project in
the impoverished, landlocked
corner of the country is a com-
pany founded by two brothers
from India. The siblings have
builtthelargestindependent oil
company in Africa’s biggest
crude producing nation even
asIndiapursues themascrim-
inals —accusing them of perpe-
trating “one of the largest eco-
nomic scams in the country.”

Now, as newly elected Presi-
dentBolaTinubu setsambitious
targets for Nigeria’s hydrocar-
bons sector, companies created
by the brothers, Nitin and
Chetan Sandesara, seem poised
for an increasingly prominent
role — especially as interna-
tional oil giants such Shell Plc
and ExxonMobil Corp. retreat
from the West African country.
“This discovery will provide a
multiplicity of opportunityand
great prosperity for Nigeria,”
Tinubu said at the November
event. Sworn in on May 29, he
was the ruling party’s presiden-
tial candidate at the time. The
selection of afirm owned by the
family of the duo branded as
fugitives by India to drill wells
for the project is just the latest
sign of howNigeria has provided
thebrothersahaven,effectively
insulating them from troubles
back home. Indian Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s govern-
menthasaccused the tycoons of
absconding after defrauding
public banks of more than $1.7
billion. Nigeria has refused
India’s request to extradite
them.

The Sandesara brothers,
Gujarati businessmen who left

India in 2017, deny cheating
their lenders and say they are
victims of political persecution.
Havingventured into the Niger-
ian oil industry almost 20 years
agowhen theywon two onshore
licenses in the delta, the broth-
ers — faced with problems in
India — have shifted their focus
to Lagos. They even applied for

Nigerian citizenship, according
to India’s Central Bureau of
Investigation, or CBI, the coun-
try’s top investigating agency.
It’s not clear if they suc-
ceeded. The brothers’ lawyer
and Nigerian authorities didn’t
respond to queries on the mat-
ter. While the brothers fight
fraud charges and non-bailable

warrants from India, the
Sandesara businesses are flour-
ishing in Nigeria. The African
nationrefused toarrest them
fouryearsago saying the Indian
allegations “appeared to be
political in nature,” according
to a letter published by the
Organised Crime and Corrup-
tion Reporting Project.
InIndia,thebrothers’private
jet, swanky cars and star-stud-
ded partiesata 60,000-square-
foot farmhouse in Ampad vil-
lage in Gujarat routinely
provided fodder for tabloids
and social media sites, accord-
ing to news outlet The Print.
From a sanctuary on Lagos’
upscale Victoria Island, one of
their Nigerian companies has
continued that glitzy tradition,

sponsoring annual Diwali cele-
brations that are the talk of the
city’s small Indian community,
even flying in Bollywood
singers like Shreya Ghoshal to
perform. The family’s Nigerian
oiland gas business — with the
slogan “Success is Natural” — is
thriving. The group’s sub-
sidiaries — Sterling Oil Explo-
ration & Production and Ster-
ling Global Oil Resources. —
pump about 50,000 barrels of
crudeadayin the deltavia con-
tracts with the state-owned
Nigerian National Petroleum.
Another unit expects to bring a
third blockinto production this
year that will eventually raise
total daily output to above
100,000 barrels.
— BLOOMBERG

CIN : LESTI0TNZ014PLCO9TTIZ
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{erstwhile Capital First Limited, amalgamated with IDFC Bank Limited and presently known as IDFC First Bank Limited)

Registered Office; - KRM Towers, Bth Floor, Harrington Road, Chetpst. Chennai- 600031
Tal ; +81 44 4564 4000 | Fax: +91 44 4564 4022
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Motice under Section 13 (2) of the Eenuriti:aﬂnn and Reconstruction of Financial

The following bomowears and co-bomowers availed the balow mentioned securad Ir:am from iDFG FIHBT Bank leltud {erstwhile Capital First Limited, amalgamated with
IDFC Bank Limited and presently known as IDFC First Bank Limited) The ioans of the below-menboned borrowers and co- borrowers have been secured by the martgage
of their respective properties. As they have failed to adhere fo the ferms and conditions of the respective loan agreements and had become imegular, their loan were classified
as NPA as per the REBI guidelines. Amounts due by them to IDFC FIRST Bank Limited [erstwhile Capital First Limited, amalgamated with IDFC Bank Limited and
presently known as |DFC First Bank Limited) are mentioned as per respective nofices issued more parlicularly described in the following table and further interest on the
eaid amounts shall also be applicable and the same will be charged as per contractual rate with effect from their respective dates.

Outstanding
Loan Name of Section
ST pccount | YPROT | borrowers 13(z | amountas Property Address
o No. i and Natice Datel [Per Section
co-borrowers t.all 13 (2} Notice
11 16064547 Loan | 1, PAPIA PALL 24.05.2023] 2701 ,176.98- | ALL THAT PIECE AND PARCEL OF LAND MEASURING 2 COTTAHS, 12 CHITTACKS, AND
Against | 2 BISWAJIT | 17 SQUARE FEET, |E.. 1997 SQ. FT. TOGETHER WITH STRUCTURE STANDING
Property | PAUL THEREON AND THE ROOF RIGHT OF A SHOP ADMEASURING 435 SQUARE FEET LYING
3 WS PAPIA AMD SITUATED AT HOLDING NO, 191, DR, SATYENDRA DUTTA ROAD AT MOLUJA
FaLIL AGAPLUR GRAM, PARGAMNA KOLIKATA, COMPRISED IN J.L. N 33, RS, NOSd4, TOUZI
4, WS PAPIA | MOS, 169 AND 172, SABEK KHATIAN NO.2, KHATIAN NO, 462 WITHIN HAL KHATIAN NOS.
FaLEL | 4 AND 21, DAG NOS, 310 (OLD), 310878 AND 309 (NEW), DISTRICT 24 PARGANAS
i INORTH), POLICE STATION GHOLA, WARD NO. 14 {OLDY, 10 (NEW), WITHIN THE AMBIT
| OF NEW BARRACKPORE MUNICIPALITY, PARGANA KOLKATA, WEST BENGAL-T00131,
' | AND, BOUNDED AS: EAST: LAND OF BELA SAHA, WEST. 146" MUNICIPALITY ROAD
| NORTH: 14 FT WIDE DR. SATYENDRA NATH DUTT-*n ROAD
' { SOUTH: LAND OF MANTU CHAKRABORTY

Date : 07.06.2023
Place : WEST BENGAL

You are hereby called upan to pay the amounts 1o IDFC FIRST Bank Limiled {erstwhile Capital First Limited, amalgamated with IDFC Bank Limited and presently
known as IDFG First Bank Limited) as per the details shown in the above table with contracted rate of interast thereupon from their respective dates and other
posts, charges etc. within 60 days from the date of this publication, failing which the undersigned shall be consirained to initiate proceedings, under Section 13 (4)
and section 14 of the SARFAES| Acl. against the morigaged properties mentioned hereinabove to realize the amount due to IDFC FIRST Bank Limited (erstwhile
Capital First Limited, amalgamated with IDFC Bank Limited and presently known as IDFC First Bank Limited). Further you are prohibited under Section 13 (13}
of the said Act from fransferring the said secured assets either by way of sale/lease or otherwise.

IDFC FIRST Bank Limited {erstwhile Capital First Limited, amalgamated with
IDFC Bank Limited and presently known as IDFC First Bank Limited)

Sdi-
Authorized Officer

Kolkata



