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FOREST FIRE
Intense forest fires burning around a densely populated 
area of central Chile have caused at least 46 deaths

Biden wins South Carolina 
Democratic primary
WASHINGTON

INCUMBENT US President Joe Biden has secured a decisive 
win in the Democratic presidential primary in the crucial 
state of  South Carolina, notching his first official victory in 
his largely unobstructed path to become his party’s nominee 
for a possible rematch against Donald Trump in November 5 
election. It was the first official primary of  the ruling party. 
South Carolina is the state that launched Biden to the Demo-
cratic nomination four years ago. 

Biden, 81, who is seeking re-election in the November 
presidential elections, received 96.2 per cent of  the votes in 
Saturday’s primary, with almost non-existent Marianne 
Williamson getting just 2.1 per cent of  the votes. Biden’s 
decisive win, which was called almost immediately after 
polls closed, was not a surprise given his lack of  a formida-
ble challenger.  “As I said four years ago, this campaign is for 
everyone who has been knocked down, counted out and left 
behind. That is still true today. With more than 14 million 
new jobs and a record 24 straight months two years  of  the 
unemployment rate under 4%, including a record low unem-
ployment rate for Black Americans, we are leaving no one 
behind,” Biden said. “In 2020, it was the voters of  South Caro-
lina who proved the pundits wrong. Now in 2024, I have no 
doubt that you have set us on the path to winning the Presi-
dency again and making ‘Donald Trump a loser’ again.” 

Hamas weighs Gaza 
truce as fighting 
nears fifth month
GAZA 

ISRAELI strikes across Gaza killed scores overnight and 
battles raged Sunday in the besieged territory’s south as 
Hamas was reviewing a proposal for a halt in the nearly 
four-month-long war. French Foreign Minister Stephane 
Sejourne was in Egypt and US Secretary of  State Antony 
Blinken expected in the region in the coming days to push 
for a ceasefire and hostage release.

The health ministry in the Hamas-ruled territory said at 
least 127 people were killed in Israeli strikes in the past 24 
hours in the Gaza Strip, more than 90 of  them overnight. The 
Hamas government media office said a kindergarten where 
families were sheltering was hit in the southern border city 
of  Rafah, which is teeming with Palestinians displaced by 
the war. “There is no safe place in the Gaza Strip, from north 
to south,” displaced man Mohammed Kloub said, which ac-
cording to UN figures now hosts more than half  of  Gaza’s 
population. Israel has warned its ground forces could ad-
vance on Rafah as part of  its campaign to eliminate Hamas 
militants. An AFP journalist reported strikes and tank fire 
on Khan Yunis. The army said its troops raided “a compound 
used by the commander of  Hamas’s Khan Yunis brigade” and 
seized weapons, also confirming air and naval strikes on the 
city. It reported several militants had been killed after at-
tempting to attack Israeli troops. With the war set to enter a 
fifth month on Wednesday, international mediators were 
pressing to seal a proposed truce deal thrashed out in a Paris 
meeting of  top US, Israeli, Egyptian and Qatari officials.

SANAA

YEMEN’S Houthis said Sunday US and British air strikes 
“will not deter us” and vowed a response after dozens of  
targets were hit in retaliation for the Iran-backed rebels’ 
repeated Red Sea attacks. The joint air raids in Yemen late 
Saturday, denounced by Iran, followed a separate wave of  
unilateral American strikes against Iran-linked targets in 
Iraq and Syria in response to a drone attack that killed three 
US soldiers in Jordan. It was the third time that British and 
American forces have jointly targeted the Houthis, whose 
attacks in solidarity with Palestinians in war-battered Gaza 
have disrupted global trade. 

The US has also carried 
out a series of  air raids 
against the Yemeni rebels 
on its own, but their at-
tacks on the vital Red Sea 
t r a d e  r o u t e  h a v e 
persisted.

Saturday’s strikes hit 
“36 Houthi targets across 
13 locations”, the United 
States, Britain and other 
countries that provided 
support for the operation 
said in a statement. US 
Defence Secretary Lloyd 
Austin said the strikes 
“are intended to further 
disrupt and degrade the 
capabilities of  the Irani-
an-backed Houthi militia 
to conduct their reckless 
and destabilising at-

tacks”. Neither Austin nor the joint statement identified the 
specific places that were hit, but Houthi military spokes-
man Yahya Saree said the capital Sanaa and other rebel-
held areas were targeted. Saree reported a total of  48 air 
strikes, and said on social media platform X that “these at-
tacks will not deter us from our... stance in support of  the 
steadfast Palestinian people in the Gaza Strip,” where the 
Israel-Hamas war has raged since early October.

The latest strikes “will not pass without response and 
punishment”, Saree said.

Denver shooting: Two people dead
DENVER: Two people have died following a report of an 
early morning shooting that injured six people in Denver 
on Sunday, police said. The victims’ names and cause of 
death would later be released, the Denver Police 
Department said in a social media post. Police said 
earlier that investigators were at the scene of a 
shooting in the 5000 block of North Orleans Court.  
Officers were working on gathering information about a 
possible suspect, police said.

US, UK STRIKE 
YEMEN TARGETS, 
HOUTHIS VOW  
TO RETALIATE
Third time British and American forces 
jointly carried operations against rebels

A handout picture released by the 
British Ministry of Defence (MOD) on 
Saturday night shows RAF Typhoon 
FRG4s getting ready to strike targets  
in Yemen | AFP

Republicans aid for Israel, leaves out Ukraine
WASHINGTON: House Republicans will move forward with a $17.6 
billion package next week that provides military aid to Israel and 
replenish US weapons, but leaves out more help for Ukraine, 
underscoring the challenges facing supporters of a comprehensive 
national security package that would also include billions of dollars for 
immigration enforcement. The move gives Speaker Mike Johnson and 
House Republicans the chance to show support for Israel even though 
there is little chance the Senate will go along. Meanwhile, text of a 
broader Senate compromise is expected to be released this weekend.

28 dead in Russia-occupied region
MOSCOW: Moscow-installed officials say 
Ukrainian shelling killed at least 28 people at a 
bakery in the Russian-occupied city of 
Lysychansk. At least one child was among the 
dead Saturday, local leader Leonid Pasechnik 
wrote in a statement on Telegram. 10 more were 
rescued from under the rubble by emergency 
services, he said. Ukrainian officials in Kyiv did 
not comment. E
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 LR:  Light Rain  WI: Windy  HR:  Heavy Rain  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 6 -7 HR
Colombo 30 24 HR
Dhaka 24 16 SNY
Dubai 24 19 WI
Houston 16 9 WI
Istanbul 13 9 LC
London 12 7 WI

Los Angeles 15 12 HR
Melbourne 21 16 LR
Moscow -3 -9 LC
New York 6 -2 SNY
Singapore 32 26 LR
Toronto 3 -1 LC
Washington 10 -1 SNY


