
11 CHENNAI SUNDAY 26�11�2023

 LR:  Light Rain  HR:  Heavy Rain  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 29 16 SNY
Colombo 29 24 LC
Dhaka 32 27 SNY
Dubai 39 31 SNY
Houston 31 23 SNY
Istanbul 29 17 SNY
London 24 13 LC

Los Angeles 26 17 LC
Melbourne 25 12 HR
Moscow 21 8 HR
New York 26 16 LC
Singapore 32 27 SNY
Toronto 19 11 LC
Washington 27 14 SNY

9 KILLED 
in Syrian government forces’ shelling of he village 
of Qawqafeen, in Idlib province on Saturday

GAZA STRIP 

THE armed wing of  Hamas 
said on Saturday it was delay-
ing the handover of  a second 
group of  hostages due to be re-
leased under a truce deal until 
Israel “adheres to the terms of  
the agreement”.

The entry of  humanitarian 
aid to the north of  the Gaza 
Strip and the selection criteria 
for the liberation of  prisoners 
were the issues in question, the 
Ezzedine al-Qassam Brigades 
said in a statement.

The group of  hostages seized 
in the Hamas attacks on south-
ern Israel on October 7 was due 
to be handed over on the second 
day of  a four-day truce agree-
ment between Israel and the Is-
lamist movement, with Pales-
tinian prisoners being released 
in exchange at a ration of  three 
to one. A Hamas source had told 
AFP that the handover of  14 

hostages to the Red Cross had 
begun, then said the transfer 
process had been halted. An Is-
raeli official said the hostages
had not yet been handed over to 
the Red Cross. “Israel has not 
violated the agreement,” an Is-
raeli source told AFP.

The first exchange of  13 Israe-
lis taken hostages for 39 Pales-

tinian prisoners concluded suc-
cessfully on Friday evening 
evoking mixed reactions on 
both sides. It is expected that 14 
Israelis will be released later on 
Saturday. The Israel Prison 
Service said that 42 Palestinian 
prisoners are to be released as 
part of  the agreement between 
Israel and Hamas.  Agencies

Hamas delays hostage handover on Day 2 
 Accuses Israeli side of not adhering to terms of truce agreement

TEL AVIV  

EMOTIONAL scenes unfolded 
as Israeli children and women, 
held captive by Hamas mili-
tants in Gaza for a gruelling 49 
days, were released and finally 
reunited with their families 
under a Qatar, Egyptian and 
US brokered deal.

Ohad Munder, 9, in a video 
released by Schneider Chil-
dren’s Medical Centre (SCMC) 
can be seen running and hug-
ging his father in a tight em-
brace for the first time since he 
was released by Hamas from 
the Gaza Strip on Friday. Ohad 
was freed along with his 55-
year-old mother Keren Munder, 
and 78-year-old grandmother 
Ruti Munder. Ruti’s husband 
Avraham Munder still remains 

in Gaza in Hamas’ custody.
Ohad turned nine while be-

ing held in Gaza, and events 
were held across Israel to mark 
the day. A keen solver of  Ru-
bik’s cubes, people campaign-
ing for the boy’s release created 
his portrait out of  the puzzle.

Images circulating on social 
media on Saturday showed 
Ohad solving a Rubik’s cube in 
the hospital as soldiers from 
the Israel Defence Forces (IDF) 
looked on.

Emilia Alony, 5, who was re-
leased with her mother Dan-
ielle as part of  a temporary 
cease-fire deal between Hamas 
and Israel, was reunited with 
her grandma. In photos re-
leased by the SCMS, Emilia can 
be seen in a tight embrace with 
her grandmother.  AFP

Emotional reunions as 
hostages meet families

Image grab from a handout video shows a Hamas member gesturing to a hostage 
before handing her over to officials from the Red Cross on Friday |  AFP

Kim reviews pics of US 
bases taken by spy sat
SEOUL

NORTH Korean state media 
said on Saturday leader Kim 
Jong Un reviewed images tak-
en by his country’s 
new spy satellite of  a 
US naval base at Pearl 
Harbor in Hawaii and 
“major target” sites 
across South Korea. 

Pyongyang success-
fully put a military 
spy satellite into orbit 
this week, but Seoul 
said it was too early to 
determine if  the satel-
lite was functioning as 
the North claims. Ex-
perts have said putting 
a working reconnais-
sance satellite into or-
bit would improve 
North Korea’s intelligence-
gathering capabilities, particu-
larly over South Korea, and 
provide crucial data in any mil-
itary conflict. 

Pyong yang previously 
claimed, within hours of  the 
Tuesday launch, that Kim was 
shown photos of  US military 
bases in Guam taken by the sat-

ellite, named “Malli-
gyong-1”. On Satur-
d ay,  t h e  N o r t h 
claimed Kim in-
spected images tak-
en as the satellite 
passed over Hawaii 
at around 5.00 am 
(2000 GMT Friday), 
including those of  
“a naval base in the 
Pearl Harbor, the 

Hickam air-force 
base in Honolulu”, 
according to the 
North’s official Ko-
rean Central News 
Agency. Kim also re-

viewed the satellite’s images of  
the South Korean port city of  
Busan, which Pyongyang said 
were taken at around 10.00 am 
on Saturday.  AFP

A rocket carrying 
the reconnaissance 
satellite ‘Malligyong-1’ 
being launched from 
North Phyongan 
province |  AFP


