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Sun and wind made record 
12% of world electricity
CLIMATE   

PARIS: Solar and wind energy 
surged to make a record 12% of  the 
world’s electricity in 2022, a climate 
think tank calculated in a report 
Wednesday—though coal remained 
the leading source globally.

The report provides the latest 
gauge of  renewable energy growth 
as countries scramble to meet emis-
sions targets to curb climate change 
and secure alternative power sourc-
es after gas-exporter Russia’s inva-
sion of  Ukraine in February 2022.

“Record growth in wind and solar 
drove the emissions intensity of  the 
world’s electricity to its lowest ever 
level in 2022,” said climate and en-
ergy think tank Ember in its yearly 
Global Electricity Review.

Helping slow the rise in planet-
heating emissions, power from 
wind turbines and solar panels was 
up to 12% from 10% in 2021 and 5% 
in 2015.

Renewable sources, including nu-
clear power, accounted for 39% of  
world electricity,  the group 
estimated. 

Solar generation rose by 24%, 
making it the fastest-growing elec-
tricity source for 18 years in a row; 
wind generation grew by 17%. More 
than 60 nations now generate more 
than 10% of  their electricity from 
wind and solar. 

However, other sources of  clean 
electricity dropped for the first time 

since 2011 because of  fall in nuclear 
output as well as fewer new nuclear 
and hydro plants coming online, the 
study said.

The rest came from fossil fuels 
that cause planet-warming carbon 
emissions: oil, gas, and coal, which 
was the biggest source at 36%.

With electricity demand continu-
ing to rise, coal generation grew 
1.1%—slower than expected, Ember 
said. Scientists and the Internation-
al Energy Agency say use of  these 
fossil fuels must be reduced sharply 
to reach the critical target of  limit-
ing global warming to 1.5°C.

Countries at the COP26 UN cli-
mate summit in 2021 agreed to 
“phase down” coal, the most pollut-
ing of  the fossil fuels, but progress 
has been limited and new coal 
plants are planned, notably in India 

and China. 
“We forecast that 2023 will see a 

small fall in fossil generation... with 
bigger falls in subsequent years as 
wind and solar grow further,” Em-
ber said. “That would mean 2022 hit 
‘peak’ emissions. A new era of  fall-
ing power sector emissions is 
close.”

The report also highlighted that 
wind as well as solar energy will be 
required to maintain high growths 
for the next 10 years. Urgent work is 
also needed on ensuring that wind 
and solar can be integrated into the 
grid: planning permissions, grid 
connections, grid flexibility and 
market design.

Ember prepared the report after 
analysing electricity data from 78 
nations which represented 93% of  
global electricity demand.

Coal remained the biggest source of power at 36%, the report says
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Digidog back in NY police dept
TECHNOLOGY    

NEW YORK: New York City officials 
unveiled three new high-tech polic-
ing devices on Tuesday, including a 
robotic dog that critics called creepy 
when it first joined the police pack 
two-and-a-half  years ago.

The new devices, which also in-
clude a GPS tracker for stolen cars 
and a cone-shaped security robot, 

will be rolled out in a manner that 
is “transparent, consistent and al-
ways done in close collaboration 
with the people we serve,” said po-
lice Commissioner Keechant Sewell, 
who joined Mayor Eric Adams and 
other officials at a Times Square 
press conference where the security 
robot and the mechanical canine 
nicknamed Digidog were displayed. 
“Digidog is out of  the pound.”

Digidog mobile robot walks during a press 
meet in Times Square on Tuesday |  AP 

Deadly three 
months for 
central Med 
migrants
ILLEGALS  

ROME: The first three 
months of  2023 were the 
deadliest first quarter in six 
years for migrants crossing 
the central Mediterranean 
Sea in smugglers’ boats, the 
United Nations migration 
agency reported on Wednes-
day, citing nations’ delays in 
initiating rescues as a con-
tributing factor.

The agency’s report said 
the deaths of  at least 127 peo-
ple so far this year came in 
six incidents in which “de-
lays in state-led rescues in 
the Central Mediterranean 
were a factor.” The report’s 
authors lamented the “com-
plete absence of  response” in 
a seventh situation, in which 
at least 73 migrants lost their 
live.

The International Organi-
zation for Migration (IOM) 
documented 441 migrant 
deaths along the dangerous 
sea route between northern 
Africa and Europe’s south-
ern shores during January, 
February and March. In 2017, 
742 known deaths were docu-
mented in the same period, 
while 446 were recorded in 
the first three months of  
2015.

“The persisting humani-
tarian crisis in the central 
Mediterranean is intolera-
ble,’’ IOM Director General 
Antonio Vitorino, said.

“With more than 20,000 
deaths recorded on this route 
since 2014, I fear that these 
deaths have been normal-
ised,’’ Vitorino said. “States 
must respond. Delays and 
gaps in state-led SAR (search-
and-rescue areas) are costing 
human lives.”

The IOM said it also was 
investigating ‘several reports 
of  invisible shipwrecks 
where there are no records of  
survivors’ remains.” 


