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The construction work of Chalakudy bndge on NH 44 has reached the final phase | A SANESH

Chalakudy bridge

onNH-44 tobe
opened by mid May

Project had faced setback after 2 local bodies
issued stop memo restricting excavation of soil

ANILKUMAR T @KOChI

BRINGING relief to commut-
ers, the National Highway Au-
thority of India (NHAI) plans
to open the Chalakudy Bridge
on NH-44 to traffic by mid-May.
Kochi-based company EKK Ltd.,
which took over the construc-
tion work from Guruvayur In-
frastructure Ltd., expressed
confidence that the construc-
tion of the bridge would be com-
pleted before the monsoon.

However, the construction faced
a significant setback when two
local grama panchayats issued
a stop memo that restricted the
excavation of soil for the project.
The Pariyaram grama panchay-
at imposed a ban on heavy vehi-
cles along the Peearmozhi-Kot-
tamalaroad, while the Thrikkur
panchayat issued a stop memo
to EKK for not consulting with
panchayat officials before tak-
ing permission from the dis-
trict administration.

“The development of “It was after the in-

a strengthened earthen tervention of district
wall is advancing at a administration and the
gignldl rate. It can be The development geology departmer}t
pleted by the end of a strengthened that we were able to fill

of this month. Subse-
quently, the laying of

earthen wall is
advancing. It can

the road with soil. The
delay in getting suffi-

metal and other tasks, becompletedby cient soil on time has
such as the construc- theendofthis  affected the completion
tion of barriers, will be month. of the project. Though
carried out. We antici- Subsequently,the our earlier plan was to
pate that the entire lavingof metal  oyocyte the project by
project will be finished a"gu"czh:; :ﬁ:ks’ March, it got delayed

by May 15, before the
onset of monsoon sea-

»

construction of
barriers, will be

by two months. The
stop-order memo from

son,” stated Antony carried out. the panchayat has re-

Pius, vice-president of _ sulted in a2 crore loss

Operations at EKK Antony Pius, for the company,” said

Litd. vice-presidentof  Ajaesh project coordi-
The construction OperationsatEKKLtd 045 ERK.

project for the bridge

was initially awarded to Guru-
vayur Infrastructure Ltd. (GIL),
but the company failed to com-
plete the project on time and the
contract was given to EKK.

The recurring hur-
dles encountered in building
the Chalakudy bridge have be-
come a source of distress for
travellers on the roadway that
links Kochi to Palakkad.
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P&T Colony rehabilitation
project enters final phase

EXPRESS NEWS SERVI(E@Kochl

THE much delayed housmg
project to rehabilitate the resi-
dents of P&T Colony to Mun-
damveli in Rameswaram village
has reached its final stage. The
Greater Cochin Development
Authority’s (GCDA) project --
for which the foundation stone
was laid in 2018 -- is being imple-
mented under the LIFE Mission
scheme.

The GCDA officials are now
hopeful of completing the
project and shifting the resi-
dents to their new homes before
the monsoon season. The total
cost of the project is ¥14.61
crore. The construction work at
the 70 cents of land owned by
GCDA is being carried out us-
ing the pre-engineered building
(PEB) method. Each flat has an
area of 375 sq ft. There are 83
such flats, each with two bed-
rooms, one living/dining room,
kitchen and a toilet.

As common amenities, the
housing colony also has a sick

b"l‘

Shift likely before
monsoon

GCDA officials are hopeful of
completing the Rs 14.61-crore
project and shifting the
residents to their new homes
before monsoon season

room, daycare centre, adminis-
tration room, reading room,
rainwater harvesting system,
potable water system and fire-
fighting system.

The GCDA had in October
2020 signed a memorandum of
understanding with the Thris-
sur District Labour Contract

rf“
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Cooperative Society (TDLCCS)
for implementing the project.
On the same day, the site was
handed over to the construction
company, with an advance pay-
ment of %2.48 crore.

Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan laid the foundation stone
for the housing project in 2018.
The project’s progress was af-
fected by the pandemic, leading
to the delay in completing the
work. “The first and second
waves of Covid affected the
project as there was a shortage
of construction workers. Dur-
ing those times, the price of
steel shot up. Also, the availabil-
ity of steel was hit due to the
war in Ukraine. All these have
affected the pace of construc-
tion,” said a GCDA official.

A team headed by an execu-
tive engineer from GCDA is
working at the site.

Meanwhile, the Kerala High
Court has ordered the comple-
tion of the rehabilitation of the
residents of P&T Colony before
April 26, 2023.

A ‘nagari kanikkal procession being taken out as part of Good Friday observance at St Francis Assisi Cathedral | A sanesh

Thomas Isaac @drthomasisaac

The notification mandating online platforms to take down PIB flagged “fake news” is effec-
tively censorship. The sweeping powers given to PIB to determine what is fake and what is
genuine will be misused given the track record of Modi government in #FreedomOfPress.
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Gang dupes family
of narcotics case
accused of T4 lakh

TOBY ANTONY @Kochi
THE Ernakulam Central police have launched a probe
into the incident in which the family members of a nar-
cotics case accused were duped of ¥4 lakh by a gang that
promised to help him get exonerated.
The police have registered a case against Alex Chandy,
Nirmalan, Muhammad Salih and Naveen for duping the
relatives of Scaria, who was arrested in
a narcotic case registered in
Muvattupuzha.
Another person who impersonated an

ﬁir;af':?eyngl::('::eva excise officer is the fifth accused. The
high-ranking statements of Scaria and his relatives
excise officer. have been recorded. Attempts are on to
Through Salih, trace the accused persons.
Nirmalan got “Last year, after Scaria was arrested
Rs2lakhfromthe in a case registered under the NDPS
family in (Narcotic and Psychotropic Substances
September2022.  Act) case, Chandy approached his rela-
In °°|t1°be” lakh tives offering help to get him exonerat-
a';zts eei:thZz akh ed. Chandy claimed his friends knew a
Chandy’s account high-ranking excise officer who could
help them. Through Salih, Nirmalan
A source got %2 lakh from the family in Septem-

ber 2022. In October, another %2 lakh
was sent to Chandy’s account,” said a source.

When nothing happened, the relatives realised they
had been duped. They tried contacting Chandy, but to no
avail. They then approached the excise additional com-
missioner (enforcement), Thiruvananthapuram, with a
complaint.

The additional commissioner forwarded the complaint
to the state police chief, who then sent it to
the Kochi city police commaissioner. The commissioner
directed the Central police to register a case and
conduct a probe.

By successtully managing waste in over 18 cities, CREDATI’s initiative aims at zero waste

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Kochi

ZERO solid waste is a possibil-
ity and this has been proved by
an initiative launched by
CREDALI The initiative called
CCC Zero Waste Pvt Ltd has
been successfully managing sol-
id waste disposal in more than
18 cities, servicing 550 apart-
ments and more than 29,818
families. But how do they do it?

even civic bodies are finding
tough to handle! “We have a
streamlined process,” says
Sailesh Prabhu, CEO at CREDAI
Clean City Movement. Accord-
ing to him, the end result of the
waste management system im-
plemented by the company is
such that those living in apart-
ment complexes don’t have to be
worried about garbage
disposal.“Not only do we pro-

Eco-composter installed at a building

needed for the waste manage-
ment but also ensure that the
resultant byproducts are taken

ner,” he says adding the com-
pany is an authorised service
provider for Suchitwa Mission
and also approved by the Kerala
State Pollution Control Board.
The company has also tied up
with Kerala Enviro Infrastruc-
ture Ltd.

According to him, bio-degra-
dable waste is turned into com-
post using the eco-composter.

“The total installation cost

an apartment complex having
35 to 40 flats. A pair of eco-com-
poster bins are ideal for an
apartment complex having the
aforesaid dimensions,” he says.
“In most cases, the compost pro-
duced by the eco-composter is
utilised by the apartments in
their gardens. It takes 30 days
for a bin to produce compost. As
for those that don’t have such
facilities, we clear out the com-

need the compost. We get such
requests from farmers,” says
Sailesh. “These supervisors are
responsible for training the peo-
ple involved in the waste man-
agement in a particular flat.
They visit an apartment com-
plex once every week. They also
monitor whether the compost-
ing process is being carried out
in the right way. If composting
is not done correctly, we won’t

Sailesh. The company manages
around 300 tonnes of biodegrad-
able waste and 50 tonnes of non-
biodegradable waste. “Plastic
waste is collected from the
apartments once a month. The
non-biodegradable waste thus
collected is further segregated
at our facility,” says Sailesh.
The clean plastic is sent to recy-
cling units while the remaining
are transported to the cement

Isn’t it a tough job? Something vide the necessary equipment care of in an appropriate man- comes to be around Z70,000 for post and supply it to those who get the desired result,” says Kilns.

EXPRESS READ

Election petition: Swaraj files caveat in Supreme Court

Kochi: CPM leader M Swaraj on Friday filed a caveat before the Supreme
Court requesting it not to pass any order related to the Special Leave
Petition that is likely to be moved by MLA K Babu against the Kerala High
Court order in the election petition. The HC on March 29 decided to proceed
with the election petition filed by rival candidate Swaraj seeking to declare
the election of Congress candidate Babu from Tripunithura constituency
void. The HC said the allegation that the election agent and other persons,
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UNION BANK OF INDIA
REGIONAL OFFICE, KOTTAYAM, lil Floor, Amala

Towers, Adichira Junction Perumbaikadu PO,
Kottayam, Kerala. Pin 686016

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF I MMOVABLE PROPERTIES

E-Auction Sake Mobce for Sale of immovable Asselts under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement
of Sucunily Inberas] Act, 2002 nead with proviso bo Rule B 15 of the Secunly Intorest [Enfonoermend) Rula, 2002
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alloorkkad in the nama of MeVishnu Ravi ang » 2, g5 in Survey No 295067 of Kaloorkkad Vilage, Musamupazha Taluk, Emakudam Distact s onlk S e
Electrode Station {400 m X covered by Safe Desd Mo, 4971855 diatad 18-03-15%5 of Sub Begistrar Office Kalloorkkad in the name of Mes.Sap Rad BOUMDED: {45 I|1:Ii.'l nvites online bids from interested parties. Brief summary of tender is given
400 m) of Padghe end for Valuvation Report) On the North By ; Kadarakuzhi Reed On the East By Praperty of Vishnu Ravi & Francis On the South By Propesty of Yishnu bélow:-
ipﬁ:gk:eH:ﬁFgcﬂé'ra?ﬂdr?rﬁ:r Eguln .?I. '..1i.::|-4 H.m:;lllu on |E-I||_- l.'l.||,:':;l iy -F|t|:|:-'l:'r.:ll;,' al l,'_-:r;;u Ru:l-i ﬁ..:l:ll:::'_.-:_:lril Famly e-TenderMo. NCB/D1/EE(EAMVPB/2023-24
3 . IF sl e EEE;:':;:E :'nRII::E r'::":u:j ;;g:. rﬂ:n _: F.E ,:E;:?;m;r.l i Mama of work/supphyisenices elc. ‘Strengthening of Barage gates with
Far furitar dataits, visil our wabsila ht'tps..'.snnntmdar.mahal..ran«snn.in e LD peas cignl L : .:'- . BED INCREMENT : Rs.50,000- application of Zinc rich chemical compound at Virbhadra Barrage under
Contact Person: The Superintending Engineer, 500k AS (O&M) Circle, Padgha, Dist Thane, Maharashira-421101, EMD Rs.80,0004- [Rupzes Eighty Thousandunly) {Rupees Fifty thausand only) DRIE|
g-mail 1D se7300Emahatranscoe.in  Mob Mo, 8619085377

DATE & TIME OF E-AUCTION: {(51.Mo. 1 & 2) 26-04-2023 BETWEEN 11.00 AM to 4.00 PM Estmated cost Rs. 1.20,88,039.00+ G5T Extra

Diate of availability of bed document on weabsite: 10/04/2023 from 1700 Hrs
L ast date for submission of bids on website: 1000572023 Up to 17:00 Hrs.
For fuller & further details, kindly wvisl e- procuremant portal

hitp:fuktenders. gov.in’

1. Relevant portions of the AFx which the tenderers have Lo Gl onling would be available on aforesaid welbsite.

2. AFx Fee & EMD should be paid before 13.04.2023 up 1o 10:00 Hrs for RFx Mo, 700002647 2 online only andg Scan
copy of Transaction I received afier anling payment should ba submitted alongwith Technical Bid.

3. RFxdocuments can be downloaded online from aforesaid website.

4. Eligible contractor agencies should submit their bid wall in advance instead of waiting till last date. MSETCLwill
niat be responsible for mon-submission of Bid dus fo any wehsite related problems.,

5. Incase of non-submission of RFx Fee & EMD, the bidders will be disgualified.
6. All the bidders are requesated fo refer MSETCL web portal from time to fime for the amendments/exiensions etc
retated to this tendes Sl
Superintending Engineer
HVDC RS (O&M) Circle, Padghe

(with 10 minutes unlimited awto extensions) E-auction, website-www mstcecommerce.com
E-auction websiie-wanw mstcoosmmercecon For Hl:-g.:alratu:mrr:l.at-&-:lqw:rn:& e-meal o I|:|EI|.'II'-"L'*"I3I'IE-'!IZIE':L"I'.‘IIT'II'I'IEI'E‘.‘.‘.I'.‘IIIT'I': - Of

EMD paymentrafund raated quesies e-mail 1o ; ibapdinEmsicecommence. com,
For Regisiration and Login and Biddeng Bulaes vish hitps:Meaww. mslcecommernce. comvauciionhomeibapifinges jsp

For auction refated queries e-mail o sarfaesi@unionbankofindia.bank or contact Chief Manager, Regional Office,
Kottayam, lilrd Floor, Amala Towers, Adichira Junclion Kottayam, Kerala, Pin-6B6016, PH : 9316847761

Thiz may also be reated a5 nofice W 6FRWe 911) of Securily Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 1o the borrower's and guaranion’s of the
said kxan about the holding of E-Auction Sale on the above mentioned date

06-04-2023 (Sdi-) Authorised Officer, Union Bank of India

Executive Engineer (E&M)
“Avoid wasteful use of Electricity”

IT ALWAYS SEEMS
IMPOSSIBLE UNTIL IT'S
DﬂHE ¥ MHELSSM HARMDELS
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