
ALBERTA

SIX of  the Group of  Seven leaders 
are trying on the final day of  their 
summit to show the wealthy nations’ 
club still has the clout to shape world 
events despite the early departure of  
US President Donald Trump. Cana-
dian PM Mark Carney and his coun-
terparts from the UK, France, Ger-
many, Italy and Japan will be joined 
by Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy and NATO chief  Mark 
Rutte to discuss Russia’s relentless 
war on its neighbor.

World leaders had gathered in 
Canada with the specific goal of  
helping to defuse a series of  pres-

sure points, only to be disrupted by 
a showdown over Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram that could escalate in danger-
ous and uncontrollable ways. 

Israel launched an aerial bom-
bardment campaign against Iran on 
Friday, and Iran has hit back with 
missiles and drones. AP

DUBAI

ISRAEL pounded Iran for a fifth day 
in an air campaign against its long-
standing foe’s military and nuclear 
program, as US President Donald 
Trump warned residents of  Tehran 
to evacuate and suggested the United 
States was working on something 
“better than a ceasefire.”

Trump left the Group of  Seven 
summit in Canada a day early to deal 
with the conflict between Israel and 
Iran, telling reporters on Air Force 
One during the flight back to Wash-
ington: “I’m not looking at a cease-
fire. We’re looking at better than a 
ceasefire.”

When asked to explain, he said the 
US wanted to see “a real end” to the 
conflict that could involve Iran “giv-
ing up entirely.” He added: “I’m not 
too much in the mood to negotiate.”

Trump’s cryptic messages added 
to the uncertainty roiling the region 
as residents of  Tehran fled their 
homes and the UN nuclear watchdog 
— IAEA—  for the first time said Is-

raeli strikes on Iran’s main enrich-
ment facility at Natanz had damaged 
its underground section.

Israel said its assault on Iran’s top 
military leaders, nuclear scientists, 
uranium enrichment sites and bal-
listic missile program is necessary 
to prevent its adversary from getting 
any closer to building an atomic 
weapon. The strikes have killed at 
least 224 people in Iran. Iran retali-

ated by launching more than 370 
missiles and hundreds of  drones at 
Israel. So far, 24 people have been 
killed in Israel. The Israeli military 
said a new barrage of  missiles was 
launched on Tuesday.

The International Atomic Energy 
Agency said on Tuesday it believes 
that Israel’s first aerial attacks on 
Iran’s Natanz enrichment site had 
“direct impacts” on the facility’s un-
derground centrifuge halls.

“Based on continued analysis of  
high-resolution satellite imagery 
collected after Friday’s attacks, the 
IAEA has identified additional ele-
ments that indicate direct impacts 
on the underground enrichment 
halls at Natanz,” IAEA said.

Located 220 km southeast of  Te-
hran, Natanz was protected by anti-
aircraft batteries, fencing and Iran’s 
Revolutionary Guard. The under-
ground part of  the facility contains 
the bulk of  the enrichment facilities 
at Natanz, with 10,000 centrifuges 
that enrich uranium up to 5%, ex-
perts assess.                          AP

09 VIJAYAWADA WEDNESDAY 18�06�2025

IAEA confirms Iran’s Natanz 
site hit by Israeli air attacks

French President Emmanuel Macron, Canada 
PM Mark Carney, President Donald Trump and 
Britain PM Keir Starmer in Alberta | AP

G7 leaders try to salvage summit 
after Donald Trump’s departure

Firefighters work at site hit by an Iranian 
missile in central Israel on Tuesday even as 
the Israel-Iran conflict showed no signs of any 
dying down | AP

No signs of let-up as conflict enters fifth day with Israeli air striking on Iran

‘Gaza healthcare at 
risk as fuel runs out’
GENEVA

THE World Health Organization 
(WHO) pleaded for fuel to be allowed 
into Gaza to keep its remaining hos-
pitals running, warning the Pales-
tinian territory’s health system was 
at “breaking point.”
 “For over 100 days, no fuel has en-
tered Gaza and attempts to retrieve 
stocks from evacuation zones have 
been denied,” said Rik Peeperkorn, 
the WHO’s representative in the Pal-
estinian territories. “Combined with 
critical supply shortages, this is 
pushing the health system closer to 
the brink of  collapse.” he said 17 of  
Gaza’s 36 hospitals were minimally 
to partially functional.                 AFP
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(Contact No. 96461-17604, 96461-17659)
Tender Enquiry No.1814/M&FMC/O&M/PC-2683 Dated: 16-06-2025

Chief Engineer / O&M (P&P Cell-II), GHTP, Lehra Mohabbat-151111 Distt. Bathinda 
invites E-tender for the Procurement of Multiple Port Outlet (MPO), Ceramic Lined 
Inner Cones and Mill Discharge Valve with Cover & Flap at Stage-I, GHTP Lehra 
Mohabbat. Quantity as per NIT. For detailed NIT & tender Specification please refer to 
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 16.06.2025 from 17:00 hrs. Onwards.

NOTE: Corrigendum and addendum, if any will be published online at 
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in

565/GHTP-47/25/17/06/2025 
1079/12/2025-26/263
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