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Russia warns US,
S Korea & Japan 
against alliance 
targeting N Korea
Russian foreign minister meets North 
Korean counterpart in Wonsan, 
pledges total support

SEOUL

RUSSIA’S foreign minister on Saturday warned the US, 
South Korea and Japan against forming a security part-
nership targeting North Korea as he visited his coun-
try’s ally for talks on further solidifying their booming 
military and other cooperation.

 Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov flew to 
North Korea’s eastern Wonsan city on Friday for a meet-
ing with his North Korean counterpart, Choe Son Hui.

Relations between Russia and North Korea have been 
flourishing in recent years, with North supplying troops 

and ammunition to 
support Russia’s war 
against Ukraine in re-
turn for military and 
economic assistance. 
That has raised con-
cerns among South 
Korea, the US and oth-
ers that Russia might 
also transfer to North 
Korea sensitive tech-
nologies that can in-
crease the danger of  
its nuclear and mis-
sile programs.

After a meeting 
with Choe on Satur-
day, Lavrov accused 
the US, South Korea 
and Japan of  what he 
called their military 

buildups around North Korea.
‘We warn against exploiting these ties to build alli-

ances directed against anyone, including North Korea 
and, of  course, Russia,’ he told reporters, according to 
Russia’s state Tass news agency.

The US, South Korea and Japan have been expanding 
or restoring their trilateral military exercises in re-
sponse to North Korea’s advancing nuclear program. 
On Friday, the three countries held a joint air drill in-
volving US nuclear-capable bombers near the Korean 
Peninsula, as their top military officers met in Seoul 
and urged North Korea to cease all unlawful activities 
that threaten regional security.

North Korea views major US-led military drills as in-
vasion rehearsals. It has long been argued that it’s 
forced to develop nuclear weapons to defend itself  from 
US military threats.

Lavrov said Russia understands North Korea’s deci-
sion to seek nuclear weapons. “The technologies used 
by North Korea are the result of  the work of  its own 
scientists. We respect North’s aspirations and under-
stand why it is pursuing nuclear development,’” Lavrov 
said.

Choe said North Korea ‘unconditionally’ supports 
Russia’s fight against Ukraine.  AP

‘Sanctions killed food 
deal between Russia, UN’
Moscow: Russia said on Saturday 
that its agreement with the 
United Nations to facilitate 
exports of Russian food and 
fertilisers had collapsed due to 
Western sanctions over Moscow’s 
offensive in Ukraine. A day earlier, 
the United Nations had said that 
the three-year agreement, signed 
in 2022 in a bid to rein in global 
food prices, would end on  
July 22. A source close to the
discussions, who asked not to be 
named, told AFP the deal “will 
not be renewed” due to 
disagreements

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, r ight, and North Korea’s leader 
Kim Jong Un shake hands during their  meeting in Wonsan, North Korea, 
on Saturday |  AP

Russian drones, 
cruise missiles kill  
at least 6 in Ukraine
KYIV

AT least six people were killed overnight and on Satur-
day as Russia continued to pound Ukraine with hun-
dreds of  drones and missiles as part of  a stepped-up 
bombing campaign that has further dampened hopes for 
a breakthrough in efforts to end the more than three-
year-old war.

Two people died and 14 were wounded when Russian 
forces overnight attacked the Bukovina area in the 
Chernivtsi region of  southwestern Ukraine with four 
drones and a missile, regional Gov. Ruslan Zaparaniuk 

said Saturday. 
He said that the two 

people died due to fall-
ing debris from a 
drone.

A drone attack in 
Ukraine’s western 
Lviv region wounded 
12 people, regional 
Gov. Maksym Kozyt-
skyi said.

Three people were 
wounded in Kharkiv 
i n  n o r t h e a s t e r n 
Ukraine when the city 

was hit by eight drones 
and two missiles, May-
or Ihor Terekhov said.

Russia fired 597 drones and decoys, along with 26 
cruise missiles, into Ukraine overnight into Saturday, 
Ukraine’s air force said. 

Of  these, 319 drones and 25 cruise missiles were shot 
down and 258 decoy drones were lost, likely having been 
electronically jammed.      AP

Firefighters work at the site of a 
Russian air  attack in Lviv in Ukraine on 
Saturday |  AP
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