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C
ongress leader Rahul 
Gandhi on Saturday 
reasserted that 
“Caste Census is the 

first step towards a new par-
adigm of development.” 

In a post shared on his 
social media handle X, the 
Congress scion pointed out 
that the BJP had called the 
Caste Census divisive while 
“I called it the truth.” 

“For years, we fought for 
it—because India cannot 
grow if 90 per cent of its 
people are excluded. Today, 
the Prime Minister and the 
government have finally been 
compelled to listen to the 
will of the people,” Mr Gandhi  
asserted. 

The Congress had Wednes-
day welcomed the decision 
of the Cabinet Committee 

on Political Affairs to approve 
a proposal to include caste 
enumeration in the next caste 
census as a "step in the right 

direction" which the Congress 
has been demanding right 
from the beginning. 

“We welcome it but want 

to know the timeline by when 
it would be carried out,” Mr 
Gandhi, who is also the Leader 
of the Opposition in Lok 

Sabha, had said asserting 
that the “caste-based census 
is a new paradigm of devel-
opment.” 

Claiming that “we have 
said in the Parliament that 
we will get the caste census 
done,” Mr Gandhi had said: 
“What suddenly happened 
that after 11 years a caste 
census was announced…It 
was our vision, we are happy 
they have adopted it.” He 
however said that he was in 
favour of scrapping the 50% 
barrier on reservation. 

Mr Gandhi also demanded 
that the government should 
announce a timeline and 
also get a budgetary allocation 
for carrying out the census. 

The Cabinet Committee 
on Political Affairs had on 
Wednesday approved a pro-
posal to include caste enu-
meration in the next caste 
census.

‘Caste Census first step towards 
new paradigm of development’
Govt should announce a timeline and get budgetary allocation for carrying out the census: Rahul
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Leader of Opposition in Bihar 
Assembly Tejashwi Prasad 
Yadav urged the backward 
and extremely backward 
communities to give him a 
chance to form the govern-
ment in Bihar and promised 
jobs and security in return. 
He assured them that his 
government will not com-
promise with criminals. 

He was speaking at the 
'Ati-Pichhda Jagao - Tejashwi 
Sarkar Banao Rally’ organised 
by the RJD’s Extremely Back-
ward Cell in Patna on Satur-
day, to appease the Extremely 
Backward Communities 
(EBCs), which is the biggest 
community in Bihar with 
36.01 per cent population. 

Tejashwi Yadav also 
announced that the RJD will 
have more candidates from 
the backward communities 
in the upcoming assembly 
elections than the 2020 assem-
bly elections. 

Speaking about the caste 
census conducted by the 

Grand Alliance government 
in Bihar, the RJD leader said 
that the reservation limit was 
increased to give proper rep-
resentation to various com-
munities as per their popu-
lation. 

He said: “People of the 
backward communities 
would have benefited from 
our efforts and got jobs. But 
the BJP leaders have got it 
entangled in court cases.” 

Tejashwi said that the 
Nitish Kumar-led NDA gov-
ernment has been in power 
in Bihar for 20 years and in 
the Centre for 11 years, but 
the most backward commu-
nities are still in poverty. 

He said: “Nitish Kumar’s 

condition is bad. The BJP 
has hijacked him. He has 
aged. I feel pain seeing him 
in this condition. Now this 
government must be removed 
from power. After the assem-
bly elections, a new govern-
ment should be formed in 
Bihar -- a government that 
will work for rapid develop-
ment of the backward and 
extremely backward com-
munities.” 

Earlier, Tejashwi was wel-
comed by leaders of the back-
ward communities who also 
took a pledge to support the 
Rashtriya Janata Dal and the 
Grand Alliance in the politics 
of change under the leader-
ship of Tejashwi Yadav.


