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AFTER PROTEST AGAINST EDUCATION MINISTER

Police want to set up outpost

on campus, seek nod from JU

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA,MARCH 12

KOLKATA POLICE have formally
requested Jadavpur University
(JU) administration to identify
suitable locations for setting up a
permanent police outpost on the
campus. If established, this
would be the first permanent
police outpost inside a university
campus in West Bengal.

The police move comesin the
wake of escalating tension on
the JU campus since March 1
when two students were injured
after a carin Education Minister
Bratya Basu's convoy allegedly
grazed past them during a
melee. Police have lodged an FIR
against Basu, the person driving
his vehicle and another profes-
sor, Om Prakash Mishra, in con-
nection with the trouble.

“The decision to set up a 24-
hour police outpost aims to en-
hance surveillance and maintain
order within the university
premises,” said Kolkata Police.

HCLIFTS BAN ON
RALLIES NEAR JU

Kolkata: Justice Ghosh on
Wednesday lifted the ban
on political rallies near
Jadavpur University, which
was set to remain in effect
until March 13.

The HC observed thatas
part of the verdict has been
implemented, so the court
does not want to take that
responsibility itself, “From
now on, if any organisation
wants to do something, it
will have to inform the ad-
ministration. The adminis-
tration will consider the per-
mission after examining the
application as before,” ob-
served the court. ENS

The request has been for-
malised in a letter sent to the
Jadavpur University authorities
on Tuesday, a senior officer said.

Discussions between univer-

sity authorities and students have
so far failed to resolve the ongo-
ing standoff. A marathon meet-
ing held last Tuesday did not yield
a conclusive outcome, with stu-
dents submitting a memoran-
dum of their demands. They are
now awaiting further communi-
cation and another meeting with
the university administration.
Two days ago, in a suo motu
action, Kolkata Police registered
an FIR against a student body,
PDSEF, over graffiti and posters on
the Jadavpur University campus,
saying the slogans were intended
toincite hatred and disrupt pub-
lic peace. The graffitiand posters
featured slogans such as “Azad
Kashmir,” “Free Palestine,” and
“Fascism Must Burn”, said police.
Police have registered the FIR
against “supporters of PDSF”
(Progressive Democratic
Students Federation) but have
not named any individuals.
Police, at the same time, hinted
that they may summon individ-
uals for questioning as part of
their ongoing investigation.

Sanction more
posts of security
staff: JU to govt

Kolkata: The Jadavpur University
has appealed to the state govern-
ment to quicken the process for
sanctioning the posts of 35 addi-
tional contractual security per-
sonnel, inside the campus, on a
monthly salary of Rs 15,000.

As per a university official,
the administration has a fund
crunch, and have asked the con-
cerned department to clear the
matter by the end of this month.
The official said a proposal on the
same was sent to the state gov-
ernment last month, adding, that
after the March 1 incident, a
meeting on the proposal was
held with the state last week.

“We asked the university to
increase the number of perma-
nent guards but they never took
steps...,” SFI state committee in-
charge Subhadip Bandopadhyay
said. ENS

Police reject custodial
torture charge: ‘Medical
reports don’t concur’

TANUSREE BOSE
KOLKATA,MARCH 12

THE POLICE on Wednesday re-
jected the allegations of torture
levelled by woman student pro-
testersat Vidyasagar University in
Paschim Medinipur, saying the
medical reports show otherwise.

Aday ago, the High Court had
directed Inspector General (IG)
Muralidhar Sharma to investi-
gate allegations of custodial tor-
ture of Left-leaning female stu-
dent activists atawomen's police
station in the district and submit
a report by March 25. The
women activists were protesting
over the incident on JU campus.

During the hearing of a peti-
tion filed by DSO activist Sushrita
Soren, Justice Tirthankar Ghosh
Wednesday observed that the
State should satisfy the court as
to why an order should not be
passed. The court raised concerns
about how detained women were
released at 2 am. “Do you have
records to show how you asked
the girls or ladies to leave the po-
lice station? Why did you ask
themtoleave at night?... Thisis not

areasonable period of time to re-
lease them,” Justice Ghosh said.

Advocate General Kishore
Dutta, representing the police,
said the women protesters were
accompanied by political leaders
and therefore they left the police
stationat2 am. Rejecting charges
of torture, use of abusive lan-
guage, and caste slurs by police
against detained women protest-
ers, Advocate General Dutta told
the court: “Itis said that they be-
came unconscious. But that took
place during the agitation, and
not at the police station... They al-
leged they were beaten by cane,
molten wax was poured on their
hands, leading to burn injuries.
The petitioner has alleged severe
humiliation due to her caste and
that the state medical hospital re-
fused to treat her... But X-ray says
no bone injury was found. What
is alleged to have happened at
the police station is not sup-
ported by the medical report.”

“..The court should not pro-
ceed with the allegations of the
petitioner only...,” the govern-
ment’s counsel said.

The next hearingis scheduled
for March 19.

POLICE HARASSMENT CHARGE

No relief to JU student,
HC says ‘probe to go on’

TANUSREE BOSE
KOLKATA,MARCH 12

DAYS AFTER a Jadavpur
University (JU) student moved a
petition in the Calcutta High
Court alleging harassment by
police personnel, the court on
Wednesday did not grant any re-
lief to the student.

Justice Tirthankar Ghosh,
who presided over the matter,
observed that “at this stage it is
not possible to give any interim
order in the matter. The police
can continue with the investiga-
tionasitis.”

On Monday, a section of stu-
dents from JU moved a petition
in the Calcutta High Court alleg-
ing harassment by police per-
sonnel. The counsel of the peti-
tioners had submitted in court
that the police are repeatedly is-
suing summons to some stu-
dents of the university citing in-
vestigation into the March 1
protests. Justice Tirthankar
Ghosh had granted permission
for the matter to be filed.

The petitioner, Uddipan
Kundu, in his complaint had
stated that the police is harass-

ing him under the guise of inves-
tigation, repeatedly summoning
him and demanding that he
hand over his mobile phone.

His counsel, Shamim Ahmed,
submitted that, “The mobile is a
personal device. It contains a lot
of personal information. There is
an objection to making them
public.”

While the counsel alleged
that how could a student be
treated like this, he also pointed
out that the Supreme Court has
alsoidentified mobile phones as
personal devices.

Justice Ghosh, after hearing
the arguments said, “Your
client's name is in the FIR. He is
an accused. In this situation, the
court will not interfere in any
way. Even if the accused named
in the FIR is a student, granting
any relief will send a bad mes-
sage.”

However, the judge asked the
police to ensure that the stu-
dents get their mobile phones
back and do not have to buy new
phones.

The court has asked both the
parties to submit the affidavits.

The case will be heard again
in April.
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SHAYANI GANGULY | No. 22, RS Dag No. 1,2 FROM support@auctionbazaar.com. Name i Interested bidders shall contact the designated official as per the other details of E-Auction mentioned above. All conveyance and other expenses related
&3, Kh. Nos. (New) - 509|2) 21-08-2021 14:00 HOURS contact@auctionbazaar.com) LIC Housing to Inspection of the property/document copies shall be borma by the interested bidders,
to 817 under Jyangra TO 3) Mir.SHIVARAM Finance Ltd, AXIS | 45 The IC Housing Finance Limited reserves the right to CANCEL / ACCEPT / REJECT / ALTER / MODIFY | POSTPONE the AUCTION viithout giving any
Hatiara 2 No. Gram|3)¥30,44,802.28 p. 16:00 HOURS | 4) Mobile - 8370969696 BANK, reason whatsoever or prior Notice.
Panchayat, P35 - 3) 23 & 24 March 2025 CENTRALISED 17. The saleis subjectto confirmation by the Secured Creditor, viz,, LIC Housing Finance Lid.
Pgs, Kolkata - 700059 Date : 13.03.2025 LIC Housing Finance Limited
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