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33.71 lakh pilgrims visited 
Sabarimala till January 3
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Pathanamthitta

AS many as 33,71,695 pilgrims 
visited Sabarimala temple dur-
ing the Mandalam-Makaravi-
lakku pilgrimage season till 5 
pm on January 3.  

According to TDB officials, 
the hill shrine has been wit-
nessing a heavy rush after the 
temple was reopened for Maka-
ravilakku on December 30. 

After the reopening, as many 
as 3,83,268 devotees visited the 
temple so far. 

As per the details shared by 
the emergency operation cen-
tre, over one lakh devotees each 
reached the temple on January 
1 and January 2. 

On January 1, as many as 
1,01,789  pilgrims reached the 
temple. On the second day of  
this month, as many as 1,00,372  
devotees visited the temple.  
On January 3, till 5 pm, 59,143 
pilgrims climbed the hill 
shrine. 

On January 2, as many as 
19,912 pilgrims reached the 

temple through Karimala for-
est trekking path. As many as 
3,291 people reached Sannid-
hanam through Sathram- Pul-
medu-Sabarimala forest trek-
king path. 

As the number of  pilgrims 
trekking through the tradition-
al forest paths increased, the 
forest department has made ar-
rangements to ensure their 
security.

Last year, over 50 lakh devo-
tees visited the hill shrine dur-
ing the entire Mandalam-
Makaravilakku pilgrimage 
season. This year’s Makaravi-
lakku is on January 15.

7 held for hunting porcupine, consuming meat
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Idukki  

A TOTAL of  seven persons, in-
cluding employees of a pri-
vate cardamom estate in 
Santhanpara, were ar-
rested by the forest offi-
cials for hunting porcu-
pine and consuming its 
meat, on Wednesday. 

The arrested are the estate 
manager Beena, a resident of  
Peermade; Irshadh, Rasool Khan 

and Asamudheen, all Thiruvanan-
thapuram residents; Varghese of  
Santhanpara; Manoj of  Peer-

made and Ramesh Kumar of  
Thiruvalla.

As per the forest offi-
cials, the estate employees 
had hunted porcupine for 
the Thiruvananthapuram 

natives who came there as 
visitors. They later cooked its 

meat and consumed. “However 
while returning, the visitors car-

ried the leftover curry in their ve-
hicle. During a checking conduct-
ed at the Valakode checkpost, the 
officials seized the cooked meat. 
They also seized the body parts of  
the animal from the estate,” De-
vikulam range officer P V Vegi 
said. 

Two more persons in connec-
tion with the case are yet to be 
nabbed. The accused were pro-
duced in the Nedumkandam court 
on Wednesday.

Min Nitin Gadkari to officially open 
Munnar-Bodimettu NH tomorrow 
42-km stretch was completed spending Rs 380.76 cr; he will also inaugurate Cheruthoni  bridge 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Idukki  

UNION Minister for Road and 
Transport Nitin Gadkari will 
inaugurate the newly con-
structed Munnar-Bodimettu 
stretch of  Kochi-Dhanushkodi 
National Highway on Friday at 
a public function to be held in 
Munnar at 2.15pm. 

Although the inauguration 
of  the highway was scheduled 
to be held on October 12, last 
year, the programme was ad-
journed later. 

Apart from the highway, the 
minister will also inaugurate 
the newly built Cheruthoni 
bridge in Idukki. 

The construction work of  the 
new bridge in Cheruthoni had 
begun after the old bridge was 
damaged in the 2018 flood, 
caused as a result of  the 
opening of  Idukki dam. 

Though a proposal to 
build a new bridge was 
submitted before the 
Union Ministry of  
Road Transport and 
Highways, it was reject-
ed due to high cost 
estimate. 

Later in 2019, when Dean Ku-
riakose was elected to Parlia-

ment, a new proposal was sub-
mitted before the ministry, 
following which administrative 
sanction of  Rs 23.83 crore to 

build the bridge was re-
ceived in 2020. 

Nitin Gadkari had 
inaugurated the con-
struction work of  the 
bridge through video 
conferencing in Octo-

ber, 2020. 
After the inauguration 

of  the construction work in 
2020, completing the bridge in a 
time-bound manner within 

three years was an achieve-
ment for the district, said Iduk-
ki MP Dean Kuriakose. “Al-
though the work of  the 
Munnar-Bodimettu National 
Highway had begun in 2017, the 
authorities had to overcome 
many hurdles until the work 
was completed in 2023. The in-
auguration of  the bridge and 
the highway at the same time 
are great achievements with re-
gard to the development of  
Idukki district,” he said. Ac-
cording to him, the 42-km 
stretch of  the Munnar-Bod-
imettu National Highway was 
c o m p l e t e d  s p e n d i n g  
Rs 380.76 crore.

The inauguration of the bridge and the highway at the same time are 
great achievements with regard to the development of Idukki district

Dean Kuriakose, MP from  Idukki

CHOP OP
A migrant worker without any safety gear prepares to axe the branches of a tree near Sri  Siva  

Subrahmanya Swayambhoo Temple in Vyttila, Kochi |  A SANESH

Arrangements for State School Kalolsavam in final stages
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Kollam

THE gold cup for the State 
School Kalolsavam champions 
made its way to Kollam on 
Wednesday. The gold cup was 
brought from Kozhikode, the 
reigning champions, in a pro-
cession from there to Kollam, 
commencing on Tuesday. 

Education Minister  V 
Sivankutty welcomed the pro-
cession and received the trophy 
at Enathu Village, located on 
the Kollam-Pathanamthitta 

border. Finance Minister K N 
Balagopal, Animal Welfare 
Minister J Chinchu Rani, MLA 
M Mukesh, Kodikunnil Suresh, 
MP, teachers, students, and oth-
ers were present.

 As the excitement builds, fi-
nal preparations for the upcom-
ing festivities are under way. A 
total of  2,475 boys will be ac-
commodated in 14 schools, 
while 2,250 girls will be  lodged 
in nine schools. To ensure the 
seamless movement of  contest-
ants between venues, twenty-

five autorickshaws will be pro-
viding free transportation 
services starting January 4, op-
erating between 8 am and 8 pm. 
Help desks have been estab-
lished at the station and bus 
stand to assist contestants.

 The construction of  the 
stage and pandal for the festival 
has been completed, with seat-
ing arrangements for more 
than 10,000 spectators at the 
main venue. KSRTC buses and 
‘Grama Vandi’ sponsored by 
the Kollam Corporation are of-

fering free services for contest-
ants, picking them up from the 
railway station and bus stands. 
Essential amenities such as 
drinking water and first-aid fa-
cilities have been organised at 
each venue, complemented by 
the services of  a medical team 
from private hospitals. Ambu-
lance services will also be read-
ily available at the venues.

To ensure the safety and well-
being of  all participants, a ded-
icated 24-hour police  helpline 
has been made operational.

The gold cup 

EXPRESS READ
Nat’l youth seminar on Jan 31, Feb 1

Pathanamthitta: Kerala State Youth Commission is 
organising a two-day national youth seminar on January 31 

and February 1 in Thiruvananthapuram. The topic of the 
seminar is ‘Youth Empowerment, Mental Resilience, 

Happiness: Challenges and Possibilities.’ Interested people 
between the ages of 18 and 40 can take part in the seminar.  

Applications should be submitted along with biodata and 
photographs by January 15. 

Rubber Board to provide advice on disease 
control measures of rubber

Kottayam: Farmers can contact the Rubber Board call centre 
to get advice on diseases that affect rubber during the 

winter season and its control measures. Edwin Prem E, senior 
scientist at the Rubber Research Institute of India (RRII), will 

answer the queries in this regard from 10am to 1pm on 
Friday. The call centre number is 0481-2576622.

Ramesh Chennithala @chennithala
I have been spending New Year day every year in an SC/ST colony for past 16 years and listen-
ing to their problems, and finding solutions in my capacity. This new year 2024 was spent in 
Njarakatt SC colony in Kozhikode district of Kerala.
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