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E-mai; axciesghinduahousingfrance.com

HOUSING FINAMCE Branch Ofices & 3nd Fooe, Brikhi Piazs, Akhliva Crcle, Jodhpar, Rajasifan, imdis— #2001
APPENDIX- IV-A [Reler provisa to rule 8 (6)] SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTY
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Mode Of Paymenl: - EMDshall e made throwgh demand dralt /ATES in favour of Hinduja Housing Finance Limited payable af JODHPUR
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As Biren leaves,
a look at his rise
& fall in politics

SUKRITABARUAH
GUWAHATI, FEBRUARY 9

ONJUNE 30,2023, N Biren Singh
and a group of MLAs headed to-
wards the Manipur Raj Bhawan,
armed with a letter of resigna-
tion. The conflictin Manipur had
beenraging for 59 days then and
the previous night, hundreds of
people had gathered at Imphal’s
iconic Khwairamband women’s
market after two Meitei men
had been killed in firing. They
had raised slogans against the
state government for failing to
stop the violence and clashed
with security forces. People close
to Singh said he felt he had “lost
the trust of the people”.

However, Singh neverreached
Raj Bhavan that day. With his del-
egation being met by supporters,
Singh’s trusted minister, L
Susindro Meitei, handed the let-
ter to some of the women in the
crowd who proceeded to tear it
for the cameras. Singh announced
that he would not resign.

About a year-and-a-halflater,
Singh on Sunday tendered his
resignation.

Nineteen months since that
episode and countless violent
conflagrations later, Biren Singh
continued as the embattled CM
for two years — battling crises of
confidence from the Kuki-Zomi
community, from allied parties,
from a section of his own party
and his ministers, and even from
among the electorate.

Footballer, journalist,
politician

In the 1980s, Singh , a foot-
baller, was a wingback in the BSF
team that defeated JCT to lift the
Durand Cup in December 1981.
He has also represented Manipur
in the Santosh Trophy. He took a
sharply different turn in 1991
when he started a vernacular
daily called Naharolgi Thoudang
and worked as its editor.

It was in April 2000 that he
shot into public attention when
hewasarrested for seditionalong
with Thounaojam Iboyaima, a
revered figure in Manipuri society
who was popularly known as
“Pabung” or father. Singh had
been charged because the news-
paper had reported a speech de-
livered by Thounaojam at an
event which, reports of that time
say, had cited a UN declaration
that “armed rebellion may be a
lastresort against colonial oppres-
sion”.

In 2001, with the state then
under President’s  Rule,
Manipur’s Meitei-majority Valley
erupted over the Government of
India’s extension of its 1997
ceasefire with the Naga insurgent
group NSCN(IM) which had in-
cluded a new clause: that this
ceasefire would be “without any
territorial limits.”

“The situation gave rise to a
lot of nationalistic feelings and it
was in the midst of all this that he
formally entered politics with a
new party called the Democratic
Revolutionary People’s Party,
which supported the new gov-
ernment formed with the
Congress’s Okram Ibobi Singh as
chief minister and in 2003, its
two MLAs ‘merged’ with the
Congress. Singh was now in the

Congress, a party he would be
with for the next 13 years. He
rose rapidly in the party.

Soon after joining Congress, he
was made MoS and wentontobe
Chairman of Manipur Pollution
Control Board. When he won
again from Heingang, this time on
aCongress ticket, he became part
of the Cabinet. His proximity to
CM Okram Ibobi Singh was well-
known. However, the relationship
with Ibobi began souring in his
third termand Singh was dropped
from the Cabinet despite being re-
elected in2017.

A disgruntled Singh exited
the Congress in 2016 and joined
the BJP, ahead of the 2017
Manipur Assembly elections. In
2017, he won on a BJP ticket.

However, Singh was not the
obvious choice for the Chief
Minister’s position. The Congress
was still the single largest party
in the Assembly with 28 seats
but the BJP, with 21 seats, ended
up forming the government
with the support of the National
People’s Party and the Naga
People’s Front.

And that was what he used
to his advantage through his
campaign and after he took
charge of the new government:
that he would “right the wrongs”
under the Ibobi regime, from the
shadow of ‘encounter killings’ to
frequent bandhs and blockades,
and frayed ties between Meiteis
and the hill tribes.

However, people who have
worked with him say the ten-
sions and discord that have bub-
bled over in the last one-and-a-
half years were brewing in his
first term too.

Another blow to his image
were accusations in 2020 by then
Assistant SP (Narcotics and
Affairs of Border Bureau) Brinda
Thounaojam of him putting
pressuring on the department to
drop a case against a Kuki-Zomi
BJP leader from Chandel district,
LhukhoseiZou, who was accused
ina 2018 drug seizure case.

When BJP came back to
power with an absolute major-
ityin 2022, it led a more aggres-
sive government: from crack-
downs on poppy plantations in
the Kuki-Zomi hills allegedly run
by “drug lords” to a hardened
stance against the alleged influx
of Chin people from Myanmar
(who share ethnic ties with
Manipur’s Kuki-Zomis).

Kuki-Zomi groups and the
MLAs from the community —in-
cluding seven BJP MLAs, two of
them ministers — have held
Singh responsible for the conflict
since its beginning. But now, the
rumblings within his own ranks
are louder than ever, with one
minister, BJP MLA Yumnam
Khemchand, saying that he had
asked the Chief Minister to step
down twice. Many more of his
MLAs from the Valley have
queued up before the top central
BJP leadership asking for the
Chief Minister to be changed. His
leadership was also singled out
for criticism by the National
People’s Party when it withdrew
its support to the Manipur gov-
ernment.

Of all the allegations against
Singh, the most serious was aid-
ing and abetting armed groups
such as the Arambai Tenggol.

Bengaluru cops pull
plug on Ed Sheeran’s
street performance, he
says had permission

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, FEBRUARY 9

AN IMPROMPTU street perform-
ance by Ed Sheeran was halted
by the Bengaluru police around
Sunday noon after British singer-
songwriter, accompanied by
bodyguards, arrived opposite the
M G Road Metro station on
Church Street, where two micro-
phones and a guitar had been set
up for the performance.

“So, we were gonna play
more than one song. But, right
now let’s play one song, alright,”
the Grammy Award winner said
before beginning to strum his
track, ‘Shape of You'.

His performance, however,
barely lasted a minute before a
police officer pulled the cables
attached to the microphone and
musical instruments to stop his
performance.

As per the police, the event
was stopped midway because

==

no permission had been sought.

However, Sheeran took to
Instagram to clarify that he had
obtained permission for the per-
formance and that it was pre-
planned. “We had permission to
busk... hence us playing in that
exact spot, was planned out be-
fore, it wasn’t just us randomly
turning up,” Sheeran wrote.

“All good though. See ya at
the show tonight x” Sheeran
wrote hours ahead of his second
show in Bengaluru.

The incident quickly went vi-
ral on social media, with some
users criticising the police forin-
terrupting the performance. “A
police officer pulled the plug
when Ed Sheeran surprised
everyone on Church Street,”
wrote one user, sharing a video
of the incident on X. A senior po-
lice officer of the Cubbon Park
police station said Sheeran was
performing “without any per-
mission so they had to stop”.
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