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THE eco and wildlife tourism in Hampi 
is being promoted in a big way, with the 
Department of  Tourism training 25 
guides exclusively for this purpose. The 
UNESCO World Heritage Site is not just 
about monuments, but is also known for 
its landscape, lush green agriculture 
fields and rich bio-diversity, which at-
tract tourists not only from across India 
but also abroad.

“Most of  the foreign tourists do not 
come to Hampi because it is a world her-
itage site or is full of  monuments. There 
is something beyond these monuments 
— rocks and breathtaking landscape. 
The rocks, boulders, banana plantations, 
the scenic Anjanadri, Hemakoota and 
other places are most sought-after espe-
cially during sunrise and sunsets,” said 
Thippanagouda, a guide here.

With many photographers thronging 
the place for wildlife and nature photog-
raphy, the Karnataka State Tourism De-
partment has finally made a beginning 
to tap this potential by introducing 
trained naturalists. 

“We have already trained 25 guides as 
naturalists who will be explaining to the 
tourists the beauty of  nature and wild-
life. They were supposed to be inducted 
after a programme, but for now it has 
been postponed and this event will soon 
happen,” said Prabhulinga Talakere, 
Deputy Director, Department of  Tour-
ism, Vijayanagar district. These 25 guides 
were trained recently in handling wild-
life tourism and they can be hired online 
to showcase the rich bio-diversity here.

These naturalists were trained in bird 
watching, nature tourism and wildlife 
available here. “They have been trained 
by wildlife experts who also explain to 
them the richness of  wildlife available in 
the region”, he said.

Hampi is known for its unique wildlife 
around it. Asia’s first bear sanctuary, 
Daroji Sloth Bear Sanctuary, otter con-
servation reserve and Kamalapura zoo 
are at a stone’s throw distance.

The heritage hub has over 230 species 
of  birds in its vicinity, which include 
some rare and endangered winged visi-
tors. The rocky hills scrub jungles and 
the large Tungabhadra river and several 

lakes like Kamalapura lake, Daroji lake 
and Ankasamudra bird sanctuary are 
home to several birds of  prey like great 
horned owls, eagles and even vultures. 
The Tungabhadra waters and An-
kasamudra hosts flamingos, painted 
storks, pelicans, common cranes and oth-
er birds as winter visitors.

The mountains of  Hemakoota and Ma-
tanga are home to primary predators like 
leopards, foxes, wolves and jackals too.

The guides are trained to take the tour-
ists for bird watching and introduce 
them to various reptiles, including 
snakes here. They create awareness 
about the presence of  rare birds like yel-
low throated bulbul and flora. “They are 
also trained to behave properly and bring 
back the tourists safely in case of  any en-
counter with wildlife like sloth bear or 
leopard,” said a trainer who did not wish 
to be named.
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People soaked in colours during Holi  celebration in Dharwad. Thousands of people gathered and 
enjoyed rain dance, pot breaking and other events. The city observed a peaceful celebration without  
any untoward incident |  EXPRESS

Monuments in and around Hampi, a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site, in Vijanyanagara district  

|  SANTOSH HAMPI

Unique Holi celebration at 
Dharwad DC’s residence
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@ D h a r w a d

THE Festival of  Colours was 
celebrated at the residence of  
Deputy Commissioner Divya 
Prabhu in a unique manner 
here on Saturday. In the cultur-
al programme, folk artistes, art 
troupes and government em-
ployees and others were 
involved. 

Police Commissioner N Sasi-
kumar and Deputy Commis-
sioner of  Police Ravisha C R 
entertained people by singing 
songs and also tried to educate 
them through songs.

DC Divya Prabhu spoke on 
the occasion and said Holi in 
North Karnataka has a special 
significance and fame. “Holi 
festival has a message of  
life.  There is a lesson to dump 
bad qualities, follow good quali-
ties and cultivate them. Col-
ours show the beauty and rich-
ness of  life’s values,” she said.

District In-charge Secretary 

and Zilla Panchayat adminis-
trator V Ram Prasath Manohar 
said that it is a pleasure to see 
all the senior officials of  the 
district come together and cel-
ebrate the festival. “Harmony, 
simplicity and closeness in-
crease as everyone gets togeth-
er without any feelings during 
the celebration of  festivals. 
Gratitude arises from the duty 
we do,” he added. 

Mallamma Kumbar, leader 
of  a thousand songs from Mare-
wad village in Dharwad taluk, 
the emotional singer from Na-
ganoor village in Navalagund 
taluk, Rajyotsava award-win-
ning artist Imamasab Vallep-
panavar and folk expert from 
Surshattikoppa in Kalaghatagi 
taluk, desi singer Kabbera 
Gowda Shari with their troupes 
performed on the occasion.

After the programme,  Divya 
Prabhu and District In-charge 
secretary V Ram Prasath Mano-
har felicitated and honoured 
the folk artistes.

Dharwad Deputy Commissioner Divya Prabhu, Police Commissioner N Shashi Kumar 
and other officials celebrate Holi  |  D HEMANTH

25 guides trained to 
showcase landscape, 
bio-diversity of Hampi
Officials say there’s more to Hampi than just monuments

Artistes take part 
in a procession at 
Moorusavira Mutt 
in Hubballi  ahead 
of Holi  festival. The 
event is known as 
Jaggalagi habba 
|  D HEMANTH

The Central government is not giving priority to education 
due to which 50 per cent of the posts of teachers are lying 
vacant in Kendriya Vidyalayas and Central universities.

Mallikarjun 
Kharge, AICC 
president
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