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MELBOURNE: A city council in Sydney has cancelled a Khalistan 
propaganda event planned for next month due to security reasons, 
a media report said on Friday. Acting on security agencies’ advice, 
permission for the event organised by the ‘Sikhs For Justice’ group 

in Blacktown City was revoked by the city council, The Australia 
Today newspaper reported. Prime Minister Narendra Modi is 
scheduled to visit Sydney on May 24 to attend the Quad Summit to 
be hosted by Australian PM Anthony Albanese.

Khalistani propaganda event called off in Australia
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California senate 
passes caste  

discrimination bill
LALIT K JHA / WASHINGTON 
 

The California Senate has 
overwhelmingly passed a leg-
islation seeking to explicitly 
ban caste discrimination, in a 
historic move that would 
make America’s most popu-
lous State also the country’s 
first to outlaw caste-based 
bias. 

State Senator Aisha Wa-
hab, the first Muslim and 
Afghan American elected to 
the state legislature, intro-
duced the bill last month. 

Passed by 34-1 vote, the bill 
- SB 403, would make Califor-
nia the first US state to add 
caste as a protected category 
in its anti-discrimination 
laws. Promoters of  the bill, 
being led by non-profit Equal-
ity Lab, said a similar bill is 
being introduced in the State 
House of  Representatives, be -
fore it can be sent to the gov -
ernor to be signed into a law. 

The bill adds caste as a pro-
tected category to an existing 
law, the Unruh Civil Rights 
Act, providing all people in 
California are entitled to the 
full and equal accommoda-
tions, advantages, facilities, 
privileges, or services in all 
business establishments. 

The bill provides explicit 
protections to those who have 
been systemically harmed 
due to caste bias and preju-
dice. It also provides firm le-
gal consequences for those 
seeking to avoid responsibili-
ty or ramifications for per-
mitting or participating in 
caste discrimination and 
caste-based violence. 

This landmark bill comes 
just weeks after the Califor-
nia Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee unanimously passed 
SB403 in April.  

Earlier this year, Seattle be-
came the first US city to out-
law caste discrimination 
after its local council passed a 
resolution moved by an Indi-
an-American politician and 
economist.  

SC keeps favouring ladla Imran: Pak PM
PTI / ISLAMABAD 

 
Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif  on Friday questioned 
the Supreme Court’s gran ting 
of  relief  to its “ladla” Imran 
Khan, saying its “double stan-
dards” have led to the death of  
justice in Pakistan. 

Responding to the Supreme 
Court’s relief  to Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf  chief  Khan, 
Sharif  said it was nothing but 
an NRO. 

“When he (Imran) was pre-
sented in court yesterday, the 
CJP said it is good to see you. 
And, he said this in a case of  
corruption,” he said. 

“If  you want to keep favour-
ing this ladla (pampered), 
then you should also release 
all the dacoits behind bars in 
the country. Let this be free for 

all,” he said while addressing 
the federal Cabinet on Friday. 

He asked why such lenien-
cies were not given to his 
brother and former prime 
minister Nawaz Sharif  and 
other members of  the federal 
coalition who were arrested 
when Khan was the prime 
minister. “No one spoke to 
Nawaz about injustices suf-
fered by him. Such double 
standards have caused the 
death of  justice in Pakistan,” 
he was quoted as saying by 
the Dawn newspaper. 

Describing Imran and his 
party as “liars”, Shehbaz sla -
m med the Opposition for pu -
sh ing the cash-strapped cou -
ntry towards “destruction”. 

The PM termed the Imran’s 
claim that a US-backed con-
spiracy led to the ouster of  his 

government as “untrue”. 
Sharif  also pointed to the pre-
carious economic conditions 
of  the country. 

Sharif  lamented the 
violent protests and said such 
scenes had not been 
witnessed since the fall of  
Dhaka decades ago. He re-
called protests had erupted 
even after the death of  former 
premier Benazir Bhutto but 
no one “moved towards mili-
tary installations”.  

Sharif  said the PTI protest-
ers disrespected the martyrs 
in a way not even done by 
“our enemies”. He claimed 
the Imran Khan government 
violated an agreement with 
the International Monetary 
Fund and the current coali-
tion government was attempt-
ing to repair it.

Shehbaz hits out at opposition, says PTI pushing country to ‘destruction’ 

The currency is 
navigating through 

difficult times, and the 
challenges we inherited are 
contributing immensely to 

aggravating the situation. 
 
Did they [the courts] ever take 
notice when we were being 
sent to jail?”

The attacks on army installations...There can be no greater 
terrorism in the country.  

—SHEHBAZ SHARIF, Pakistan Prime Minister
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