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Census records 1103 wild elephants in forests of Kodagu
Madikeri: A total of 1,103 wild elephant population has been recorded inside the 
forests of Kodagu. The statistics were released by the Karnataka forest department 
following the completion of the elephant census. However, the population of wild 
elephants herded inside the estates of Kodagu has not been taken into consideration.

Sorcerer abuses minor girl under guise of exorcism
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Malappuram

THE Edavanna police have ar-
rested a 35-year-old man for mo-
lesting a 16-year-old girl under 
the guise of  exorcising an ‘evil 
spirit’ that had ‘possessed’ her. 
The arrested is Shiju, a sorcer-
er from Edakkara who had 
been living in Edavanna for the 
past two years.

Muhsin Pary, a counsellor 
with Childline, said Shiju took 
advantage of  the unfortunate 
developments in the family. 
“The girl’s father, aunt, and a 
relative of  her mother passed 
away recently. Shiju approached 
the family and made them be-
lieve that another family mem-
ber would die soon. To prevent 
this, he insisted on performing 
sorcery to remove the evil spirit 

from the girl’s body. Under pres-
sure, the family agreed,” said 
Muhsin. While performing sor-
cery at the girl’s house, Shiju 
subjected her to sexual abuse. 

“During the ritual, Shiju 
gave traditional lamps to the 
family members and instructed 
them to position themselves in 
different corners of  the house 
to ensure that they do not wit-
ness his nefarious activities. 

When the relatives were away, 
Shiju molested the girl and 
warned her not to tell anyone. 
He also threatened to return 
under the guise of  sorcery to 
abuse her again,” he added. 
The girl shared the ordeal with 
her friends, one of  whom alert-
ed the Childline. Following an 
inquiry, Childline authorities 
informed the police, leading to 
Shiju’s arrest on Sunday.

IMD predicts 
moderate 
rain in state 
till June 10
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @T’Puram

ISOLATED heavy rainfall is ex-
pected in the state until June 
10, according to the latest up-
date from the Indian Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD). 
However, the weather office has 
refrained from providing a spe-
cific date for the onset of  the 
southwest monsoon. 

Over the next five days, the 
forecast indicates fairly wide-
spread rainfall with moderate 
intensity, accompanied by thun-
derstorms and winds across 
the state. In light of these con-
ditions, fishermen have been 
advised to avoid venturing into 
the sea during this period. The 
delay in the onset of  the mon-
soon is attributed, in part, to 
the formation of  a deep depres-
sion that is expected to inten-
sify into a cyclonic storm 
n a m e d  ‘ B i p a r j o y ’  b y 
Wednesday.

On specific dates, the IMD has 
issued yellow alerts for differ-
ent districts in Kerala. On June 
7, Alappuzha and Pathanamthit-
ta have been given a yellow 
alert. On June 8, the alert ex-
tends to Alappuzha and Ernaku-
lam. On June 9, Kollam and 
Thiruvananthapuram are ex-
pected to experience heightened 
rainfall, followed by Idukki and 
Pathanamthitta on June 10.

Although the southwest mon-
soon usually arrives in Kerala 
around June 1 with a standard 
deviation of  about seven days, 
this year it missed the predict-
ed onset date of  June 4. 

CM tells bureaucrats to prioritise 
spending, rationalise expenditure
At high-level meeting, Pinarayi lays emphasis on health, paying social security pension

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @T’Puram

IN response to the reduction in 
borrowing limit imposed by the 
Centre, the state government 
has decided to prioritise spend-
ing and rationalise expendi-
ture. Chief  Minister Pinarayi 
Vijayan chaired a high-level 
meeting on Tuesday to review 
the state’s major programmes 
and financial position.

Additional Chief  Secretary 
(Finance) Bishwanath Sinha 
presented a report highlighting 
the need to rationalise expendi-
ture, and the CM instructed of-
ficials to prioritise benefits for 
common people. Emphasis was 
placed on social security pen-
sion payments and the health 
sector, and officials were ad-
vised to exercise prudent 
spending to make up for the 
shortfall. 

The meeting also aimed to 
ensure the smooth functioning 
of  the government and the im-
plementation of  development 
and welfare activities during 
the CM’s upcoming foreign trip, 
as well as in the absence of  top 
bureaucrats.

However, the state 
government has 
not received a re-
sponse from the 
Central Depart-
ment of  Expendi-
ture regarding the 
reasons for the cut in 
the net borrowing 
ceiling (NBC) on open 
market borrowings 
(OMBs). This year, 
the state’s NBC 
for the first nine 
months was 
set at `15,390 
crore, com-

pared to the previous year’s cap 
of  `23,915 crore. Finance Min-
ister K N Balagopal had stated 
earlier that the Centre did not 
provide the calculation sheet 
along with the sanction letter 
on NBC. Last year’s sanction 
letter included a calculation 

sheet listing 
the reasons
for the re-
d u c t i o n , 
which pri-
marily in-
volved of f-

b u d g e t 
borrowings.

W h i l e  t h e 
state govern-
ment is una-

ware of  the 
exact NBC 

for the en-
tire fiscal 

year, Union 

Minister V Muraleedharan pre-
viously stated that the figure 
was `20,521 crore.

According to Balagopal, Ker-
ala received sanction for OMBs 
amounting to `23,915 crore for 
the first nine months of the fis-
cal year 2022-23, along with ̀ 912 
crore for the last quarter. How-
ever, this year the state was ex-
pecting sanction for approxi-
mately `20,000 crore for the 
first nine months. The state’s 
finance secretary recently 
wrote to their central counter-
part, requesting the calculation 
sheet to understand the reasons 
for the reduction.

It is believed that off-budget 
borrowings by the Kerala Infra-
structure Investment Fund 
Board and the Kerala Social Se-
curity Pension Limited are the 
factors contributing to the cut 
in the borrowing limit.

AI cameras detect 49,000 
violations on second day
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @T’Puram

THE Motor Vehicles Depart-
ment (MVD) detected over 
49,000 traffic offences using the 
AI-camera surveillance net-
work on Tuesday. The MVD 
tabulated the numbers from the 
offences registered from 12am 
till 5pm. Thiruvananthapuram 
(8,454) recorded the most viola-
tions, while Alappuzha (1,252) 
reported the lowest.

However, MVD faced a glitch
in the software responsible for 
generating e-challans, resulting 
in the suspension of  their post-
al issuance. The department 
had initially planned to send 
out 25,000 challans per day.

Between 8am and 5pm on 
Monday, MVD had recorded 
nearly 29,000 violations. A simi-
lar trend was observed on Tues-
day, with a total of  29,134 viola-
tions detected during the same 
time period. 

The number of  offences re-
mained consistent on the sec-

ond day. It is worth noting that 
the number of  violations has 
significantly decreased since 
the MVD began issuing penal-
ties for offences starting from 
June 5.

All eyes now on Samastha meet as CIC backs Faizy
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Kozhikode

THE Co-ordination of  Islamic 
Colleges (CIC) has vehemently 
denied all the accusations lev-
elled by the Samastha Kerala 
Jem-Iyyathul Ulama against its 
former general secretary Ab-
dul Hakeem Faizy, and has ex-
pressed unwavering support 
for him. 

During a meeting of  the Sen-
ate in Malappuram on Tuesday, 
three resolutions were passed, 
which refuted the allegations 
against Faizy.In response to the 
developments, a crucial meet-
ing of  Samastha’s mushawara 
(consultative body) has been 
called on Wednesday.

The Senate meeting was con-
vened to discuss the sugges-
tions that arose from compro-

mise talks held between senior 
leaders of  Samastha and IUML 
on June 1, as the situation had 
been deteriorating day by day. 
The standoff  between Sa-
mastha and CIC had even led to 
police actions at Markazu Thar-
biyathul Islamiyya in Val-
anchery, Malappuram.

One of  the resolutions adopt-
ed at the Senate meeting em-
phasised that the CIC is an edu-
cational institution with a 
25-year history, and its previous 
activities have been sincere. 
The resolution said, “This 

meeting rejects all the allega-
tions against CIC’s ideological 
purity and against Abdul Ha-
keem Faizy Adrussery’s ideo-
logical commitment, Islamic 
belief, and his respect for the 
Prophet.” Another resolution 
urged all parties concerned to 
refrain from obstructing the 
smooth functioning of  educa-
tional institutions affiliated 
with CIC, it would disrupt 
the students’ education. 
The affiliated institu-
tions had an agreement 
with CIC to provide 

all facilities to students. The 
resolution condemned certain 
institutions for breaching this 
agreement.

The third resolution rejected 
the allegation that the syllabus 
of Wafy-Wafiyya courses con-
tains elements contrary to Sun-
ni ideology. 

Following the meeting, IUML 
state president Panakkad Syed 

Sadiq Ali Thangal, who also 
serves as CIC president, 
spoke to reporters and 
said he had presented 
the suggestions from 
Samastha to the CIC 
Senate, which were 

wholeheartedly ac-
cepted. He added, 
“There will now 
b e  a n o t h e r 
round of  dis-
cussions with 

Samastha leaders before an-
nouncing the final decision.” 
IUML national general secre-
tary P K Kunhalikutty, who ini-
tiated the compromise talks, 
was also present at the Senate 
meeting.

The suggestions presented 
during the meeting included re-
voking the resignations of  the 
119 individuals who had re-
signed in solidarity with Ha-
keem Faizy and approving the 
appointment of  Habeebulla 
Faizy as the new CIC general 
secretary. 

Hakeem was asked to refrain 
from participating in CIC ac-
tivities. It remains to be seen 
how Samastha will respond to 
CIC’s gestures, considering 
that the resolutions are seen as 
a direct challenge to the 
organisation.
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T’Puram 8,454
Kollam 6,301

P’Thitta 1,772
Alappuzha 1,252
Kottayam 2,425
Idukki 1,844
Ernakulam 5,427
Thrissur 4,684
Palakkad 2,942
Malappuram 4,212
Kozhikode 2,686
Wayanad 1,531
Kannur 3,708
Kasaragod 2,079

  Total  49,317

Resolutions baseless, says Sadiq Ali Thangal
Sadiq Ali Shihab Thangal later issued a statement saying the 
resolutions being circulated in the name of the CIC were 
baseless. It has been decided that the CIC will function as per 
the directions of the Samastha and all CIC institutions should 
follow the directives of Samastha, Thangal said.

CPI to discuss 
C Divakaran’s 
remarks on 
LDF’s protest
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @T’Puram

THE CPI state leadership will 
take up veteran C Divakaran’s 
controversial remarks on LDF’s 
Secretariat blocakde against 
the solar scam in 2013 in his au-
tobiography Kanalvazhikal. 
The issue was raised at the 
state executive on Tuesday by 
t h e  m e m b e r s  f r o m 
Thiruvananthapuram. 

“Divakaran has every right 
to write an autobiography,” a 
leader reportedly said at the 
meeting. “However, by making 
controversial remarks about 
the protests organised by LDF, 
he has put CPI and the Left 
front in a tight spot,” he said. 
At the meeting, CPI state secre-
tary Kanam Rajendran said the 
matter will be discussed in the 
next state executive. In his 
book, Divakaran had alleged 
that the LDF’s secretariat 
blockade was withdrawn with-
out proper consultation. 

His remarks against the so-
lar scam inquiry commission 
also kicked up a controversy. 
Speaking to news channels, he 
alleged that the commission 
did not act well.

Arikomban released in 
upper Kodayar area

Madurai: Rogue elephant 
‘Arikomban’ was released into the 

Upper Kodayar forest area near 
Tirunelveli , which comes under 

Kalakad Mundanthurai Tiger 
Reserve (KMTR) in the early hours 

of Tuesday.Chief Wildlife Warden 
Srinivas R Reddy said the tusker is 

fully fit. 

Truck falls o� 50-ft 
bridge, driver escapes
Belagavi: A 43-year-old driver of a 
truck had a miraculous escape 
when his vehicle fell off a 50-feet 
high bridge at M K Hubli near 
Belagavi in Karnataka on Tuesday. 
The truck rammed the divider on 
the bridge and fell into the bridge. 
However, the driver ejected from 
his seat and escaped.

E X P R E S S  R E A D


