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Serbia’s border 
army remains 
on high alert 
Clashes broke over installation of ethnic 
Albanian mayors in four Kosovo towns

BELGRADE

SERBIA’S army remained on the “highest level of  alert” 
near the border with Kosovo, the Balkan country’s presi-
dency said on  Saturday, a day after clashes broke out be-
tween ethnic Serbs and Kosovo police.

On Friday, special units of  Kosovo’s police fired tear gas 
as Serbs protested the installation of  ethnic Albanian may-
ors elected in April, after a controversial vote in four north-
ern Kosovo towns that are mainly populated by Serbs.

Kosovo’s ethnic Serb minority boycotted the elections in 
the north in April, allowing ethnic Albanians to take con-
trol of  the local councils despite the vote’s tiny turnout of  
less than 3.5%.

There are frequent bouts of  unrest in Kosovo’s northern 
districts, home to many ethnic Serbs, who have remained 
loyal to Belgrade and never accepted Kosovo’s unilateral 
declaration of  independence in 2008.

An estimated 120,000 Serbs live in Kosovo, many in the 
four northern districts.

In the wake of  the latest unrest, Serbian President Ale-
ksandar Vucic ordered the army on Friday to be placed on 
high alert and “start moving” towards the border with 
Kosovo.

On Saturday morning, Vucic chaired a meeting of  the 
National Security Council which adopted a plan of  “secu-
rity activities... aimed at strengthening Serbia’s defence 
capabilities,” the Serbian president’s office said in a 
statement.

The presidency added that “Serbia’s armed forces re-
main in a state of  maximum alert until further notice.”

The US, France, the UK, Italy and Germany called on the 
Kosovo authorities “to immediately step back and de-esca-
late,” adding that they were also “concerned by Serbia’s 
decision to raise the level of  readiness” of  its army.

On Saturday, NATO spokesperson Oana Lungescu called 
on “all parties to resolve the situation through dialogue.”

However, Kosovo PM Albin Kurti showed no hint of  back-
tracking and said that while Pristina understood “the con-
cerns” of  their “international partners... any other option 
would be a failure to fulfil constitutional obligations.” “I 
invite everyone...to cooperate with the new mayors and 
their cabinets...,” Kurti said. AFP

Kosovo riot police use water cannon to disperse Serbs gathered in front 
of a municipal building after police helped install  ethnic Albanian mayors 
following controversial elections in Zvecan on Friday |  AFP

Close to clinching 
debt ceiling deal, says 
President Joe Biden
WASHINGTON

PRESIDENT Joe Biden said on Friday that Democratic and 
Republican negotiators were on the verge of  resolving a 
debt ceiling standoff, as the deadline for a potentially cata-
strophic US default was pushed back to June 5.

“It’s very close and I’m optimistic,” Biden told reporters 
at the White House. “I’m hopeful we’ll know by tonight 
whether we’re going to be able to have a deal.”

Although there was no indication of  an imminent public 
announcement, it was the strongest sign yet that the drama 
in Washington might end, allowing the government to bor-
row and avoid a default that would likely trigger a reces-

sion and send shockwaves through the 
global economy.

Earlier, Treasury Secretary Janet 
Yellen said the dreaded X-date, when 
the government runs out of  money un-
less it can borrow, will now be June 5, 
not June 1. Yellen, however, warned 
that the deadline extension does not 
change the urgency.

“Waiting until the last minute to 
suspend or increase the debt limit can cause serious harm 
to business and consumer confidence, raise short-term bor-
rowing costs for taxpayers, and negatively impact the cred-
it rating of  the United States,” she said in a letter to the 
Republican leader of  the House of  Representatives, Speak-
er Kevin McCarthy.

As per unconfirmed US media reports, the deal taking 
shape would include an agreement to extend the govern-
ment’s borrowing authority for two years, meaning no re-
peat of  the current drama before the 2024 presidential 
election.

Democrats, however, would have to offer concessions on 
Republican demands for sweeping spending limits on so-
cial safety and other programmes.                                     AFP


