
05 SUNDAY 16�03�2025NAGAPATTINAM

C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

THE EMCs will focus on Elec-
tronic Systems Design and 
Manufacturing (ESDM) and ca-
ter to a wide range of  electron-
ics verticals covered under the 
national policy on electronics. 
The state government has de-
signed the clusters to attract 
investment by offering finan-
cial assistance covering 50% to 
75% of  the project cost.

With Tamil Nadu al-
ready emerging as a 
hub for electronics 
manufacturing, these 
clusters are expected to 
accelerate industrial 
growth, create employ-
ment opportunities, and con-
tribute to India’s ambition of  
becoming a global electronics 
powerhouse. 

Industries Minister Dr T R B 
Rajaa, who was present at the 
event, said Tamil Nadu, as In-
dia’s top electronics producer 
with 36% share in national ex-
ports, has always been at the 
forefront of  India’s manufac-
turing revolution.  Investments 

from new-age companies like 
Zetwerk further strengthen our 
ecosystem and will enable our 
ambitious target to scale up our 
yearly electronics exports to 
$100 billion.

Built on 15-acre campus, the 
Zetwerk facility will play a piv-
otal role in strengthening In-
dia’s position in the global Elec-
tronics System Design and 
Manufacturing (ESDM) sector, 

contributing to India’s am-
bition of  a $500 billion 
ESDM market and 
Tamil Nadu’s vision of  
becoming a trillion-dol-
lar economy. 

The new factory will 
focus on manufacturing 

control  boards for washing ma-
chines, refrigerators, air condi-
tioners, and IT hardware, with 
advanced production capabili-
ties including five Surface-
Mount Technology (SMT) lines, 
Manual Insertion (MI) lines,
potting, conformal coating, and 
rigorous testing processes.

Meity Secretary S Krishnan 
and Industries Secretary Arun
Roy were present.

Village officer 
fleeing DVAC 
jumps into lake
with ‘bribe’

Drunk prison warden crashes into SP’s car in Vellore
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Vellore 

A prison warden, under the in-
fluence of  alcohol, crashed his 
bike into the four-wheeler of  
Vellore SP Mathivanan. The in-
cident occurred on Friday 

night, at the Raja Cinema sig-
nal on Anna Salai when the 
SP’s car had come to a halt.

Mathivanan was on his way 
from his office in Sathuvachari 
to his bungalow in Velapadi 
when the accident took place. 

The South Police, who were 
present at the scene, arrested 
Vijakumar. 

During inquiry, it was re-
vealed that Vijayakumar (37) 
was a warden employed at the 
Vellore Central Prison. 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Coimbatore

A village administrative of-
ficer, fleeing a team of  DVAC 
officials with the bribe 
amount, jumped into the Pe-
rur Periyakulam lake after 
his bike veered off  the road 
here on Friday night. 
Though the officials man-
aged to catch the VAO, they 
were unable to retrieve the 
money, amounting to ̀ 3,500, 
that was thrown into the 
lake.  

The suspect has been 
identified as M Vetrivel, 
VAO of  of  Madvarayapuram 
village near Alandurai. 
Vetrivel had allegedly col-
lected the money from a 
cancer patient Marathaal, 
who had approached him 
recently for a legal heir cer-
tificate after her husband’s 
death. When the Krishna-
samy handed over the mon-
ey to the VAO on Friday, 
DVAC team led by ADSP Di-
vya, who were hiding near-
by, surrounded Vetrivel, sit-
ting on his two-wheeler and 
caught him red-handed. 

Realising that he was 
trapped, the VAO suddenly 
escaped in his two-wheeler 
after pushing a few DVAC 
officials down to the ground. 
An official said when they 
were chasing, Vetrivel 
jumped into the lake after 
the bike veered off  the road. 
“A case has been registered 
against him under two sec-
tion of  7A of  the Prevention 
of  Corruption Act,” an of-
ficial said. 

Special incentive: 1.30L 
cane farmers to benefit

‘TN has always led India’s 
manufacturing revolution’
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“THIS provides `3,500 per MT 
to benefit 1.30 lakh sugarcane 
farmers, and `297 crore will be 
allocated for this,” the minister 
said. Farmers, however, have 
been demanding `5,500 per 
tonne due to increase in pro-
duction cost.

The minister said the total 
area under horticulture crops 
has reached 16.3 lakh hec-
tares in 2023-24, making 
horticulture a key driv-
er of  agricultural 
g r ow t h  i n  Ta m i l 
Nadu.

The initiatives to pro-
mote natural/organic 
farming include: Establish-
ing natural farming clusters, 
marketing organic and natural 
farming products, full subsidy 
for pesticide residue testing to 
organic farmers, exemption of  
certification fees for organic 
farming certification, and set-
ting up Quality Control Labora-
tories in four places, etc.

The Nutrition Farming Mis-
sion aims to boost the income 

of  farmers and to ensure the 
availability of  nutritious vege-
tables, fruits, pulses, etc, to con-
sumers. Under this scheme, 
Fruit Plant Kits with three 
quick-bearing fruits will be giv-
en to nine lakh families while 
Pulses Kits will be distributed 
to one lakh households at 75% 
subsidy.

Under the agriculture mech-
anisation programme, 5,000 ag-

ricultural machinery and 
implements will be dis-

tributed in 2,338 villages 
to benefit 17,000 farm-
ers. Another key an-
nouncement is the Hill 

Farmers Development 
Scheme for the welfare of  

63,000 hill farmers at an out-
lay of  `22.80 crore.  The minis-
ter also said over the past four 
years, `1,631.53 crore has been 
distributed as relief  assistance 
to 20.84 lakh farmers for the 
damages caused to agricultural 
and horticultural crops. Also, 
`5,242 crore has been provided 
as crop insurance compensa-
tion to 30 lakh farmers in past 
four years.

SURF AND SAIL 
A fisherman returns ashore with his catch fish on a boat, while a group of people indulge in surfing as part of their  refreshment 

activities, at Serenity Beach in Thandirayankuppam on Saturday |  SRIRAM R

Gold smuggling : I’m innocent, have been 
falsely implicated, says actor Ranya Rao
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Bengaluru

KANNADA actor Ranya Rao, 
33, who was arrested at KIA af-
ter she was found carrying 14.8 
kg of  gold bars on March 3, has 
claimed that she is innocent 
and has been falsely implicated 
in the case.

In a letter to the Additional 
Director General (ADG) of  the 
Directorate of  Revenue Intelli-
gence (DRI) written on March 6 
from Bengaluru Central Pris-
on, Ranya claimed that nothing 
has been recovered from her 
and that she has been implicat-
ed in the case to protect some 
other passengers.

Ranya claimed that she was 
not searched and no mazhar 
was conducted as stated by in-
vestigating officers.

The letter submitted to the 
DRI through the prison depart-
ment has been making the 
rounds a day after the Special 
Court for Economic Offences 
dismissed her bail plea. TNSE 
could not confirm the veracity 

of  the letter. Chief  Superin-
tendent of  Bengaluru Central 
Prison K Suresh sent the letter 
to the DRI on March 7.

In the four-page letter in Eng-
lish, Ranya stated that they 
(DRI officers) apprehended her 
from inside the aircraft and 
from that time till she was pro-
duced before the court, she was 
hit and slapped for about 15 
times by the officers whom she 
can identify. Unable to bear the 
pressure and torture, she 
signed around 60 pages of  state-
ment and around 40 blank pag-
es.  Ranya alleged that DRI of-
ficers forced her to starve and 

did not allow her to sleep while 
in custody. She requested the 
ADG not to consider her state-
ments recorded after her arrest 
till she was produced before the 
court. She mentioned her Un-
der Trial Prisoner (UTP) 
number as 2198/25

Meanwhile, the court ad-
journed the hearing of  the bail 
petition of  Tarun Konduru 
Raju, a close associate of  Ran-
ya, to Monday. He was arrested 
by DRI officers on Sunday. Ra-
ju’s advocates filed the bail peti-
tion on Friday and the court 
asked DRI officers to file objec-
tions to it on Saturday.

Agencies investigating the 
case have reportedly ques-
tioned two city-based business-
men, suspecting their involve-
ment in hawala transactions in 
the gold smuggling case. These 
two are into gold business and 
were reportedly sending mon-
ey to Dubai and receiving gold 
from there. 

During the ED raid on multi-
ple locations in the city on 
Thursday, the premises of  these 
bu s i n e s s m e n  we re  a l s o 
searched. A person from Hosa-
mane Layout in Chikkamagalu-
ru is also said to have been 
picked up for questioning. 

K’TAKA DGP RAO ORDERED TO GO ON LEAVE
Bengaluru: The Karnataka government on Saturday ordered 
DGP K Ramachandra Rao, Chairman and Managing Director of 
Karnataka State Police Housing and Infrastructure 
Development Corporation Ltd., and step-father of actor 
Ranya Rao, prime accused in the gold smuggling case, to go 
on compulsory leave. KV Sharath Chandra, ADGP, 
Recruitment, has been given concurrent charge of Rao’s post 
with immediate effect.

Ranya Rao

ISRO successfully conducts 
hot testing of CE20 cryogenic  
engine for LVM3-M6 mission
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Bengaluru 

THE Indian Space Research Or-
ganisation (ISRO) successfully 
conducted the flight acceptance 
hot testing of  the CE20 cryo-
genic engine for the sixth op-
erational mission of  the LVM3 
launch vehicle (LVM3-M6) on 
Saturday. The test took place at 
the ISRO Propulsion Complex 
(IPRC) in Mahendragiri. Cryo-
genic engines undergo hot test-
ing before every mission as 
part of  the flight acceptance 
process. 

Until now, these tests were 
conducted at the High-Altitude 
Test (HAT) facility at IPRC, 
where vacuum conditions are 
simulated using complex in-
stallations, limiting the test du-
ration to 25 seconds. However, 
in this latest test, the engine 
was fired for an extended dura-
tion of  100 seconds for the first 
time under non-vacuum condi-
tions using an innovative Noz-

zle Protection System.
This new method significant-

ly reduces the setup time and 
effort required for flight accept-
ance testing, enabling faster 
delivery of  cryogenic stages for 
space missions. The CE20 en-
gine met all test objectives, with 
performance parameters close-
ly matching predictions 
throughout the test. The engine 
will now be integrated into the 
Cryogenic Upper Stage of  the 
LVM3-M6 launch vehicle, 
scheduled for liftoff  in the sec-
ond half  of  2025.

DEVASWOM BOARD
‘Clarify on display 
of DYFI flags in 
temple event’  
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Kollam/T’Puram

THE Travancore Devaswom 
Board has intervened after rev-
olutionary songs were rendered 
during the festival at Kadakkal 
Devi temple, kicked up a row in 
the state. TDB sought explana-
tion from the temple advisory 
committee over the controver-
sial music programme. The 
board also directed vigilance 
wing to probe into the alleged 
display of  DYFI flags and the 
performance of  songs glorify-
ing the CPM. 
  “The High Court had banned 
the display of  symbols or flags 
of  political, religious and caste 
organisations at temples. The 
TDB is responsible to ensure it. 
The board takes a strict stand 
against such incidents,” the 
board said in a statement. 
Board president PS Prasanth 
told media persons that a probe 
has been ordered and action 
will be taken on the basis of   
the report.


