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India and China face persistent border tensions 
along the Line of Actual Control (LAC), with recent 
diplomatic efforts yielding partial disengagements but 
no full resolution amid global geopolitical strains. 
As of early 2026, these frictions—exacerbated by 
infrastructure buildups and occasional spats like the 
Arunachal Pradesh incident—create a "war duress" 
environment, yet both nations emphasize peace 
through talks. Managing this thorny issue demands 
pragmatic strategies that prioritize de-escalation while 
exploring non-military cooperation.
Tensions stem from the 2020 Galwan clash, 

leading to troop build-ups of 50,000-60,000 on each 
side, though agreements since 2024 have restored 
patrolling in areas like Depsang and Demchok. In 
February 2026, officials stressed upholding LAC 
peace and early issue resolution via mechanisms 
like the Working Mechanism for Consultation and 
Coordination (WMCC). No active "war" exists, but 
militarization and global pressures—like potential 
China-Taiwan escalations—heighten risks of 
miscalculation.
Strategies for de-escalation 
India's "3 Ds" approach—disengagement, de-

escalation, de-induction—pairs with mutual respect, 
sensitivity, and interest alignment. Both sides should 
sustain Special Representatives talks and WMCC 
meetings to verify buffer zones and reduce forward 
deployments incrementally. Phased confidence-
building measures, such as joint verification patrols 
and hotlines, can prevent escalations without 
conceding territory.
Track-two dialogues on shared challenges like 

climate tech and AI governance build trust without 
addressing borders directly. Reviving people-to-people 
exchanges—visas, direct flights, tourism—signals 
normalization, as pledged post-2024 pacts. Multilateral 
forums like SCO and BRICS offer low-risk venues 
for collaboration on global south issues, insulating 
bilateral ties from duress.
Targeted projects in states like West Bengal 

should tie to strict border stability clauses, ensuring 
investments pause if LAC frictions rise. Focus on 
mutual benefits like renewable energy logistics, with 
third-party oversight to avoid dependency.
Under global war pressures, India and China must 

treat border stability as a prerequisite for broader 
engagement, using 2026's BRICS chairship for 
momentum. This pragmatic decoupling of security 
from economics fosters maturity, turning inheritance 
into managed coexistence.

Current dynamics 
along Chinese borders

Nepal’s Gen-Z ushers dramatic shift British Sly-Red Fox outsmarts US Border Control
Move over, James Bond. There’s a new 

British agent in the New York town, and 
he doesn’t need a tuxedo, well just a very 
bushy tail and a complete disregard for 
international maritime law.
In a plot twist straight out of a cartoon 

caper, a crafty 2-year-old red fox pulled 
off the ultimate immigration hack: stowing 
away on a cargo ship from Southampton, 
England, to dodge those ironclad Trump-
era visa norms that have dreamers pacing 
embassy lines.While most people are 
currently navigating the labyrinthine "Extreme 
Vetting" and "Strict Merit" hurdles of the 
2026 U.S. visa process, this 11-pound ginger 

daredevil decided to skip the paperwork 
entirely. He reportedly boarded a vessel full 
of automobiles on February 4, presumably 
looking for a Land Rover but settling for 
a cozy spot between a shipment of Jaguars 
and some very confused Mini Coopers.
"We handle cars, containers, and cruises, 

but even we were surprised to find a 
passenger who paid in zero pounds and 
100% fluff," a spokesperson for the Port of 
Southampton remarked.
U.S. Customs and Border Protection officers 

at the Port of New York and New Jersey 
spotted the 11-pound slyboots hunkered down 
amid the ship's cargo like a furry fugitive 

with a flawless fake 
ID. No ESTA form, 
no lottery entry just 
pure foxy cunning!
T h e  W i l d l i f e 

Conservation Society, Bronx Zoo bosses, 
swooped in on February 19 to play good 
cop. "He's chilling in our Animal Health 
Center, looking sharper than a Wall Street 
fox in a three-piece suit," they quipped.
While visa seekers sweat over MAGA-tight 
borders, this fella's lesson? Sometimes, the 
grass is greener on the other side of the 
Atlantic—if you skip the paperwork and go 
full beast mode.

N e p a l ' s  G e n - Z 
movement has produced 
a dramatic political shift 
in the March 5 House of 
Representatives election, 
delivering a result that 
very few observers and 
analysts had anticipated 
in its scale and clarity.
The Rastriya Swatantra 

Party (RSP) has secured 
125 of the 165 directly 
elected seats in the 
House of Representatives 
and near about 50% 
votes in the proportional 
representation election, 
although the counting 
is going on, positioning 
the party close to a two-
thirds majority in Nepal's 
275-member House of 
Representatives.
If confirmed through 

proportional representation 
allocations and with 
possible alliances, the 
outcome would mark 
the first time in more 
than three decades that 
a single political force 
has commanded such 
authority in Nepal.
At the centre of this 

political shift stands 
Balendra Shah, a 35-year-
old structural engineer 
and former mayor of 
Kathmandu, who has 
emerged as the most 
recognisable figure of a 
generational change in 
Nepali politics.
The election mandate 

is the exhaustion many 
voters feel toward a 
system that, despite 
democratic achievements, 
has struggled to deliver 
stable governance and 
sus t a ined economic 
opportunity.
For Nepal, therefore, 

the question after this 
election is whether the 
political maturity required 
to use such a mandate 
now exists. Nepal's 
democ r a t i c po l i t i c s 
since the 1990s has 
largely revolved around 
three forces: the Nepali 
Congress, the Communist 
Party of Nepal (Unified 
Marxist-Leninist), and 
the Maoist movement 
associated with Pushpa 
Kamal Dahal.
These parties initiated 

and led the historic 
transitions, including the 
end of the monarchy 
and the adoption of the 
Constitution of Nepal 
2015. Over time, they 
also became associated 
with coalition instability, 
factional bargaining and 
a policy environment 
that many investors 
and c i t i z ens found 
unpredictable.
This election appears to 

have significantly reduced 
their political dominance. 
Former prime minister K 
P Sharma Oli, one of the 
most influential figures in 
Nepali politics over the 
past decade, lost his own 
parliamentary contest by 
a large margin.
For many voters, this 

elec t ion became an 
opportunity to challenge 
a pattern of leadership 
that had remained largely 
unchanged for decades.
T h e  p o l i t i c a l 

transformation cannot 
be understood without 
recalling the events of 
last year.
The Nepal Gen Z 

Structural Engineer at 
helm to reshape economy

Protests of 2025 which 
was began as the student-
led demonstrations against 
unemployment, corruption 
and governance failures. 
Young Nepal i many 
of whom are digitally 
connected and politically 
impat ient , demanded 
t r a n s p a r e n c y  a n d 
accountability from the 
state on the background 
of the social media ban 
by the then KP Oli 
Government, where more 
than 75 people were 
killed.
Although the protests 

eventually subsided, they 
changed the political 
conversation.For the first 
time in many years, 
the election campaign 
was focused less on 
ideological slogans and 
more on questions of 
economic performance, 
governance credibility and 
job creation.
In that environment, 

the RSP presented itself 
as an alternative political 
p l a t f o rm p r om i s i n g 
institutional reform, digital 
governance and a greater 
role for private sector-led 
economic growth.
The rise of Balendra Shah 

is unusual in the context 
of South Asian politics.
Born in the Madhesh 
Province, Shah studied 
structural engineering and 
completed postgraduate 
education at Visvesvaraya 
Technological University 
in India. His early public 
recognition came through 
music, where his rap 
lyrics criticised corruption 
and elite privilege, but not 
through politics.
His entry into politics 

occurred in 2022 when 
he won the Kathmandu 
mayoral election as an 
independent candidate.
As mayor, he took a 

visible approach, removing 
illegal structures, tackling 
urban waste, and enforcing 
rules-earning praise for 
decisiveness and criticism 
for being confrontational.
Joining the RSP, his 

popularity and the party's 
anti-establishment stance 
drew strong support, 
especially from younger 
voters.
Nepal's political history 

since the restoration of 
democracy has been 
marked by frequent 
government changes.
Between 1994 and 2026 
the country saw dozens 
of administrations, many 
lasting less than a year. 
Coalition governments 
we r e  c ommon ,  bu t 
shifting alliances often 
slowed policymaking and 
discouraged long-term 
economic planning.
A two- th i rds RSP 

majority could bring 
rare political stability 
i n Nepa l ,  a l l ow ing 
reforms in civil service, 
digital governance, and 
investment, but success 
depends on institutional 
capacity. The outcome has 
drawn regional attention.

Indian PM Narendra 
Modi spoke with both Rabi 
Lamichhane, chairman of 
the Rastriya Swatantra 
Party, and Balendra Shah 
following the results.
On soc i a l  med i a , 

Modi congratulated the 
leaders on their electoral 
success, emphasising 
India's commitment to 
working with Nepal's new 
government for shared 
prosperity and stronger 
bilateral ties, noting that 
relations could reach new 
heights.
T h i s  u n d e r s c o r e s 

how Nepal's political 
stability matters to India. 
The countries share an 
open border, extensive 
trade, and longstanding 
agreements, including the 
1950 India-Nepal Treaty 
of Peace and Friendship.
A Government with a 

strong domestic mandate 
m a y  a l s o  r e s h a p e 
Kathmandu's approach 
to both India and China. 
Despite often receiving 
less attention than its 
larger neighbours, Nepal's 
strategic regional position 
is significant. Frequent 
Government changes 
over the past decade 
have limited its ability to 
pursue consistent foreign 
or economic policies.
A Government with 

a strong parliamentary 
mandate may alter that 
dynamic. Stability will 
enable Nepal to negotiate 
infrastructure partnerships, 
ene rgy expor t s and 
cross-border connectivity 
projects with greater 
confidence.
Hydropower cooperation 

with Bhara t , t rans i t 
connectivity with China 
and r e g i o n a l  t r a d e 
integration could all 
benefit from a more 
pred ic tab le pol i t i ca l 
environment.
In this sense, Nepal's 

election is not only 
a domest ic pol i t ical 
development. It may also 
shape how smaller states 
in South Asia navigate 
relationships with larger 
powers while preserving 
strategic autonomy.

The US authorities have called on the Afghan 
Taliban to release all detained American citizens 
immediately after Washington officially labelled the 
group as a regime responsible for wrongful detention.
The State Department - post its formal designation 

of the Taliban ruled Afghanistan as a regime 
engaging in wrongful detention - warned that the 
Taliban must stop using what Washington described 
as  “hostage diplomacy” or face dire consequences.
The move effectively places the Taliban on 

the same list as Iran. This policy was originally 
introduced by the Donald Trump administration to 
stop foreign governments from using detainees as 
political bargaining chips

US warns Taliban 
on hostages


