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NEW DELHI: The Con-
gress on Wednesday 
attacked the govern-
ment after a Parlia-
mentary panel rec-
ommended an urgent 
review of the Rs 1,000 
minimum monthly pen-
sion under the Employ-
ees’ Pension Scheme, 
1995, and demanded 
that it must take con-
crete steps for redres-
sal.

Congress general sec-
retary in-charge com-
munications Jairam 
Ramesh, alleged that 
over the nearly 12-year 
tenure of the Modi gov-
ernment, many social 
security schemes have 
gradually weakened or 
have been deliberately 
undermined.

Even a basic facil-
ity like a pension has 
remained virtually 
unchanged for a long 
time, despite the rising 
inflation, he said in his 
post in Hindi.

“This has directly 

impacted the elderly 
and economically 
weaker pensioners, who 

are considered the most 
vulnerable sections of 
society. 
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NEW DELHI:   Union Rail-
way Minister Ashwini 
Vaishnaw said Indian 
Railways is undergoing 
unprecedented expan-
sion and modernisation, 
backed by a record allo-
cation of about Rs 2.78 
lakh crore in Union Bud-
get 2026–27. He described 
the shift as a move from 
“slow growth” to “super-
fast transformation,” 
marking a new era.

A major reform—the 
merger of the Railway 
Budget with the Gen-
eral Budget—has signifi-
cantly enhanced financial 
support, enabled year-
round approvals, and 
improved transparency 
through monitoring by 
the Finance Ministry and 
NITI Aayog.

Financials & Opera-
tions

Railways’ key expen-
ditures include about Rs 
1.19 lakh crore on staff, 
Rs 64,000 crore on pen-
sions, Rs 32,000 crore on 
energy, and Rs 23,000 

crore on finance costs. 
Despite this, it maintains 
a modest surplus. Electri-
fication has reduced die-
sel use, saving around Rs 
6,000 crore.

Infrastructure & 
Capacity

Freight loading has 
risen from 1,055 to 1,650 
million tonnes, mak-
ing Indian Railways the 
world’s second-largest 
freight carrier. Around 
35,000 km of new 
tracks have been laid, 
while electrification has 
reached nearly 47,000 
km, covering over 99% 
of the network. ROBs 

and RUBs have increased 
to about 14,000, and 
automatic signalling now 
exceeds 4,000 km. Pro-
duction of LHB coaches, 
locomotives, and wagons 
has also grown substan-
tially.

Safety & Technology
Railway accidents have 

reduced by nearly 90%, 
supported by safety 
investments of about Rs 
1.2 lakh crore. The indig-
enous Kavach system is 
being deployed across 
thousands of kilometres 
and locomotives, along-
side AI- and IoT-based 
monitoring systems.

Passenger Services
Railways runs over 

25,500 trains daily, 

with 70% coaches in gen-
eral and sleeper classes. 
It provides an annual 
subsidy of about Rs 
60,000 crore, ensuring 
affordable travel. Over 
160 Vande Bharat and 60 
Amrit Bharat trains are 
operational, with more 
under production.

Modernisation & 
Expansion

The RailOne App has 
crossed 2.5 crore down-
loads, integrating multi-
ple passenger services. 
Railway exports under 
Make in India have 
exceeded Rs 24,000 
crore. Around 1,300 
stations are being rede-
veloped, while projects 
worth Rs 4.27 lakh crore 
and 27,000 km of new 
lines have been sanc-
tioned under PM Gati 
Shakti.

Future Outlook
The Mumbai–Ahmeda-

bad bullet train project is 
progressing, with phased 
commissioning planned 
from 2027. Seven addi-
tional high-speed corri-
dors are proposed, sig-
nalling a transformative 
future for Indian Rail-
ways.
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Punjab to seek royalty 
from Rajasthan for 

providing water.
Bhagwant Mann  

Punjab CM

IR in era of ‘Super-Fast 
Transformation’

Security 
tightened 
MATHURA: Elaborate 
security arrangements are 
in place in Mathura and 
Ayodhya and the temple 
towns have been decked 
up for President Droupadi 
Murmu’s three-day visit 
starting Thursday.

Authorities are prior-
itising cleanliness, security 
and traffic arrangements 
to ensure the programme 
remains smooth.

In Mathura, roads 
across Vrindavan and 
Govardhan have been 
repaired and rebuilt. As 
part of the beautification 
drive, walls feature paint-
ings of Radha-Krishna 
and dividers decorated 
with flower pots. Public 
spaces have been cleared 
of garbage and prominent 
religious sites are being 
adorned for the Presi-
dent’s visit. District offi-
cials said special arrange-
ments are in place to 
manage the monkey men-
ace in the area. Large cut-
outs of langurs have been 
installed at key locations in 
Vrindavan and Govardhan 
to deter monkeys from 
snatching the belongings 
of devotees.

SSP Mathura Shlok 
Kumar said a three-tier 
security arrangement is in 
place. Officers of SP rank 
have been assigned to each 
place. Provincial Armed 
Constabulary (PAC) per-
sonnel and plainclothes 
police will be deployed, 
while social media is being 
monitored, he said.

‘Rs 1000 minimum monthly 
pension under EPF a joke’

Budget merger boosted funding, enabled year-round  
approvals, improved transparency.
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