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BRIDGE ENDS DECADES OF ISOLATION 
FOR ISLANDERS OF PERUMBALAM 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Alappuzha

CHIEF Minister Pinarayi Vijayan on 
Saturday opened the Perumbalam 
Bridge, one of  the most impressive 
bridges in the state in terms of  both 
size and design. The bridge, con-
structed at a cost of  ̀ 106 crore using 
funds from KIIFB, is expected to ease 
travel difficulties for nearly 12,000 
residents of  Perumbalam island.

The 1,157-metre-long bridge, built 
across the Vembanad Lake, is the 
longest bridge constructed across a 
lake in Kerala. It has a width of  11 
metres and features three distinctive 
bow-string arches in rainbow col-
ours at the central span, making it a 
major architectural attraction.

The project fulfils a decades-long 
dream of  the people of  Perumbalam 
Island. Thousands gathered at the 
venue to witness the inauguration 
ceremony. 

The chief  minister’s motorcade 
arrived near the bridge around noon, 
following which he officially inaugu-
rated the bridge by cutting the rib-

bon amid loud cheers from the 
crowd.

Public Works Minister P A Mo-
hamed Riyas, Agriculture Minister 
P Prasad, and Fisheries Minister 
Saji Cherian were also present at the 
event. After the inauguration, the 
chief  minister’s convoy travelled 
through the bridge to the other side.

Along with the bridge opening, a 
KSRTC bus service was also launched 
to Perumbalam island. Residents 
welcomed the first KSRTC bus bear-

ing the ‘Perumbalam Island’ sign-
board with enthusiastic applause as 
it crossed the bridge.

Perumbalam panchayat consists 
of  14 wards with a population of  
around 12,000. Meanwhile, during 
his visit to Alappuzha, the chief  min-
ister chose not to visit senior CPM 
leader G Sudhakaran though the 
CM’s convoy passed through the area 
where the latter resides. 

The CM arrived at Punnapra Car-
mel Ground, which is close to Sud-
hakaran’s house and his convoy 
passed close to Sudhakaran’s resi-
dence on the way to the event, but the 
CM did not stop to meet him.

Riyas had invited Sudhakaran and 
ensured that his picture was carried 
in the invitation letter. It is learnt 
that Sudhakaran had earlier in-
formed authorities that he would not 
attend the inauguration due to health 
issues. Sudhakaran removed the live 
streaming of the bridge inaugura-
tion from his Facebook page, alleg-
ing that the link had been shared by 
an admin of  the CPM district com-
mittee without his permission.

Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan inaugurating 
the Perumbalam Bridge at Arookutty in 
Alappuzha on Saturday |  EXPRESS 

E X P R E S S  R E A D
Man abducted, tortured overnight;  
gang films him nude in Kasaragod
Kasaragod; A 37-year-old man from Kanhangad was allegedly 
abducted and tortured overnight by a gang that later stripped 
him and filmed him nude, threatening to release the footage 
on social media if he approached the police. The incident 
occurred on March 4 after the victim was invited for a ride by a 
local acquaintance identified as Afsal. According to police, the 
man boarded Afsal’s car from Kanhangad. Afsal later drove to 
Uppala and asked the victim to get into another car, where 
four more men were waiting. The gang allegedly began 
assaulting him and drove around different places while filming 
the incident. Towards dawn, they stopped near a ground in 
Uppala, dragged him out of the vehicle, stripped him and 
filmed him nude. They allegedly threatened to upload the 
footage on social media.
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India is passing through a moment where silence 
and neutrality have become criminal. It is a time 
when the average Indian bows their head in shame.
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