
07 MONDAY 09�03�2026DHARMAPURI

Three held 
near Salem  

in money 
extortion bid

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Salem

THREE persons were arrested 
in connection with the extor-
tion of  money from migrant 
labourers at Sankagiri in Sa-
lem district.

According to the police, the 
complainant, M Saharudeen 
(25), a native of  West Bengal, 
recently returned from a for-

eign country and was search-
ing for a job. He decided to trav-
el with two persons from his 
native, Jasmudeen and Najmal, 
who were heading to Thrissur 
in Kerala for work.

The three boarded the Thiru-
vananthapuram Express and 
when the train neared Pal-
akkad, an unidentified person 
approached them, gave them a 

visiting card with a phone 
number and asked them to 
contact him for job op-
portunities. Believing 
it to be genuine, they 
called the number and 
were asked to come to 
Sankagiri.

Following the instruc-
tions, the trio reached Sank-
agiri where they were picked 

up in a car and taken to an iso-
lated room several kilome-

tres from the town. A 
group of  men allegedly 
locked them inside a 
room and assaulted 
them with wooden logs 
while demanding mon-

ey from their families. 
The gang demanded `30,000 

from each of  them. 

After Jasmudeen and Najmal 
sent the money, they were re-
leased. Saharudeen’s family 
later sent the amount, after 
which the accused allegedly 
dropped him along the Salem-
Coimbatore National Highway 
late on Friday night and fled.

Saharudeen subsequently 
lodged a complaint with Sanka-
giri police.

Based on the complaint, po-
lice conducted a search and ar-
rested three persons — M So-
masundaram (34)  and R 
Koushik Kumar (28) from 
Tiruchengode in Namakkal 
district, and G Ilaiyraja (35) of  
Erode district. The accused 
were remanded in judicial cus-
tody. Police said efforts are on 
to trace two more persons.

DALIT FARMER ATTACKED 
WITH SICKLE BY FOUR OBC 
PERSONS IN NELLAI
TIRUNELVELI: A 65-year-old Scheduled 
Caste farmer was allegedly attacked with 
a sickle by a group of four persons 
belonging to different Other Backward 
Classes (OBC) communities near 
Cheranmahadevi on Sunday evening. The 
police have launched a search to trace the 
suspects. Sources said, U Murugan (65), a 
resident of Udhayamarthandapuram 
village near South Ariyanayagipuram 
panchayat, had gone to bathe in 
Thamirabarani River. During this time, a 
few persons from the same locality 
reportedly picked a quarrel with him. After 
finishing his bath, Murugan was walking 
back home when the four men allegedly 
intercepted him and attacked him with a 
sickle, leaving him with a deep cut on his 
left shoulder. The assailants fled the spot 
soon after the attack.  Murugan, who 
sustained serious injuries, was rescued by 
local residents and taken to the 
Government Hospital in Cheranmahadevi. 
After being administered first aid, he was 
referred to the Tirunelveli Medical College 
Hospital for further treatment. The 
Cheranmahadevi police have registered a 
case and are searching for suspects.  ENS

Exact cause of youth’s death will be 
known only after autopsy: Sources
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

HE added that his son was speaking to family members 
even on Saturday and demanded stringent action 
against the policemen responsible for the brutal attack. 
“The police could have left my son alive by just breaking 
his leg with stones instead of  killing him,” said the in-
consolable father. 

Sources from GRH, where his body is kept, said the 
exact cause of  the death would be known only after a 
postmortem.

Separate protests led by family members continued 
in Manamadurai and in front of  the GRH in Madurai 
demanding action against policemen, a case under the 
SC/ST Act, compensation for the family, and a govern-
ment job for a family member. 

Akash was one of  the two suspects (the other being R 
Guna (23) from the same locality) who assaulted P Jeya-
kumar (37) of  Jeeva Nagar in Manamadurai and his 
friend R Alagar (40) of  Aathanoor at 10.30 pm on March 
5 near Zion Nagar in Manamadurai with machetes over 
a petty quarrel. The victims, who work at a chicken shop 
and a hotel, respectively, sustained injuries and were 
admitted to the GSMCH for treatment. CCTV footage of  
the attack later surfaced on social media. Akash was 
remanded by a court in connection with the case and 
was under treatment. Henri Tiphagne, advisor of  the 
Joint Action Against Custodial Torture – Tamil Nadu 
(JAACT-TN) condemned the police in a video statement. 
Akash’s case is the 26th such death in police custody, he 
said. The postmortem must be conducted following all 
due procedures and guidelines, Tiphagne said.

AICC chief Mallikarjun Kharge accuses PM of yielding to pressure from US over oil purchase
R A M A K R I S H N A  B A D S E S H I  
@Kalaburagi

AICC president and Leader of  
the Opposition in the Rajya 
Sabha, Mallikarjun Kharge, on 
Sunday launched a sharp at-
tack on Donald Trump and 
Narendra Modi, alleging that 
“Trump is a dictator and Modi 
is his slave”.

Speaking at a foundation-
stone laying ceremony for de-
velopment projects worth over 
D1,060 crore in the Chittapur 
constituency of  Kalaburagi dis-
trict, Kharge criticised the Cen-
tre’s foreign policy and accused 
the Prime Minister of  yielding 
to pressure from the US.

Referring to India’s oil pur-
chases from Russia, Kharge 
claimed that the US had per-
mitted such imports only for a 
month and alleged that Modi 
was acting in accordance with 
Washington’s directions.

Commenting on the ongoing 
conflict in West Asia, he said 
that during the tenure of  Jawa-
harlal Nehru, India had pur-
sued the policy of  Non-Align-
ment Movement, which, he 

said, had helped maintain glo-
bal peace. “But what is Modi 
doing now? After he went to Is-
rael, it bombed Iran. Iran’s 
leader Khamenei was assassi-
nated. If  the leader of  a coun-
try is assassinated, will that 
country be at peace? Will it be 
possible for the world to be at 
peace?” Kharge asked, adding 
that Modi’s friendship with 
Trump had placed India in a 
difficult position.

He further alleged that files 

related to Jeffrey Epstein con-
tained information about indi-
viduals who had visited the dis-
graced financier and claimed 
that Trump was withholding 
them to pressure Modi.

Defending the record of  the 
Indian National Congress, 
Kharge said that although the 
party had governed the coun-
try for decades, it had always 
protected India’s interests. “No 
other country imposed condi-
tions on India when Congress 

was in power,” he said.
Accusing the Bharatiya Ja-

nata Party of  focusing only on 
criticism, Kharge said its lead-
ers frequently target Congress 
figures including Sonia Gan-
dhi, Rahul Gandhi, himself, 
Priyank Kharge, Siddaramaiah 
and D. K. Shivakumar.

He also highlighted develop-
ment works undertaken during 
Congress governments, stating 
that projects such as the Gadag–
Wadi railway line, roads and 
highways were initiated during 
the party’s tenure.

Referring to the implementa-
tion of  Article 371J granting 
special status to the Kalyana 
Karnataka region, Kharge said 
the provision had helped stu-
dents from the area access op-
portunities in higher educa-
tion. He added that the then 
Union Home Minister LK Ad-
vani had not responded to the 
demand earlier.

Expressing pride in his son 
and Chittapur MLA, Priyank 
Kharge, he said the legislator 
had been raising issues con-
cerning people across the 
country.

Mallikarjun Kharge and Karnataka Deputy Chief Minister DK Shivakumar at the 
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‘Trump is a dictator, Modi his slave’

Police resorted to a mild lathi-charge to 
disperse fans who gathered to see Jr NTR during 
his visit to open a private hospital in Bengaluru 
on Sunday after some forced their way inside
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