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People free to eat
what they want, party
against open sale of
beef only .

Samik Bhattacharya
West Bengal BJP president

DMDK joins DMK,
setback for NDA

DMDK viewed the move as a major political shift that would
enhance its prospects in polls.
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CHENNAI: The Prema-
latha Vijayakanth-led
DMDK’s decision to reject
the AIADMK and join its
political rival, the DMK,
has come as a setback to
the NDA, which is trying
to woo the party back
into its fold.

The DMDK’s move
drew a strong reaction
from the BJP, which has
been attempting to bring
together parties opposed
to the DMK under the
NDA to dislodge the rul-
ing party in the upcom-
ing Assembly elections.

The DMDK, however,
viewed the move as a
major political shift that

TN CM MK Stalin, DMDK General Secretary Premalatha Vijayakanth and
others during a meeting, at DMK headquarters in Chennai, Thursday.

would enhance its pros-
pects in the elections.
“This is not just a politi-
cal decision (to align with
the DMK)... it is my com-
mitment to protect the
trust of the people. With
the blessings of the Cap-
tain (Vijayakanth) and the
support of the people, we

will definitely win,” Pre-
malatha Vijayakanth said
in a post on the social
media platform X.

A senior AIADMK
leader said party general
secretary Edappadi K
Palaniswami had already
assured a Rajya Sabha
seat to the DMDK.

HIGHLIGHT

© BJP worked hard to
stop Premalatha from
backing the DMK

® DMK is signalling to
Congress to accept its
seat offer.

“Efforts were made to
rope in the party, as it
has been opposed to the
DMK since Vijayakanth
launched it,” he said.

A BJP functionary
admitted that senior
leaders, including Union
Minister L. Murugan, had
made hectic efforts to
ensure that Premalatha
did not tilt towards the
DMK.

SpiceJet
barred

NEW DELHI: Bangladesh
has barred SpiceJet from
using its airspace as the
budget carrier is yet to
repay pending dues,
according to sources.

With the Bangladesh
airspace not being avail-
able, the airline is taking
longer routes for some
of its flights from Kolk-
ata, including to Guwa-
hati.

When contacted, a
SpiceJet spokesperson
on Thursday said the
airline was in regular
dialogue with the rele-
vant authorities on oper-
ational and procedural
matters, including nav-
igation-related charges.
“These are routine
industry issues and we
are working construc-
tively towards an early
resolution. Our flight
operations remain unaf-
fected, and we continue
to operate our scheduled
services in line with reg-
ulatory requirements,”
the spokesperson said in
a statement.
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BETTER PASSENGER ACCESS
Howrah-Junagarh Road Ispat Express extension
boosts western Odisha connectivity

BHUBANESWAR: In a major boost to
rail connectivity in Western Odisha,
the Howrah-Titlagarh Ispat Express
has been extended up to Junagarh
Road, improving access for passengers
in Balangir and Kalahandi districts.
The inaugural run on the extended
Junagarh Road-Titlagarh section is
scheduled for February 19, 2026.
Train No. 12871 will now run from
Howrah to Junagarh Road with effect

from February 21, while Train No. 12872
will originate from Junagarh Road for
Howrah from February 22. The train
will stop at Kesinga, Lanjigarh Road
and Bhawanipatna between Titlagarh
and Junagarh Road. Existing timings
and stoppages between Howrah and
Titlagarh remain unchanged. The
service will continue as a Superfast
Express up to Titlagarh and operate as
a Mail/Express thereafter.

Infiltration
bid foiled

JAMMU: An infiltration
attempt by terrorists was
scuttled by alert troops
of the Indian Army along
the Line of Control (LoC)
in Rajouri district of
Jammu and Kashmir on
Thursday, the army said.
Based on Intelligence
inputs and sustained
surveillance, suspicious
movement of terror-
ists was detected in the
general area of Nathua
Tibba in Sunderbani sec-
tor along the LoC during
the early hours of Thurs-
day, the army’s White
Knight Corps said. They
further informed that
the troops responded
with swift and calibrated
fire, successfully foiling
the infiltration attempt.
“Our troops suitably
repositioned and re-ori-
ented to ensure com-
prehensive domination
of the area through inte-
grated ground and aerial
surveillance. A high state
of operational alert con-
tinues to be maintained
across the sector,” the
corps said in a post on X.

‘Naxalism
drawing its
last breaths in
the country’

GUWAHATI:  Asserting
that Naxalism is draw-
ing its last breaths, CRPF
Director General GP
Singh on Thursday said
the menace will be erad-
icated from the country
by March as announced
by Home Minister Amit
Shah.

Addressing the DG’s
Parade of the force in
Guwahati, he said deci-
sive steps have been
taken by the CRPF in
joint operations with
other security agencies
against Naxalites in the
last year. “In the opera-
tions against Naxals, we
have achieved unprece-
dented success. Decisive
steps have been taken in
the joint operations with
other security agencies,”
he said, highlighting the
role of the General Duty
battalion and CoBRA
Commandos of the
CRPF in it. “Naxalism is
drawing its last breaths.
Through our joint opera-
tions, Naxalism is mostly
over.
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Project will moder-
nise the station to
handle 5,000+ peak
passengers.

BHUBANESWAR: Therede-
velopment of Brahmapur
Railway Station has been
sanctioned at a cost of Rs
93.19 crore under Phase-I,
marking a major boost
to railway infrastructure
in Southern Odisha. The
project aims to transform
the busy station into a

| SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT HUB |

Major Railway infra push to
accelerate growth in Brahmapur

modern, passenger-
friendly and sustainable
transport hub designed to
handle peak hour traffic
of over 5,000 passengers.
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© Brahmapur handles
162 trains daily,
serving southern
districts.

Known as the Silk City

and a gateway to tourist
destinations like Gopal-
pur Sea Beach and Tara-
tarini Temple, Brahmapur
serves around 162 trains
daily and caters to passen-
gers from several south-
ern districts.




