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NIQ NOTICE

Quotations are invited by the DI&CO,
Darjeeling, for the supply of a Decorated
Tableau, Toto with Sound System, and
L-Gate for the Folk Dance Workshop and
Programme to be held from 8th to 10th
February, 2026, at Dinabandhu
Mancha, Siliguri.
Last date for submission of quotations is
01.02.2026 up to 2:00 p.m. The
quotations will be opened on the same
day at 4:00 p.m. For further details,
please contact the office of the
undersigned.

MemoNo.: 870(3)/ADVT./SDI&CO/SLG.
Date : 24.01.2026.

NIQ No.: 20/DI&CO/DARJ Date: 21.01.2026

Sd/- District Information
& Cultural Officer, Darjeeling

NIQ NOTICE

Quotations are invited by the DI&CO,
Darjeeling, for the supply of Tea, Tiffin,
and Dinner for the Folk Dance Workshop
and Programme to be held from 8th to
10th February, 2026, at Dinabandhu
Mancha, Siliguri.
Last date for submission of quotations is
07.02.2026 up to 2:00 p.m. The
quotations will be opened on the same
day at 4:00 p.m. For further details,
please contact the office of the
undersigned.

MemoNo.: 870(3)/ADVT./SDI&CO/SLG.
Date : 24.01.2026.

NIQ No.: 19/DI&CO/DARJ Date: 21.01.2026

Sd/- District Information
& Cultural Officer, Darjeeling

NIQ NOTICE

Quotations are invited by the DI&CO,
Darjeeling, for the supply of Breakfast
and Lunch for the Folk Dance Workshop
and Programme to be held from 8th to
10th February, 2026, at Dinabandhu
Mancha, Siliguri.
Last date for submission of quotations is
07.02.2026 up to 2:00 p.m. The
quotations will be opened on the same
day at 4:00 p.m. For further details,
please contact the office of the
undersigned.

MemoNo.: 870(3)/ADVT./SDI&CO/SLG.
Date : 24.01.2026.

NIQ No.: 18/DI&CO/DARJ Date: 21.01.2026

Sd/- District Information
& Cultural Officer, Darjeeling

NIQ NOTICE

Quotations are invited by the DI&CO,
Darjeeling, for the supply of a Vehicle
on a hire basis, including Fuel, for the
Folk Dance Workshop and Programme
to be held from 8th to 10th February,
2026, at Dinabandhu Mancha, Siliguri.
Last date for submission of quotations is
07.02.2026 up to 2:00 p.m. The
quotations will be opened on the same
day at 4:00 p.m. For further details,
please contact the office of the
undersigned.

MemoNo.: 870(3)/ADVT./SDI&CO/SLG.
Date : 24.01.2026.

NIQ No.: 17/DI&CO/DARJ Date: 21.01.2026

Sd/- District Information
& Cultural Officer, Darjeeling

NIQ NOTICE

Quotations are invited by the DI&CO,
Darjeeling, for Venue Branding,
Inaugural Programme, Decorative
Lighting, and Flower Decoration for the
Folk Dance Workshop and Programme
to be held from 8th to 10th February,
2026, at Dinabandhu Mancha, Siliguri.
Last date for submission of quotations is
07.02.2026 up to 2:00 p.m. The
quotations will be opened on the same
day at 4:00 p.m. For further details,
please contact the office of the
undersigned.

MemoNo.: 870(3)/ADVT./SDI&CO/SLG.
Date : 24.01.2026.

NIQ No.: 16/DI&CO/DARJ Date: 21.01.2026

Sd/- District Information
& Cultural Officer, Darjeeling

also introduced flexibility
for smaller schools through
a Counselling Hub and
Spoke School Model,
under which "Hub" schools
mentor nearby "Spoke"
schools. For career
guidance, it has mandated
a student-to-counsellor
ratio of 1:500 for students
of Classes 9 to 12.The
minimum qualification for
a Career Counsellor
includes a graduate or
postgraduate degree in
disciplines such as
Humanities, Science,
Social Sciences,
Management, Education or
Technology.

According to Advocate
Sujeet Swami, who filed
the PIL, the plea had sought
amendments to address the
mental health needs of

students from primary to
senior secondary levels. It
had stressed the
importance of expert
career guidance,
particularly after Class 10.
He noted that with the
CBSE implementing the
changes, they wait for
similar reforms at RBSE-
affiliated schools.Advocate
Amit Dadhich of the
Rajasthan High Court
welcomed the decision.

He said that
representations have been
made before the court to
develop a structured
mental health support
system for college and
university students in
Rajasthan, with positive
outcomes expected soon.

CBSE makes mental health, career
counsellors mandatory in affiliated schools

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

KOTA, JAN 24:  In a
significant policy reform
aimed at strengthening
students' mental health and
providing them with career
guidance, the Central
Board of Secondary
Education has made the
appointment of socio-
emotional and career
counsellors mandatory in
all affiliated schools.For
this, the national education
board amended Clause
2.4.12 of the CBSE
Affiliation Bye-Laws, 2018,
following a Public Interest
Litigation (PIL) filed before
the Rajasthan High Court
in July 2025 by Kota-based
advocate Sujeet Swami and
some psychology experts.
The PIL highlighted rising

mental health challenges
among students, including
academic stress and lack
of structured career
guidance, and sought
mandatory provisions for
qualified counsellors and a
uniform mental health
support framework in
schools. During the hearing
in September 2025, a bench
headed by the Chief
Justice of Rajasthan High
Court sought responses and
suggestions from the CBSE,
the Rajasthan Board of
Secondary Education
(RBSE), the University
Grants Commission, and
the state government. After
considering the
submissions, the CBSE
introduced key
amendments through a
circular on January 19,

2026. Under the revised
provisions, the CBSE has
added two new sub-clauses.
Clause 2.4.12.1 mandates
that every CBSE school
appoint one regular
Counselling and Wellness
Teacher, or socio-emotional
counsellor, for every 500
students. Clause 2.4.12.2
makes the appointment of
a Career Counsellor
compulsory. Earlier, CBSE
norms required the
appointment of a full-time
psychological counsellor
only in schools having
more than 300 students in
Classes 9 to 12, while
smaller schools were
permitted to engage part-
time counsellors. The
education board has
prescribed minimum
eligibility criteria for these

counsellors. The
Counselling and Wellness
Teacher must possess a
graduate or postgraduate
degree in Psychology or a
postgraduate degree in
Social Work with
specialisation in mental
health or counselling.
They must also undergo a
mandatory 50-hour CBSE-
recognised capacity-
building programme.

Their responsibilities
include student and parent
counselling, social-
emotional learning, crisis
i n t e r v e n t i o n ,
identification of mental
health concerns,
sensitisation of teachers
and parents, and
m a i n t a i n i n g
confidentiality and ethical
standards. The CBSE has

NEW DELHI, JAN 24:  Over 70 fugitives, wanted by
India, were located abroad during 2024-25, according
to an official report.As many as 203 fugitives wanted
by other countries were detected/located in India
during the same period.A total of 71 "wanted
persons/fugitives wanted by India" were located
abroad in 2024-25, according to the annual report of
the Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and
Pensions.The number of such wanted fugitives
located abroad is the highest in the over a decade
time, officials claimed.A total of 27 fugitives/wanted
persons returned to India, from abroad in the last
financial year, said the ministry's annual report for
2024-25.It also gave details on the working of  the
Central Bureau of  Investigation (CBI), which acts as
the National Central Bureau (NCB) -- the nodal point
for Interpol in India.During the period of April, 2024
to March, 2025, 74 Letters Rogatory (LRs) were sent
abroad, out of which 54 pertained to CBI cases and 20
of  them to state law enforcement and other central
agencies, the report said. Letters Rogatory is a
judicial request to authorities abroad to seek
cooperation in a probe being conducted by Indian
investigating agencies.

IN BRIEF
Over 70 fugitives wanted
by India located abroad

Kailash  Satyarthi in favour of regulation
ofsocial media to reduce negative impact

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

HYDERABAD, JAN 24:
Nobel Peace Laureate
Kailash Satyarthi on
Saturday favoured
regulation of social media,
including access to minors,
to reduce its negative
impact though on a positive
note, it can help in
spreading moral values and
building communities.
Satyarthi's comments came
against the backdrop of
Australia banning social
media for Under-16s.

"I think social media
must definitely be
regulated, not banned,
anywhere in the world.
Because a lot of hatred,
violence, a lot of untruth
and fake things are
propagated through social
media," Satyarthi, who is in
the city to attend the
Hyderabad Literary
Festival, told PTI.

"We also see how social
media is misused for
trafficking of children,
child sexual abuse; these

things have to be regulated,"
he said, when asked if he
favoured a ban on social
media for children in India,
like in Australia. The
misuse of social media
should be stopped, he said.
In India, the Andhra
Pradesh government has
appointed a committee to

explore, among others, the
possibility of restricting or
banning children below 16
years of age from accessing
online platforms.

Australia has become
the first country to ban
social media for children
under 16 from December 10,
2025, blocking access to

various platforms.
Satyarthi also said his
organisation had fought for
stopping and criminalising
online child sexual abuse,
which is an organised
crime.

RTI can’t replace
probe, trial, says
UP Information
Commission;
turns down CCTV
footage request
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

LUCKNOW, JAN 24:  The
Uttar Pradesh State
Information Commission
has ruled that CCTV
footage can be provided
only if it forms part of a
court order or a police
probe, noting that the RTI
Act can not be treated as a
substitute for investigation
or trial. The ruling was
given by a bench headed
by State Information
Commissioner (SIC)
Mohammad  Nadeem,
while hearing a plea under
the Right to Information
(RTI) Act seeking CCTV
footage from a hospital in
the Bijnordistrict. In his
order, the information
commissioner said, "Unless
the CCTV footage of a
hospital premises is part of
a police investigation or a
judicial order, it cannot be
made available to any
individual merely on
demand."

Hearing an appeal filed
by Kulwant Singh, the SIC
observed that even if
allegations related to fake
medical practices are
assumed to be true, their
examination should be
carried out through a
police investigation, a
competent court or
departmental disciplinary
proceedings. The RTI Act,
he said, cannot be treated
as a substitute for
investigation or trial.He
noted that hospitals are
public health institutions
where hundreds of
patients, their attendants,
doctors and staff move
daily. According to an
official statement, Nadeem
said CCTV footage records
not only the activities of
the appellant but also those
of many other patients and
individuals, making it an
issue directly linked to
their privacy.

"Unless there is a valid
reason or larger public
interest, the RTI law does
not permit violation of
anyone's privacy.


