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2,225
Islamic State detainees received by Iraq after 
US transfers from Syria began last month
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Trump leans on 
military for Iran, 
Ukraine diplomacy
WASHINGTON

US President Donald Trump 
has taken the unusual step of  
tapping military leaders for 
high-level diplomacy, sending 
the top US commander in the 
Middle East to talks over Iran’s 
nuclear programme and posi-
tioning the Army secretary as 
a key negotiator on ending the 
Russia-Ukraine war.

Adm. Brad Cooper, head 
of  US Central Command, for 
the first time joined indirect 
US-Iran talks Friday in 
Oman, appearing in his dress 
uniform as a reminder of  the 
American buildup of  mili-
tary might in the region. As 
Army Secretary Dan Dris-
coll reprised his role at Rus-
sia-Ukraine talks this week, 
he worked to keep the con-
versation going with Ukrain-
ian officials in the downtime 
between sessions, according 
to a person familiar with the 
negotiations who spoke on 
condition of  anonymity to 
discuss the sensitive talks.

With special envoy Steve 
Witkoff  and Trump’s son-in-
law Jared Kushner balancing 
both sets of  thorny negotia-
tions, the choice to bring in 
military leaders — whether 

for their expertise, connec-
tions or to signal potential 
tougher options — reflects 
how the Republican adminis-
tration has upended tradi-
tional US foreign policy and 
diplomacy. Elisa Ewers, who 
served in national security po-
sitions in the George W Bush 
and Obama administrations, 
said placing active-duty mili-
tary leaders like Cooper in 
diplomatic roles shows how 
the Trump administration has 
devalued skilled diplomats 
and the tools of  diplomacy in 
favor of  an overreliance on 
the military to try to solve for-
eign policy challenges.

“It often takes an enormous 
amount of  time, investment 
and hard work to get to the 
point where you can say di-
plomacy has succeeded,” said 
Ewers, now a Middle East 
scholar at the Center for a 
New American Security, quot-
ing the idiom that “not every 
nail needs a hammer.” But 
Eliot Cohen, who served as 
counselor of  the State Depart-
ment in the George W. Bush 
administration, noted how 
American generals were in-
volved in arms control talks 
with the Soviet Union during 
the Cold War. AP

Iran signals readiness to resume US talks
PARIS: Iran’s Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi said Tehran hopes to 
resume nuclear talks with the United States soon after “a good start” in 
Oman, though trust will take time. He ruled out negotiating Iran’s missile 
programme and warned Iran would target US bases if attacked. Araghchi 
noted a rare handshake with US officials despite indirect talks. President 
Donald Trump called the discussions “very good” and promised another 
round, even as Washington imposed new tariffs and sanctions.
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