
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ T’Puram

LAUNCHING a scathing attack on Chief  
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan, Union Min-
ister of  State for Labour and Employ-
ment, Shobha Karandlaje, alleged 
that the CM should focus on de-
velopment and not hate speech-
es. “Do not mix politics and de-
velopment. If  the Centre is 
giving money for education, 
medical college and infrastruc-
ture, it will help all, and is in-
dependent of  party politics,” 
she said in a press meet held 
here on Thursday. Karandlaje 
also said that Kerala should 
compare the central funds it 
received ten years ago with 
the allocations given now.

Criticising the state govern-
ment for not taking necessary 
actions towards improving fa-
cilities in the medical colleges 
in Wayanad and Kasaragod, 
Karandlaje said that the gov-
ernment has not allocated 
land for a hospital to be built 
by the ESIC. “The state gov-
ernment failed to allocate 
land for an ESIC Hospital for the labour-
ers, which was announced to be opened 
in Kollam. If  they were genuinely con-
cerned about labourers, they would have 
done something. What we see today from 
them is just crocodile tears,” she said. 
She also said that Kollam MP N K 
Premachandran spoke to the ministry 

officials and informed them that he will 
communicate the issue to the state gov-
ernment. However, the last date to allo-
cate land towards the same was on Tues-
day, because of  which the Union minister 

said it will not happen this year, 
adding that the revenue depart-
ment is also not coordinating 
with them.

Mentioning that Kerala got 
over `63,000 crore as tax devolu-

tion alone in the last two years, 
Karandlaje said that whatever 
is provided to other states is 
also being provided to Kerala. 
“Southern states will benefit 
more from the Union budget 
as it has allocated significant 
funds for  coconut farming,” 
she said, adding that farmers 
should focus on growing high-
yielding and high-density va-
rieties of  the same. The Union 
minister also mentioned that 
the budget provisions for 
cashew, cocoa, sandalwood, 
dairy products, tourism, and 
fisheries will be beneficial to 
the state.

Responding to questions re-
garding no major schemes for the state, 
Karandlaje said that when every state is 
asking for a project, things will take 
place according to how much they coop-
erate. “Our experience with Kerala had 
been bad (in that context),” she said, 
adding that every major project is not 
announced in the budget.
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Do not mix politics & 
devpt, says Union min
Shobha Karandlaje trains guns on CM Pinarayi, state govt 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Alappuzha

THE Kuttanad assembly constituen-
cy has become the first in the state to 
complete all procedures related to the 
Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of  
the electoral roll.

According to official records, the 
draft SIR voter list of  Kuttanad con-
stituency contained 1,50,189 voters. 
Of  these, only 7,057 voters could not 
initially be linked with the 2002 SIR 
list. Hearings were conducted for 
these voters, as well as for 15,323 vot-

ers whose records showed minor dis-
crepancies. After verification of  doc-
uments and uploading of  required 
details, all SIR-related proce-
dures were successfully com-
pleted, making Kuttanad the 
first constituency in the state 
to achieve the milestone.

Following the completion 
of  the verification process, 
1,49,658 voters were found eligible 
and included in the final electoral 
roll. Meanwhile, 531 voters were de-
clared ineligible due to reasons such 

as death, change of  residence, or oth-
er disqualifications.

This achievement was made pos-
sible through the concerted ef-

forts of  the election adminis-
tration. The dedicated and 
coordinated work of  the en-
tire team, noting that the 
timely completion of  the SIR 

process will contribute to en-
suring a more accurate and relia-

ble electoral roll in the constituency, 
said District Election Officer and Col-
lector Alex Varghese.

T’Puram, Koz metros unfit for RRTS link in present form: Behera
The metro projects that the Kochi Metro Rail Ltd is undertaking in Thiruvananthapuram 
and Kozhikode cannot be, in their present form, integrated with the state government’s 
proposed Regional Rapid Transit System, KMRL MD Loknath Behera said on Thursday.

Massive cache 
of explosives 
seized from  
van in Palakkad

Kuttanad 1st in state to complete SIR process 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Palakkad

IN a major crackdown, the po-
lice seized a large quantity of  
explosives concealed in a pick-
up van transporting watermel-
ons from Tamil Nadu. A total 
of  18,000 gelatin sticks, packed 
in 90 boxes with 200 sticks each, 
and 4,800 detonators were 
seized from the vehicle. The ex-
plosives were hidden beneath 
sacks of  watermelons and cov-
ered with a tarpaulin to evade 
detection.

The explosives were recov-
ered after the police intercept-
ed the vehicle near Palakkad 
Medical College following a 
chase based on confidential in-
telligence. The driver, identi-
fied as Senthil Kumar, 48, a na-
tive of  Harur in Dharmapuri, 
Tamil Nadu, was arrested by 
the Palakkad town south police 
in  connection with the 
incident.

The incident occur red 
around 8.30pm on Wednesday. 
When police signalled the vehi-
cle to stop during inspection, it 
failed to comply, prompting of-
ficers to pursue and intercept it 
on the service road near the 
medical college. Police suspect 
that the explosives were being 
smuggled from Tamil Nadu to 
Kozhikode or Thrissur. 

If the Centre is giving 
money for education, 
medical college and 

infrastructure, it will 
help all, and is 

independent of party 
politics. Kerala 

should compare the 
central funds it 

received 10 years ago 
with the allocations 

given now

Shobha Karandlaje, 
Union Minister


