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162 people
killed in armed attacks on  
two villages in western Nigeria

JD Vance seeks strong allied minerals bloc
This comes as Washington looks to secure mineral supplies for key industries, cut reliance on China

WASHINGTON

THE Trump administration wants 
to create a critical minerals trading 
bloc with its allies that will use tar-
iffs to maintain price floors and de-
fend against China’s tactic of  flood-
ing the market to undermine any 
potential competitors.

Vice President JD Vance said on 
Wednesday that the trade war over 
the past year exposed how depend-
ent most countries are on the criti-
cal minerals that China has a stran-
glehold on.

“We want members to form a 
trading bloc among allies and part-
ners, one that guarantees Ameri-
can access to American industrial 
might while also expanding pro-
duction across the entire zone,” 
Vance said at a meeting of  foreign 
m i n i s t e r s  a t  t h e  S t a t e 
Department. 

“What is before all of  us is an op-
portunity at self-reliance that we 
never have to rely on anybody else 

except for each other, for the criti-
cal minerals necessary to sustain 
our industries and to sustain 
growth.”  Critical minerals are 
needed for everything from jet en-
gines to smartphones. China domi-
nates the market for those ingredi-
ents crucial to high-tech products. 

“I think a lot of  us have learned 
the hard way in some ways over 
the last year, how much our econo-

mies depend on these critical min-
erals,” Vance said at the opening 
of  a meeting that Secretary of  
State Marco Rubio is hosting with 
officials from several dozen Euro-
pean, Asian and African nations.  
Two days ago, President Donald 
Trump announced Project Vault, 
a plan for stockpile of  rare ele-
ments to be funded with a USD 10 
billion loan from the US. Export-

Import Bank and nearly USD 1.67 
billion in private capital. 

Trump’s Republican administra-
tion is making such bold moves af-
ter China, which controls 70 per 
cent of the world’s rare earths min-
ing and 90 per cent of  the process-
ing, choked off  the flow of  the ele-
ments in response to Trump’s tariff  
war.  Vance said some countries 
have signed on the trading bloc, 
which is designed to ensure stable 
prices and will provide members ac-
cess to financing and the critical 
minerals. He hoped others would 
agree to after the meeting. Adminis-
tration officials said the plan will 
help the West move beyond com-
plaining about the problem of  ac-
cess to critical minerals to actually 
solving it.

“Everyone here has a role to 
play, and that’s why we’re so grate-
ful for you coming and being a part 
of  this gathering that I hope will 
lead to not just more gatherings, 
but action,” Rubio said.  AP

China stresses supply chain stability ahead  
of US drive to bypass rare earth dependence
BEIJING: China, which holds a vice-like grip over the critical minerals, on 
Wednesday called for “jointly” keeping the supply chains stable and secure 
ahead of US President Donald Trump’s key meeting in Washington to discuss 
steps to bypass Beijing’s chokehold over the rare earths. All sides have a 
responsibility to play a constructive role to maintain stability and security of 
global critical mineral industrial and supply chains, Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Lin Jian told a media briefing here, striking a measured tone on 
the meeting, set to be attended by officials of 50 countries, including India. 
The meeting is convened by the Trump administration to rebuild the supply 
chains to reduce dependency on China. “On the EU-US proposal… China says 
countries must follow market and trade rules, boost dialogue, keep supply 
chains stable, and support global growth,” he said. 

DIPR/751/Tender/2026

TAMIL NADU GREEN ENERGY CORPORATION LIMITED
Notice Inviting Tenders ( E-Tendering Process)
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TENDER NOTICE
Tender Notice No.42/2025-2026/HDO, Dated:02.02.2026

GOVERNMENT OF TAMILNADU

HIGHWAYS DEPARTMENT 
(CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE) CIRCLE,  

TIRUNELVELI

For and on behalf of the Governor of Tamil Nadu,  Two 

cover System Percentage tender through online  will 

be received upto 17.02.2026 At 11.00 hours by the 

Superintending Engineer (H), C&M, Tirunelveli Circle 

for   CRIDP Work 2025-26 pertaining to Virudhunagar 

(1 Work), C&M Division

Details of works, approximate value of works, EMD, 

availability of tender documents and all other details are 

available from 06.02.2026 onwards in the Government 

website https://tntenders.gov.in. If any Changes/

Corrections in the tender, it will be published in the above 

Government website only. 
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER (H), 

C&M, TIRUNELVELI CIRCLE.DIPR/703/TENDER/2026

TENDER NOTICE
Tender Notice No.75/2025-2026/HDO/Dated:03.02.2026

GOVERNMENT OF TAMILNADU

HIGHWAYS DEPARTMENT 
Tiruvannamalai Highways 

(Construction & Maintenance) Circle

For and on behalf of the Governor of Tamil Nadu, 

Percentage tender under Two Cover System  

pertaining to Vellore (H) C&M Division through online only  

will be received upto 21.02.2026 / 11.00 hours by the 

Superintending Engineer (H), C&M, Tiruvannamalai Circle 

for CRIDP 2025-26 (1 Work).

Details of works, approximate value of works, EMD, 

availability of tender documents and all other details are 

available from 05.02.2026 onwards in the Government  

website https://tntenders.gov.in. If any Changes /  

Corrections in the tender, it will be published in the above 

Government website only.
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER (H), 
C&M CIRCLE, TIRUVANNAMALAIDIPR/719/TENDER/2026

          All the news. 

         In just a click.  
   Log to www.newindianexpress.com
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