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IWDC 3.0 to propel India’s 
Inland Waterways Growth

KOCHI: The third 
Inland Waterways 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
Council (IWDC 
3.0) meeting will 
be held on Jan-
uary 23, 2026, 
in Kochi, Kerala, 
chaired by Union 
Minister Sarba-
nanda Sonowal 

and attended by ministers from state 
governments and MoS Shantanu Tha-
kur. The session aims to review the 
achievements of India’s Inland Water 
Transport (IWT) sector and outline its 
future roadmap. New initiatives will 
be launched to develop waterways, 
while State Support Agreements are 
expected to strengthen Centre-State 
collaboration. Key discussions include 
building resilient urban water trans-
port, improving cargo efficiency, 
promoting green passenger vessels, 
advancing river cruise tourism, and 
implementing sustainable digital prac-
tices. Regulatory frameworks and state 
concerns regarding ongoing and pro-
posed projects will also be addressed.
India’s inland waterways network, 
with 111 National Waterways across 23 
states and 4 UTs, currently operates 32 
waterways for cargo and passengers. 
Cargo movement has risen from 18 
million tonnes in 2013-14 to 145.84 mil-
lion tonnes in 2024-25, while passen-
ger traffic reached 7.64 crore in 2024-
25. Initiatives like the ‘Jalvahak’ Cargo 
Promotion Scheme and ‘Jal Samriddhi’ 

have accelerated growth and private 
sector participation.

According to Sunil Paliwal, IWAI 
Chairman, IWDC has become a col-
laborative national platform aligning 
policy and state priorities, combining 
infrastructure development with sus-
tainability. IWDC 3.0 in Kochi aims 
to consolidate progress, accelerate 
project execution, and scale technol-
ogy-driven, green inland waterways 
as a preferred mode for cargo and  
passengers.


