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Muthoot Business 
School opens 

admissions for PGDM
Kochi: Muthoot Business School 

(MBS) has announced the 
commencement of phase II 

admissions for its PGDM 
programme. Interested 

candidates can apply online 
through the official website till 

January 21. Students completing 
their graduation by 2026 and 

possessing valid scores in CAT, 
MAT or XAT examinations are 
eligible to apply. The phase-II 

admission rounds will be 
conducted on January 27 and 28. 

From left:  K Anil  Varma, KMA Honorary Secretary; C J  George, Geojit  Financial 
Services MD; George Alexander Muthoot, Muthoot Group MD; Kumaresh C Misra, 
former UN Deputy Secretary-General;  K Harikumar, CEO, Kottakkal Arya Vaidya 
Sala & KMA president; and Madhu S Nair, Cochin Shipyard CMD, at the KMA Annual 
Management Convention at Grand Hyatt on Thursday |  A SANESH

‘Amid global headwinds, 
India emerges stronger’
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Kochi

EVEN as the global economy 
grapples with multiple challeng-
es, India has emerged economi-
cally stronger, former UN Depu-
ty Secretary-General at Habitat 
III, Kumaresan C Misra, said 
while inaugurating the two-day 
annual management convention 
of  the Kerala Management As-
sociation (KMA) here on 
Thursday.

Calling for a shift from prob-
lem-centric discussions to solu-
tion-driven approaches, Misra 
stressed the effective use of  arti-
ficial intelligence to build a bet-
ter future and said Kerala had 
significant scope to accelerate 
growth through tourism, health-
care and knowledge-based sec-
tors. Chief  Economic Adviser to 
Government of  India, Anantha 

Nageswaran, delivering the key-
note address via video confer-
ence, said sustainable economic 
growth was crucial to realising 
the vision of  Viksit Bharat 2047. 
He underscored the importance 
of  long-term growth rooted in 
fiscal discipline. 

KMA president K Harikumar 
said companies should look be-
yond quarterly numbers, noting 
that digital platforms, intense 
global competition and chang-
ing customer expectations had 
transformed markets. George 
Alexander Muthoot (MD, Muth-
oot Group), C J George (MD, 
Geojit Financial Services Ltd), 
Madhu S Nair (Chairman and 
MD, Cochin Shipyard Ltd) and 
M P Ahammed (Chairman, 
Malabar Gold and Diamonds) 
were honoured as Transforma-
tion Icons of  Kerala.

Rajeev Chandrasekhar @RajeevRC_X
Fake secularism of INDI alliance partners in Kerala must be exposed. If a Sabarimala-level loot and desecration had happened 
at any other place of worship, the response from CM @pinarayivijayan would have been immediate, loud, and uncompromising. 
But when it is a Hindu shrine, the Congress/CPM ecosystem chooses silence, excuses, and cover-ups. And when ordinary Malay-
alees and Hindu vishwasis demand accountability, they are conveniently portrayed as ‘communal.’ This double standard is the 
truth behind Congress/CPM’ so-called secularism. #Sabarimala #Knowthetruth #CPMCongressKuruvaSangam
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T’Puram mayor visits 
RSS state headquarters
Kochi: Thiruvananthapuram 
mayor V V Rajesh visited RSS 
headquarters at Elamakkara  
in Kochi on Thursday. Rajesh,  
who arrived in Kochi for the first 
time after assuming office as 
mayor, visited Madhav Nivas  
and interacted with RSS south  
Kerala Pranth Pracharak S 
Sudharshan, Seema Jagaran 
Manch national coordinator  
A Gopalakrishnan and other 
senior leaders. BJP city district 
president K S Shaiju and senior 
leaders accompanied him.

Drunk driving cases decline, thanks 
to hefty fines and strict surveillance 
Motorists’ tactics, including chewing herbal leaves & using mouthfreshners, fail to fool cops 

J O S E  K  J O S E P H  @ Kochi

CHEWING herbs to stuffing the 
mouth with coffee powder and 
rinsing with mouthwash — 
these are some of  the desperate 
tricks motorists in the city are 
taking to in the hope of  beating 
the breathalyser. But with po-
lice tightening surveillance and 
imposing stiff  penalties, such 
shortcuts have failed, even as 
drunk driving cases have seen a 
dramatic fall over the past three 
years.

Crime records reveal a steep 
decline. In 2023, the city regis-
tered 29,313 drunk driving cases. 
The number dropped sharply to 
5,422 in 2024 and fell further to 
1,766 in 2025. Senior police offic-
ers are now confident the figure 
will dip below 1,000 this year, 
aided by sustained enforcement 
and awareness drives.

Police attribute the decline to 
hefty fines — `10,000 in certain 
cases —, suspension of  driving 
licences, and increased surveil-
lance at all hours, especially late 
nights and weekends. Repeat of-
fenders face even stricter action, 
including imprisonment.“In 
drunk driving cases, apart from 

the heavy fine and licence sus-
pension, the accused is also 
made to attend awareness class-
es. We explain the dangers of  
driving under the influence and 
the harmful effects of  alcohol,” 
an officer said. “For repeat of-
fenders, we ensure stern meas-
ures. These are expected to bring 
down the numbers further.”

With enforcement being in-
tensified, police stations across 
the city have been witnessing 
emotional scenes during aware-

ness classes. Officers say many 
offenders plead for a reduction 
in fines, citing financial 
hardship.“Some turn emotion-
al, bemoaning the steep fine. 
But we clarify that no relaxa-
tion is possible,” a police officer 
said. “In some cases, we have 
seen family members quarrel 
over money wasted on an avoid-
able offence.” Police say they 
have also repeatedly encoun-
tered motorists carrying items 
such as coffee powder, mouth 

fresheners, mouthwash and 
herbal leaves, believing these 
could help them escape detec-
tion. In one police station in the 
city, officers recently witnessed 
an unusual scene as an accused 
lashed out at a friend, accusing 
him of  providing misleading ad-
vice that chewing curry leaves 
would help evade the breatha-
lyser test. 

“There is a lot of  misleading 
information circulating, espe-
cially online, claiming that 
stuffing coffee powder or herbs 
in the mouth can beat the 
breathalyser. These methods do 
not work,” a senior officer 
said.“If  we have any doubt, we 
conduct a medical test. People 
should not fall for such misin-
formation and put their — and 
others — lives at risk.”

With stricter enforcement 
and sustained awareness drives, 
police believe the city is steadily 
turning the corner on drunk 
driving. Officers say the sharp 
fall in cases shows that deter-
rence, education and constant 
monitoring are working — and 
that attempts to outsmart the 
system are only reinforcing the 
risks, not reducing them.

CSL delivers first multipurpose vessel to Germany
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kochi 

THE Cochin Shipyard Ltd (CSL) 
has delivered ‘MS Heinz’, the 
first of  the HS EcoFreighter se-
ries of  Multi-Purpose Vessels 
(MPVs), to HS Schiffahrts UG & 
Co, Germany. The Delivery and 
Acceptance Protocol was signed 
by CSL director (operations) S 
Harikrishnan and HS Schif-
fahrts director Heinz Josef  
Schepers through a virtual cer-
emony, in the presence of  sen-
ior officials on Monday. 

The vessel has been designed 
by Groot Ship Design, Nether-
lands, and constructed at CSL 

in accordance with the Classifi-
cation Rules of  Det Norske Ver-
itas (DNV), the Norwegian risk 
management company. 

The 7,000 DWT (deadweight 
tonnage) HS EcoFreighter is an 
ice-class vessel capable of  car-
rying project cargo, heavy car-
go, steel coils, containers, tim-
ber, paper, dry bulk cargoes, as 
well as dangerous goods, for 
worldwide trading. The vessel 
features a raked stem with the 
“Groot Cross-Bow” design, opti-
mised for enhanced speed per-
formance and fuel efficiency, 
along with a transom stern. The 
vessel is provided with a single 

large cargo hold fitted with six 
movable panels, enabling flexi-
ble cargo configurations, in-
cluding grain bulkheads at mul-
tiple positions and a tween deck 
arrangement. 

Propulsion is provided by a 
medium-speed four-stroke die-
sel engine driving a controlla-

ble pitch propeller (CPP) 
through a reduction gearbox. 
The delivery of  MS Heinz marks 
an important milestone in 
Cochin Shipyard Ltd’s expand-
ing presence in the internation-
al commercial shipbuilding 
m a r k e t ,  s a i d  C M D  
Madhu S Nair.

Gangster 
Maradu 
Aneesh held
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Kochi

NOTORIOUS gangster Aneesh 
Antony aka Maradu Aneesh 
was arrested from a house at 
Panambukad near Vallarpad-
am, Kochi, on Thursday.

According to police, officials 
of  the Mulavukkad police sta-
tion were conducting a search 
in the Panambukad area for an-
other accused in a criminal 
case registered in Kochi on 
Thursday when they found 
A n e e s h  s t ay i n g  a t  t h e 
residence.

Aneesh had gone into hiding 
after Tamil Nadu police recent-
ly reached Kochi in search of  
him in connection with a rob-
bery case registered at Chavadi 
police station near Coimbatore 
involving his gang. 

He was taken into custody 
and handed over to the Ernaku-
lam Central police, who record-
ed his arrest in a pending crim-
inal case, police said. Aneesh 
was later produced before a 
court and remanded in judicial 
custody. Ernakulam Central 
police have informed the Tamil 
Nadu police about Aneesh’s ar-
rest, and the latter are expected 
to approach the court seeking 
his custody, police added.

There is a lot of misleading information circulating, especially online, 
claiming that stuffing coffee powder or herbs in the mouth can beat 
the breathalyser. These methods do not work — A senior police officer

OBITUARY 
Sydney S Fernandez
Kochi: Sydney S Fernandez, 61, 
proprietor of Summer Care Ice 
Cubes, passed away on Thursday. 

He is the son of the 
late Adv Stanley 
Fernandez and 
Treesa. The mortal 
remains will be kept 
for public homage 
at his residence at 
Tripunithura from 9 

am to 2 pm on Friday. The funeral 
services will be held at Amaravathi 
St Peter & St Paul Roman Catholic 
Church at 3 pm. Sydney is survived 
by wife Bindu (Kannikkattu 
family), children Riya and Rohan 
and siblings Adv Pierson Fernandez 
and Adv Seena Suresh.

MS Heinz, the first of 
the HS EcoFreighter 
series of multi-
purpose vessels 
delivered by Cochin 
Shipyard Limited  
to Germany 


