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NUUK

A EUROPEAN military mis-
sion was taking shape in Green-
land on Thursday, drawing a 
sharp rebuke from Russia, as 
Denmark said Washington still 
aimed to take control of  the 
mineral-rich Arctic island.

Greenland’s Prime Minister 
Jens-Frederik Nielsen insisted 
meanwhile that “dialogue and 
diplomacy are the right way 
forward”, hailing in a Face-
book post the fact that a dia-
logue was now “underway”.

The developments came a 
day after a White House meet-
ing failed to resolve “funda-
mental disagreement” over 
Greenland, an autonomous 
Danish territory that President 
Donald Trump insists the Unit-
ed States needs to ensure its 
security. 

Two Danish troop transport 

planes landed in Greenland on 
Wednesday.

Britain, Finland, France, 
Germany, the Netherlands, 
Norway and Sweden have also 
announced the deployment of  

military personnel as part of  a 
reconnaissance mission to 
Greenland’s capital Nuuk, un-
der Denmark’s “Arctic Endur-
ance” exercise organised with 
NATO allies.

The modest military rein-
forcements -- 13 soldiers from 
Germany, for example -- are 
meant to prepare armed forces 
for future exercises in the Arc-
tic, according to European de-
fence sources.

“A first team of  French serv-
ice members is already on site 
and will be reinforced in the 
coming days with land, air, and 
maritime assets,” French Pres-
ident Emmanuel Macron said 
Thursday.

Germany’s defence ministry 
said the aim was to “explore 
the framework conditions for 
possible military contributions 
to support Denmark in ensur-
ing security in the region”.

The foreign ministers of  
Denmark and Greenland met 
with US Vice President JD 
Vance and Secretary of  State 
Marco Rubio in Washington on 
Wednesday. Danish Prime Min-

ister Mette Frederiksen said in 
a statement Thursday that “a 
working group” was being set 
up to discuss how Arctic secu-
rity could be improved.

“However, this does not 
change the fact that there is a 
fundamental disagreement, be-
cause the American ambition 
to take over Greenland remains 
intact,” Frederiksen said, hail-
ing the arrival of  European 
m i l i t a r y  p e r s o n n e l  i n 
Greenland. 

“There is consensus within 
the NATO alliance that a 
strengthened presence in the 
Arctic is crucial for European 
and North American security,” 
she said. Trump has argued 
that if  the United States does 
not take Greenland, “China or 
Russia will”, deriding Danish 
efforts to increase security for 
Greenland as amounting to 
“two dogsleds”.  AFP

European military mission takes shape in Greenland
2 Danish troop transport planes land late on Wednesday. UK, Finland, France, Germany, the Netherlands, Norway & Sweden to send forces too

A Royal Danish Air  Force (RDAF) plane parked 
on the tarmac at Nuuk international airport, 
Greenland, on Thursday, the day after it  arrived 
transporting Danish military personnel (inset) A 
t-shirt saying “Greenland is not for sale” on display 
in a shop in Nuuk |  Pics:  AFP

Will send more forces to 
Greenland, says Macron

ISTRES: 
President 
Emmanuel 
Macron on 
Thursday said 
France would 
soon send more 

“land, air, and sea” forces to join 
the European military exercise in 
Greenland. “A first team of French 
service members is already on site 
and will be reinforced with land, 
air, and maritime assets,” he said. 
“France and the Europeans must 
continue to be present wherever 
their interests are threatened — 
without escalation, but 
uncompromising when it comes to 
respect for territorial sovereignty,” 
he added. Later in the day, French 
Foreign Minister Jean-Noel Barrot 
said the EU has “a strategic 
responsibility” in Greenland.
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JERUSALEM

A US-backed plan to end the 
war in Gaza has entered its sec-
ond phase despite unresolved 
disputes between Israel and 
Hamas over alleged ceasefire 
violations and issues unad-
dressed in the first stage.

The most contentious ques-
tions remain Hamas’s refusal 
to publicly commit to full disar-
mament, a non-negotiable de-
mand from Israel, and Israel’s 
lack of  clarity over whether it 
will fully withdraw its forces 
from Gaza. The creation of  a 
Palestinian technocratic com-
mittee, announced on Wednes-
day, is intended to manage day-
to-day governance in post-war 
Gaza, but it leaves unresolved 
political and security issues.

The first phase, part of  a 20-
point proposal unveiled by US 
President Donald Trump, be-
gan on October 10 and aimed 
primarily to stop the fighting in 
the Gaza Strip, allow in aid and 
secure the return of  all remain-
ing living and deceased hostag-
es held by Hamas and allied 
Palestinian militant groups.   
All hostages have since been re-
turned, except for the remains 
of  one Israeli, Ran Gvili.  AFP

Issues yet to 
be resolved as 
Gaza ceasefire 
enters phase 2

PARIS

GULF allies have con-
vinced Donald Trump to 
“give Iran a chance”, a 
Saudi official said on 
Thursday, after the US 
President threatened 
strikes on the nation over 
a crackdown on protests 
that activists say has left 
thousands dead. 

Iran was shaken over 
the last week by some of  
the biggest anti-govern-
ment protests in the his-
tory of  the Islamic repub-
lic. The Norway-based 
Iran Human Rights (IHR) 
NGO said on Wednesday 
that Iranian security forc-
es had killed at least 3,428 

protesters. Iranian author-
ities have lashed out at “ri-
oters” who they claimed 
were backed by Israel and 
the US, vowing fast-track 
justice that activists fear 
will translate into a spree 
of  executions.

Trump has not ruled out 
new military action 
against the Islamic repub-
lic under supreme leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 
after Washington backed 
Israel in its June 12-day 
war against Iran. But with 
the belligerent rhetoric on 
all sides appearing to tone 
down for now, a senior 
Saudi official said Saudi 
Arabia, Qatar and Oman 
led efforts to talk Trump 

out of  an attack on Iran, 
fearing “grave blowbacks 
in the region”.

The Gulf  trio “led a long, 
frantic, diplomatic last-
minute effort to convince 
President Trump to give 
Iran a chance to show good 
intention”.

In telephone talks on 
Thursday, Iranian Foreign 
Minister Abbas Araghchi 
told Saudi Arabian coun-
terpart Faisal bin Farhan 
of  the importance of  “glo-
bal condemnation of  for-
eign interference in the 
internal affairs of  region-
al countries” and vowed 
Iran would defend itself  
“against any foreign 
threat”. AFP

Gulf allies convince Don 
‘to give Iran a chance’

Protesters participate in a demonstration in support of the nationwide mass protests in Iran against the 
government, in Germany on Wednesday |  AP/PTI

A S I A  M AT T E R S

INDIAN-ORIGIN LOP REMOVED 
Prime Minister Lawrence Wong has removed Indian-origin Workers’ Party chief Pritam Singh 

as Leader of the Opposition (LoP), and asked the opposition party to nominate another 
Member of Parliament (MP) to fill the position.  In a statement on Thursday, Wong said: 
‘Having considered the matter carefully, I have decided that Singh’s criminal convictions, 
taken together with Parliament’s considered view of his unsuitability, make it no longer 

tenable for him to continue as the LoP.” His decision will  
take into place with immediate effect, it was reported

SINGAPORE

Russia expels 
British 

diplomat 
over ‘spying’

MOSCOW

RUSSIAN authorities Thursday or-
dered a British diplomat to leave the 
country on allegations of  spying.

Russia’s Federal Security Service, 
known by its Russian acronym FSB, 
alleged that the member of  embassy 
staff  had worked for British intelli-
gence. It did not provide evidence.

The diplomat’s accreditation was 
revoked and and the person must now 

leave the country within two weeks, 
Russia’s Foreign Ministry said. 

The UK’s charge d’affaires in  
Russia, Danae Dholakia, was sum-
moned to Moscow to receive the 
notice. 

“Moscow will not tolerate the work 
of  undeclared British intelligence of-
ficers in Russia,” Russia’s Foreign 
Ministry said. It also said it would re-
spond in kind to any action taken by 
London on the issue.  AP
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CORRIGENDUM-2 TO RfP NO-09/OMC/CIVIL/2025
CAD-3025: Due to administrative reasons the RfP documents could not be uploaded in 
the website. Hence the critical dates are hereby revised as indicated below.

Please visit Govt. website www.tendersodisha.gov.in
1.   Availability of Bid document in Govt. portal from dt.16.01.2026 to 27.01.2026  

up to 5.00 PM
2. Last date of on-line submission of tender in the portal is dt.27.01.2026 up  

to 5.00 PM
3. Date of opening of Technical Bid is dt.28.01.2026 at 11.00 AM.

Sd/-
General Manager (Civil)

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER

RURAL WORKS CIRCLE: SUNDARGARH
E-mail ID- serw_sundargarh@gmail.com 

Bid Iden�fica�on No. Online-PMGSY/RWCCESNG-11 of 2025-26
Le�er No. 93 // Date: 09.01.2026

1. Name of the work :- Construction of Road and CD work under PMGSY Programme.
2. Total No. of Packages :- 1 No. individual package (Balance Work)
3. Estimated Cost of individual :- Rs.232.09 lakh
 packages
4. Period of completion :- Nine Calendar months
5. Other details :-

Procurement Officer Bid Identifi-
cation No.

No. of
Pack-
ages

Availability of Tender 
on-line for bidding

Date & Time of Tech-
nical Bid opening

Date & Time of 
Financial Bid 

opening
From To Technical Bid Financial Bid

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Chief Construction 

Engineer, Rural Works 
Circle, Sundargarh

PMGSY /RW-
CCESNG-11 
of 2025-26

1 No
17.01.2026 

at 11.00 
A.M.

31.01.2026 
upto 5.00 

P.M.

02.02.2026 at
11.00 A.M.

Will be 
intimated 
separately

Further details can be seen from the website www.pmgsytenders.gov.in
 Sd/- Chief Construction Engineer, Rural Works Circle, Sundargarh
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