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Russia safe from 
new US tariffs, 
partners at risk
MOSCOW

THE latest tariffs announced by 
the US on countries dealing with 
Iran will not affect Russia, given 
Moscow’s negligible trade with 
Washington, a top Russian econo-
mist has said. The move could im-
pact Tehran’s major trading part-
ners such as India, China and the 
UAE.

Chief  Economist at the P A Stoly-
pin Institute for Growth Economics 
Dr Boris Kopeikin said that the 25 
per cent tariffs will not affect Russia. 
More than a quarter of  Iran’s trade 
takes place with China, with $18 bil-
lion in imports and $14.5 billion in 
exports in 2024, according to World 
Trade Organisation (WTO) data.

Meanwhile other countries can 
be affected as the United Arab 
Emirates is a significant trading 
partner for Iran. Iran’s exports to 
the UAE were $6 billion in 2022, 
with imports amounting to $18 bil-
lion, according to the World Bank. 
Ankara’s imports were a little over 
$6 billion in 2022, while exports 
reached $5.8 billion, according to 
World Bank data. PTI/AFP

WASHINGTON

US President  Donald Trump said 
Tuesday he’s canceled talks with 
Iranian officials amid a protest 
crackdown, telling Iranian citi-
zens “help is on its way.” Trump 
did not offer any details about 
what the help would entail, but it 
comes after the Republican presi-
dent earlier this week said Iran 
wants to negotiate with Washing-
ton after his threat to strike the 
Islamic Republic that has killed 
more than 2,000, according to hu-
man right monitors.

But Trump with his latest mes-
sage on social media appeared to 
make an abrupt shift about his 
willingness to engage with the Ira-
nian government.

“Iranian patriots, keep protest-
ing - take over your institutions!!!” 
Trump wrote in a morning post on 
Truth Social. “Save the names of  
the killers and abusers. They will 
pay a big price. I have cancelled all 
meetings with Iranian Officials un-
til the senseless killing of  protest-
ers stops. Help is on its way.”

The US president has repeatedly 
threatened Tehran with military 
action if  his administration found 
the Islamic Republic was using 
deadly force against antigovern-
ment protesters. Trump on Sunday 
told reporters he believed Iran is 
“starting to cross” that line and 
has left him and his national secu-

rity team weighing “very strong 
options” even as he said the Irani-
ans had made outreach efforts to 
the US. But on Monday, the presi-
dent’s team offered guarded hope 
that diplomatic solution could be 
found.

“What you’re hearing publicly 
from the Iranian regime is quite dif-
ferent from the messages the admin-
istration is receiving privately, and 
I think the president has an interest 
in exploring those messages,” White 
House press secretary Karoline 
Leavitt told reporters Monday. 
“However, with that said, the presi-

dent has shown he’s unafraid to use 
military options if  and when he 
deems necessary, and nobody knows 
that better than Iran.” Also on Mon-
day, Trump said he would slap 25% 
tariffs on countries doing business 
with Tehran “effective immediate-
ly,” but the White House has not pro-
vided details on that move.

Vice President JD Vance, Secre-
tary of  State Marco Rubio and key 
White House National Security 
Council officials began meeting 
Friday to develop options for 
Trump, ranging from a diplomatic 
approach to military strikes. AP

DUBAI

Mobile phones in Iran were able to 
call abroad Tuesday after a crack-
down on nationwide protests in 
which the internet and interna-
tional calls were cut. Several people 
in Tehran were able to call The As-
sociated Press and speak to a jour-
nalist there. The AP bureau in Du-
bai, United Arab Emirates, was 
unable to call those numbers back.

Iranians said text messaging ap-
peared to remain down, and wit-
nesses said the internet remained 
cut off  from the outside world. Ira-
nian Foreign Minister Abbas 
Araghchi, speaking to the Qatar-
funded satellite news network Al 
Jazeera in an interview aired Mon-
day night, said he continued to 
communicate with US envoy Steve 
Witkoff.

The communication ‘continued 
before and after the protests and is 
still ongoing,” Araghchi said. How-
ever, ‘Washington’s proposed ideas 
and threats against our country are 
incompatible.’ White House press 
secretary Karoline Leavitt said 
Iran’s public rhetoric diverges from 
the private messaging the adminis-
tration has received from Tehran in 
recent days. AP

Iran restores 
overseas calls, 
internet still out
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Iranians participate in an anti-government protest in Tehran, Iran |  AP

KYIV

RUSSIA launched a second major 
drone and missile bombardment 
of  Ukraine in four days, officials 
said on Tuesday, aiming again at 
the power grid amid freezing tem-
peratures in an apparent snub to 
US-led peace efforts as Moscow’s 
invasion of  its neighbor approach-
es the four-year mark.

Russia fired almost 300 drones, 
18 ballistic missiles and seven 
cruise missiles at eight regions 
overnight, Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said on so-
cial media.

One strike in the northeastern 
Kharkiv region killed four people at 
a mail depot, and several hundred 
thousand households were without 
power in the Kyiv region, Zelenskyy 
said. The daytime temperature in 
Kyiv, which has endured freezing 
temperatures for more than two 
weeks, was minus 12 degrees C, with 
streets covered in ice and the rum-
ble of  generators heard throughout 
the capital.

Kyiv has grappled with severe 
power shortages for days, although 
Mayor Vitali Klitschko said on 
Monday night’s strikes caused the 
biggest electrical outage the city 

has faced so far. More than 500 resi-
dential buildings remained with-
out central heating Tuesday. 
Throughout the city, bare trees 
were weighed down with icicles 
and snow was piled up next to 
sidewalks.

Olena Davydova, 30, charged her 
phone at what is called a ”Point of  
Invincibility” shelter in Kyiv’s Dni-
provskyi district. 

The government-built temporary 
installations, often large tents on the 
sidewalk, provide food, drinks, 

warmth and electricity.
Davydova said she had been 

without power for nearly 50 
hours. That forced her to adopt 
some new routines: sleeping in 
one bed with her child and two 
cats, storing fresh food on the bal-
cony, and using candles after 
dark. She says she is taking the 
changes in stride. 

“I still have enough patience. 
I’m not reacting to this in a very 
emotional way,” she told The As-
sociated Press. AP

Russia again launches massive 
air strike on Ukraine power grid

Emergency services personnel work to extinguish a fire in Kyiv region, Ukraine |  AP

Global central bankers back 
Powell amid Trump attacks
FRANKFURT

CENTRAL bankers from around the world said Tuesday they 
“stand in full solidarity” with US Federal Reserve Chair Jer-
ome Powell, after President Donald Trump dramatically es-
calated his confrontation with the Fed with the Justice De-
partment investigating and threatening 
criminal charges.

Powell “has served with integrity, fo-
cused on his mandate and an unwavering 
commitment to the public interest,” read 
the statement signed by nine national cen-
tral bank heads including European Cen-
tral Bank President Christine Lagarde and 
Bank of  England Governor Andrew Bailey. 
They added that “the independence of  central banks is a cor-
nerstone of  price, financial and economic stability in the inter-
est of  the citizens that we serve. It is therefore critical to pre-
serve that independence, with full respect for the rule of  law 
and democratic accountability.”  AP

350 tractors roll into Paris as farmers protest EU trade deal
PARIS

FRENCH farmers steered some 350 
tractors Tuesday over cobblestoned 
Paris avenues toward Parliament to 
protest low incomes and an EU 
trade deal with South America that 
t h e y  f e a r  t h r e a t e n s  t h e i r 
livelihoods.

Escorted by police, the tractors 
tangled rush-hour traffic as they 
rumbled down the Champs-Elysees 
and other Parisian avenues, and 
then over the Seine River to reach 
the National Assembly.

Farmer anger in France and oth-
er European countries has escalat-
ed over a rash of  challenges recent-
ly. The unions leading Tuesday’s 
protests said they are demanding 
concrete and immediate action to 

defend France’s food security. 
French farmers say their earnings 
are being squeezed by rising costs 
for fuel, fertiliser and animal feed, 
as well as by what they describe as 
heavier environmental rules and 
price pressure from powerful retail-
ers and food companies. And like 
farmers across the European Un-
ion, the French farmers have long 
denounced the EU’s planned trade 
deal with the Mercosur nations of  
Brazil, Argentina, Bolivia, Para-
guay and Uruguay.  

They argue the deal would flood 

the market with cheaper imports of  
South American beef, poultry, sugar 
and other farm products produced 
under different standards, under-
cutting European producers and 
driving prices down further.

French government spokesper-
son said on TF1 television Tuesday 
that the government would make 
new announcements soon to help 
farmers. President Emmanuel Ma-
cron and his government also op-
pose the EU-Mercosur trade deal, 
which has been under negotiation 
since 1999. AP

VISA
100,000+
visas revoked by US in 2025, 
including 8,000 student permits


