
BJP cites K’taka 
govt survey to 
slam Rahul 

VOTE CHORI CHARGE| Cong 
says survey done by NGO 
whose founder works in PMO

Gaurav Vivek Bhatnagar 
NEW DELHI 

The BJP and Congress ex-
changed barbs over a survey 
conducted in Karnataka 
which revealed that 84.55% 
people believed that the 
election were conducted 
freely and fairly and 83.61 
per cent found the elec-
tronic voting machines 
(EVMs) to be trustworthy. 
While the BJP claimed that 
this survey contradicted 
Congress leader Rahul Gan-
dhi’s claims of ‘vote theft’ 
and electoral malpractices, 
the Congress claimed that 
the survey was actually con-
ducted by the Election Com-
mission through a 
non-government organisa-
tion whose founder works in 
the Prime Minister’s office. 

The survey was published 
in Deccan Herald which 
claimed that it was commis-
sioned by Chief Electoral Of-
ficer V. Anbukumar and 
covered 5,100 respondents 
across 102 Assembly consti-
tuencies in Bengaluru, Bela-
gavi, Kalaburagi and Mysuru 
districts. 

Incidentally, Gandhi had 
in a press conference in Au-
gust 2024 claimed that his 
party’s investigation into the 
Bangalore Central Lok 
Sabha election had revealed 
that over one lakh fake 

voters were included in its 
Mahadevapura Assembly 
constituency to influence 
the outcome of the entire 
election. The BJP had won 
the Lok Sabha election by 
32,707 votes. 

However, the survey re-
vealed that despite Gandhi’s 
allegations of vote theft, 
levelled at various press con-
ferences, interactions 
abroad as also through his 
Vote Chori Yatra during the 
Bihar Assembly elections, a 
vast majority of the electoral 
trusted the electoral system 
and the EVMs. 

In light of these findings, 
BJP national spokesperson 
Shehzad Poonawalla as-
serted that the survey was a 
“tight slap” to the “propa-
ganda” being indulged in by 
Gandhi. “This is the same 
Rahul Gandhi who has no 
problems with the Election 
Commission when Congress 
wins in Karnataka, Telan-
gana and Himachal, but 
when he loses elections, he 
blames the poll body,” Poon-
awalla said. 

www.freepressjournal.com nation
Bhopal, Saturday, January 3, 2026

Manish Godha 
JAIPUR  

Following the stone-pelting 
incident against the police in 
Chomu town a few days ago, 
the administration launched a 
major crackdown against en-
croachments on Friday and 
bulldozed the encroachments 
of those who were allegedly 
involved in the stone-pelting.  

Chomu Police Station SHO 
Pradeep Sharma said that no-
tices were served regarding 
20 illegal slaughterhouses and 
4 illegal constructions on De-
cember 29th, but the con-
cerned individuals did not 
respond to the notices, nor 
did they present any legal 
documents. Looking at this, 
the municipal council team 
demolished the encroach-
ments.  

Amid the bulldozer action, 
the municipal officials clari-
fied that the demolition drive 
is being carried out strictly 
under legal provisions. 

Sunil Kumar Swami, Assis-
tant Accounts Officer of the 
Chomu Municipal Council, 
said notices were issued on 
December 29 concerning 20 
illegal slaughterhouses and 
four other illegal construc-

tions. He said the parties were 
asked to submit valid docu-
ments or remove the struc-
tures themselves within three 
days. If they failed to do so, the 
council would move ahead 
with demolition and sealing 
under existing rules. 

The action took place with 
the deployment of a heavy po-
lice force in the area. Many 
houses in the locality were 
found locked during the drive. 
At a few locations where resi-
dents were present, people 
chose not to speak to the 
media.  

Regarding the action, Rajas-
than Deputy Chief Minister 
Prem Chand Bairwa posted on 
X, “A strong message to those 
who tamper with law and 
order! The bulldozer action 
taken by the Bhajanlal govern-
ment against anti-social el-
ements who spread unrest 
and disrupted peace in 
Chomu clearly shows that no 
one is above the law. There 
will be no compromise on 
peace, security, and good gov-
ernance in Rajasthan.  Im-
mediate and strict action 
against those who indulge in 
rioting, violence, and damage 
to public property is the gov-
ernment's firm commitment.” 

Bulldozer action  
in Chomu after 
stone-pelting incident

Maha Cong neta likens Rahul 
to Lord Ram, BJP bristles 

Gaurav Vivek Bhatnagar 
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Former Maharashtra Congress president Nana Patole’s remarks 
comparing Rahul Gandhi’s work to that of Lord Ram drew a 
sharp response from the Bharatiya Janata Party on Thursday as 
it termed them “sycophancy pro max” and a “grievous insult to 
the faith and sentiments” of the Hindus. It was while talking to 
the media on why Congress leader Rahul Gandhi has not visited 
the Ram Temple in Ayodhya that the former MP Nana Patole 
had reasoned that “Rahul Gandhi is doing the work of Bhagwan 
Shree Ram, because Bhagwan Shree Ram’s work was to ensure 
justice for harassed and deprived.” 

He had added that “Rahul Gandhi is doing the same”. More-
over, in a snide remark on Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s fre-
quent visits to the Ram Temple, Patole had added that Rahul 
Gandhi “likes to do this service in place of doing photo session 
at the Ram Temple.” He had also recalled how it was Rahul’s 
father and former PM Rajiv Gandhi who was “behind the open-
ing of the lock there…”. 


