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TEL AVIV

THE Israeli military said on Wednesday 
that one of  the bodies handed over by Ha-
mas the previous day as part of  the cease-
fire deal is not that of  a hostage who was 
held in Gaza, adding to tensions over the 
fragile truce in the two-year war.

Gaza’s Health Ministry said it received 
45 additional bodies of  Palestinians from 
Israel, another step in implementation of  
the agreement. The bodies of  90 Palestin-
ians have now been transferred. It was 
unclear whether the deceased had died in 
Israeli custody or were taken from Gaza 
by Israeli troops while searching for hos-
tages. Four bodies of  hostages had been 
handed over by Hamas on Tuesday, fol-
lowing four on Monday — hours after the 
last 20 living hostages were released from 
Gaza. In all, Israel has been awaiting the 
return of  the bodies of  28 deceased hos-
tages. Israel released around 2,000 Pales-
tinian prisoners and detainees on Mon-
day. Israel’s military said that after the 
“examinations at the National Institute 
of  Forensic Medicine, the fourth body 
handed over to Israel by Hamas does not 
match any of  the hostages.” 

There was no immediate word on whose 
body it was.Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu demanded that Hamas 
fulfill the requirements laid out in the 
ceasefire deal — introduced by US Presi-
dent Donald Trump — about the return of  
the hostages’ bodies.  “We will not compro-
mise on this and will not stop our efforts 
until we return the last deceased hostage, 
until the last one,” Netanyahu said.

The ceasefire plan had called for all 
hostages — living and dead — to be hand-
ed over by a deadline that expired on 
Monday. But under the deal, if  that didn’t 
happen, Hamas was to share information 
about deceased hostages and try to hand 
over all as soon as possible.

This is not the first time Hamas has re-
turned a wrong body to Israel. Earlier 
this year during a previous ceasefire, the 
group said it handed over the bodies of  
Shiri Bibas and her two sons. Israelis en-
dured more agony when testing showed 
that one of  the bodies returned was iden-
tified as a Palestinian woman. Bibas’ 
body was returned a day later. The en-
trance of  humanitarian aid to Gaza had 
been paused due to the exchange on Mon-
day and a Jewish holiday on Tuesday. The 
Egyptian Red Crescent said 400 trucks 
carrying food, fuel, and medical supplies 
were bound for Gaza on Wednesday.

The Israeli defense body overseeing hu-
manitarian aid in Gaza, COGAT, notified 
humanitarian organisations on Tuesday 
that it would allow into Gaza only half  of  
the 600 daily aid trucks called for under 
the deal amid the concerns over the slow 
release of  hostages’ bodies. 

It was not immediately clear whether 
Israel was following through on the 
threat.  COGAT declined to comment on 
the number of  trucks expected to enter 
Gaza on Wednesday. AP
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Kyiv team meets arms 
makers ahead of 
Zelenskyy-Trump talks
KYIV

A Ukrainian government delegation has met with promi-
nent American weapons manufacturers during a US visit, 
a senior Kyiv official said Wednesday, before President Vo-
lodymyr Zelenskyy’s meeting with US counterpart Donald 
Trump at the White House later this week.

A delegation led by the head of  the Ukrainian presi-
dent’s office, Andrii Yermak, and Prime Minister Yuliia 
Svyrydenko met with representatives of  Lockheed Mar-
tin and Raytheon, Yermak wrote in a Telegram post. Yer-
mak didn’t disclose what was discussed during the talks, 
but said that his country’s cooperation with the two com-
panies “continues to grow” as Ukraine looks for further 
help resisting Russia’s all-out war, which began on Feb-
ruary 24, 2022.

Mykhailo Podolyak, a senior adviser to Yermak, posted 
on X that Ukraine is seeking cruise missiles, air defense 
systems and joint drone production agreements from the 
United States.

Raytheon produces Patriot air defense systems, which 
have been vital for Ukrainian efforts to counter Russian 
long-range strikes, and Tomahawk cruise missiles. Kyiv 
officials are keen to obtain Tomahawks, which could al-
low Ukraine to strike targets deep inside Russia, includ-
ing Moscow, accurately and with large warheads. Lock-
heed Martin also manufactures a wide array of  
sophisticated weapon systems that can help Ukraine. 
While Zelenskyy is widely expected to request Trump’s 
go-ahead at the Oval Office to procure Tomahawks, Wash-
ington has hesitated over such a move out of  concern that 
it could escalate the war and deepen tensions between the 
United States and Russia. However, Trump on Sunday 
warned Russia that he may send Tomahawk missiles to 
Ukraine if  Moscow doesn’t end its war there soon — possi-
bly using that threat to increase the pressure on Russian 
President Vladimir Putin to compromise. AP

Israel military claims Hamas handed 
over wrong body amid tense ceasefire
Aid limited to 400 trucks over slow, wrong return of hostages’ bodies

Red Crescent vehicles and refrigerated trucks are parked at the Nasser hospital in Khan Yunis 
in the southern Gaza Strip after transporting the bodies of Palestinians that had been in 
Israeli  custody |  AFP

Dozens killed in clash before 
Pak-Afghan agree for 48-hr truce

SPIN BOLDAK

DOZENS of  troops and civilians were 
killed in a fresh round of  border skir-
mishes between Pakistan and Af-
ghanistan on Wednesday, officials on 
both sides of  the frontier said, hours 
before Islamabad said the two sides 
had agreed to a 48-hour ceasefire.

The ceasefire was announced by 
Pakistan’s foreign ministry after a 
week of  violence between the two 
neighbours that flared after explo-
sions in Kabul and elsewhere in Af-
ghanistan that were blamed on Paki-
stan.  The Taliban government in 
Kabul launched an offensive along 
parts of  its southern border in retali-
ation, prompting Islamabad to vow a 
strong response of  its own.

Islamabad has accused Afghani-
stan of  harbouring militant groups 
led by the Pakistani Taliban (TTP) on 
its soil, a claim Kabul denies.With 

both countries on edge, plumes of  
black smokke were seen rising above 
Kabul after the two blasts in the Af-
ghan capital on Wednesday evening, 
AFP reporters said.

Taliban government spokesman 
Zabihullah Mujahid said an oil tank-
er and a generator had exploded, 
sparking fires, although he did not 

explicitly link the blasts to the clash-
es with Pakistan.

However, a Pakistani security 
source told AFP that Islamabad had 
carried out “precision strikes” in the 
Afghan capital.

Ambulances raced through Kabul 
and shattered glass from damaged 
buildings littered the streets, AFP 
saw. Taliban forces also cordoned off  
some city streets. The ceasefire was 
announced by Islamabad barely an 
hour later. Taliban authorities in Ka-
bul ordered the army to respect the 
ceasefire. Pakistan’s military earlier 
accused the Afghan Taliban of  at-
tacking two major border posts in 
the southwest and northwest. It said 
both assaults were repelled, with 
about 20 Taliban fighters killed in at-
tacks launched near Spin Boldak on 
the Afghan side of  the frontier in 
southern Kandahar province early 
on Wednesday. AFP

A man, who was injured in the clashes 
between Pakistan and Afghan forces in border 
area, receives medical treatment at a hospital 
in Chaman | AP

Ruslan Stefanchuk, Chairman of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, 
addresses MPs and Peers in the Houses of Parliament, as an Iranian-made 
drone of Russian’s army goes on display at the Palace of Westminster, 
London |  AP
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 LR:  Light Rain  HR:  Heavy Rain  LS:  Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 29 19 SNY
Colombo 29 25 TDS
Dhaka 33 25 TDS
Dubai 44 28 SNY
Houston 30 23 TDS
Istanbul 33 21 SNY
London 20 13 SNY

Los Angeles 32 19 SNY
Melbourne 17 5 LC
Moscow 28 13 SNY
New York 26 15 SNY
Singapore 32 25 TDS
Toronto 23  13 SNY
Washington 26 14 SNY

WASHINGTON

THE Supreme Court is taking up a major Republican-
led challenge to the Voting Rights Act, the centerpiece 
legislation of  the Civil Rights Movement, that could 
gut a key provision of  the law that prohibits racial dis-
crimination in redistricting.

The justices on Wednesday are hearing arguments for 
the second time in a case over Louisiana’s congressional 
map, which has two majority Black districts. A ruling 
for the state could open the door for legislatures to re-
draw congressional maps across the South, potentially 
boosting Republican electoral prospects by eliminating 
majority Black and Latino seats that tend to favor 
Democrats.

A mid-decade battle over congressional redistricting 
already is playing out across the nation, after Presi-
dent Donald Trump began urging Texas and other 
Republican-controlled states to redraw their lines to 
make it easier for the GOP to hold its narrow majority 
in the US House of  Representatives. The court’s con-
servative majority has been skeptical of  considera-
tions of  race, most recently ending affirmative action 
in college admissions. Twelve years ago, the court 
struck down a key part of  the voting law requiring fed-
eral approval for changes in discriminating states. AP

SC revisits GOP challenges to 
Voting Rights Act provision

Germany pledges 
$2B military aid to 

Ukraine 
BRUSSELS: Germany on 

Wednesday pledged more than $2 
billion in military aid for Ukraine, 

as the government in Kyiv 
signaled that it would need $120 

billion in 2026 to stave off 
Russia’s nearly four-year all-out 

war. Defense Minister Boris 
Pistorius said that Germany 

would buy $500 million worth of 
US weapons for Ukraine under a 

new program to fast-track 
military equipment. 

Syria’s interim 
leader meets Putin 
in Moscow
MOSCOW: Syrian interim President 
Ahmad al-Sharaa held his first 
visit to Moscow, meeting Vladimir 
Putin to discuss bilateral ties and 
cooperation. Despite backing 
ousted Assad for years, Russia 
now engages with Syria’s new 
leadership, aiming to secure its air 
and naval bases. Al-Sharaa 
emphasized historic relations and 
Syria’s dependence on Russian 
energy, while Putin praised Syria’s 
recent parliamentary elections.


