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14 dead
in a mine collapse in El Callao, Venezuela 
after torrential rains hit the southeast region

 LR:  Light Rain  HR:  Heavy Rain  LS:  Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 29 19 SNY
Colombo 29 25 TDS
Dhaka 33 25 TDS
Dubai 44 28 SNY
Houston 30 23 TDS
Istanbul 33 21 SNY
London 20 13 SNY

Los Angeles 32 19 SNY
Melbourne 17 5 LC
Moscow 28 13 SNY
New York 26 15 SNY
Singapore 32 25 TDS
Toronto 23  13 SNY
Washington 26 14 SNY
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GAZA CITY

AFTER the release of  the last 
living hostages and Palestin-
ian prisoners and detainees, 
the tenuous ceasefire in Gaza 
was holding Tuesday while 
questions remain over other 
key parts of  a US plan for the 
region.

The long list of  uncertain-
ties includes when Hamas 
will return to Israel the bod-
ies of  the 24 hostages be-
lieved to be dead in Gaza, 
and Israel’s insistence that a 
weakened Hamas disarm. 
The future governance of  
Gaza is also unclear.

Gaza’s Health Ministry 
said Tuesday that the bodies 
of  three people killed by the 
Israeli military in the north-
ern part of  the territory 
were taken to Al Ahli hospi-
tal. The Israeli military said 
troops there had “opened 
fire to remove the threat” of  
several people approaching 
them and not complying 
with orders to stop. It didn’t 
immediately comment on 
any casualties. The ceasefire 
agreement calls for Israeli 
forces to pull back to where 
they were in August, before 
launching their latest offen-
sive. Gaza’s Nasser Hospital 
said Tuesday it received the 
first 45 bodies of  Palestini-
ans who had been detained 
by the Israeli military since 
the October 7, 2023, Hamas-
led attack that triggered the 
war.

The bodies were handed 
over by the International 

Committee of  the Red Cross 
as part of  the Israel-Hamas 
ceasefire agreement. A total 
of  450 bodies were to be re-
turned to Gaza from Israel, 
the hospital said.

The hospital said some of  
the bodies showed signs of  
torture and having their 
hands bound. It was not im-
mediately clear when or how 
they died.

On Monday, the last 20 liv-
ing hostages were released 
to Israel in exchange for 
1,808 Palestinian prisoners 
and detainees. Hamas is yet 
to return the remains of  24 
hostages under the ceasefire 
deal. Palestinians who were 
freed in past exchanges have 
reported frequent beatings, 
insufficient food and depri-
vation of  medical care in Is-
raeli prisons. A 2024 U.N. re-
port said that since October 
7, 2023, thousands of  Pales-
tinians have been held arbi-
trarily and incommunicado 
by Israel, often shackled, 
blindfolded, deprived of  
food, water, sleep and medi-
cal care and subjected to tor-
ture or degrading treatment. 
Israel maintains that it fol-
lows international and do-
mestic legal standards for 
the treatment of  prisoners. 

Far-right Israeli National 
Security Minister Itamar 
Ben-Gvir, who is in charge of  
prisons, has repeatedly 
boasted of  making prison 
conditions for Palestinians 
a s  h a r s h  a s  p o s s i bl e  
while meeting the letter of  
the law.  AP
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GAZA TRUCE HOLDS AMID HOSTAGE, PRISONER SWAP
Last living hostages return to Israel, bodies repatriated, but future of Gaza remain uncertain

Hamas forces back  
on Gaza streets
Hamas security forces were tightening their grip on Gaza’s
ruined cities Tuesday even as global support mounted for 
a US-backed deal that would see them disarmed. When 
bus loads of prisoners freed from Israeli jails arrived in 
Gaza on Monday, fighters from Hamas’s Ezzedine 
al-Qassam Brigades provided crowd control. In the north 
of the territory, as Israeli forces withdrew from Gaza City, 
the Hamas government’s black-masked armed police 
resumed street patrols. Meanwhile, a Hamas security unit 
has been conducting operations against armed clans and 
gangs, some alleged to have Israeli backing.

Buses carrying freed 
Palestinian prisoners 
drive past destroyed 
buildings in the Gaza 
Strip after their 
release from Israeli 
jails, in Khan Younis, 
southern Gaza Strip 
(inset) Donald Trump 
delivers a speech 
at the Gaza Peace 
Summit at the Gaza 
International Peace 
Summit, in Sharm el-
Sheikh, Egypt |  AP


