
Israel’s defence 
minister vows to 
destroy Gaza City
Israeli Defence Minister Israel 
Katz vowed Friday to destroy 
Gaza City if Hamas did not agree
to disarm, release all remaining 
hostages in the territory and 
end the war on Israel’s terms. 
“Soon, the gates of hell will 
open upon the heads of 
Hamas’s murderers and rapists 
in Gaza—until they agree to 
Israel’s conditions for ending the 
war, the release of all hostages 
and their disarmament,” the 
minister posted. “If they do not 
agree, Gaza, the capital of 
Hamas, will become Rafah and 
Beit Hanoun,” he added.

GAZA CITY

THE United Nations officially de-
clared a famine in Gaza on Friday, 
blaming “systematic obstruction” 
of  aid by Israel during more than 22 
months of  war, with Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu swiftly 
dismissing the findings.

Netanyahu, whose defence minis-
ter meanwhile threatened to expand 
the offensive, rejected the UN-
backed report as “an outright lie”.

Hamas urged the United Nations 
and UN Security Council to “stop 
the war and lift the siege”, calling 
for unrestricted access for food, 
medicine, water and fuel.

The Rome-based Integrated Food 
Security Phase Classification Initi-
ative (IPC) said famine was affect-
ing 500,000 people in the Gaza gov-
ernorate, which covers about a fifth 
of  the Palestinian territory, includ-
ing Gaza City.

Israel has pressed ahead with 
plans to seize Gaza City despite an 
international outcry, saying that 
taking the territory’s largest city is 
key to defeating Hamas.

The IPC projected that the famine 
would expand to Deir el-Balah and 
Khan Yunis governorates by the 
end of  September, covering around 
two-thirds of  Gaza.

With the vast majority of  the ter-
ritory’s population displaced at 
least once, the UN said nearly a mil-
lion people currently live in Gaza 
governorate. UN agencies and aid 
groups had warned for months of  a 
looming famine in Gaza, where Is-
rael has severely restricted aid and 

at times completely cut it off  during 
its nearly two-year war with mili-
tant group Hamas.

COGAT, an Israeli defence minis-
try body which oversees civil af-
fairs in the Palestinian territories—
including coordinating aid to 
Gaza—argued that the IPC’s find-
ings rely on “partial data and unre-
liable sources”. 

UN aid chief  Tom Fletcher said 
the famine was entirely preventa-
ble, saying food could not get 
through to Palestinians in need “be-
cause of  systematic obstruction by 

Israel”. UN Secretary-General An-
tonio Guterres called for a cease-
fire, saying: “We cannot allow this 
situation to  continue with 
impunity.”

UN human rights chief  Volker 
Turk said it was “a war crime to use 
starvation as a method of  warfare” 
—a charge for which the Interna-
tional Criminal Court in November 
issued an arrest warrants for Netan-
yahu. In a statement, Netanyahu 
said “Israel does not have a policy 
of  starvation”, citing figures on aid 
it had allowed into Gaza. AFP
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Famine declared in Gaza for first time
Largest city faces extreme hunger, likely to spread without ceasefire and aid. 
Israel calls starvation reports lies by Hamas

Demonstrators block a highway and burn an installation of a Shabbat dinner table demanding 
the immediate release of hostages held by Hamas and calling for the Israeli  government to 
reverse its decision to take over Gaza City |  AP
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$  $783 million
cut in research funding by Donald Trump 
gets the US Supreme Court’s backing 

 LR:  Light Rain  HR:  Heavy Rain  LS:  Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 36 23 SNY
Colombo 31 27 LC
Dhaka 32 27 LR
Dubai 44 35 SNY
Houston 35 26 SNY
Istanbul 29 23 SNY
London 30 19 TDS

Los Angeles 27 17 SNY
Melbourne 16 6 SNY
Moscow 28 16 LC
New York 32 22 SNY
Singapore 34 27 SNY
Toronto 29  15 LC
Washington 36 25 SNY
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WASHINGTON 

THE Trump administration 
said on Thursday it is re-
viewing more than 55 mil-
lion people who have valid 
US visas for any violations 
that could lead to deporta-
tion, part of  a growing 
crackdown on foreigners 
who are permitted to be in 
the United States.

In a written answer to a 
question from The Associ-
ated Press, the State Depart-
ment said all US visa hold-

ers, which can include 
tourists from many coun-
tries, are subject to “contin-
uous vetting,” with an eye 
toward any indication they 
could be ineligible for per-
mission to enter or stay in 
the United States.

Should such information 
be found, the visa will be re-
voked, and if  the visa hold-
er is in the United States, he 
or she would be subject to 
deportation.

Since President Donald 
Trump took office, his ad-

ministration has focused on 
deporting migrants illegal-
ly in the United States  
as well as holders of  student 
and visitor  exchange  
visas.

The State Department’s 
new language suggests that 
the continual vetting proc-
ess, which officials acknowl-
edge is time-consuming, is 
far more widespread and 
could mean even those ap-
proved to be in the US could 
abruptly see those permis-
sions revoked. AP

US reviewing all 55 million 
visa holders for violations


