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Road damaged by Cyclone Fengal yet to be fixed
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Dharmapuri

NINE months ago, during Cy-
clone Fengal, a segment of  a 
road collapsed near Bandhara-
halli Lake. While temporary 
repairs were done, no perma-
nent solution was provided, 
and commuters say the road 
could collapse at any time.

The Bandharahalli lake road 
in Karimangalam was con-
structed by the state highways 
department, connecting the 
taluk headquarters and mar-
kets to ensure easy commute. 
In early December last year, 
during the onset of  the Fengal 
cyclone, a segment of  the road 
collapsed, and nine months lat-
er, the road poses a safety haz-
ard, as it could collapse further 

any time. Local residents urged 
the state highways to take steps 
to renovate the road.

Speaking to TNIE, A Murug-
esan from Karimangalam, said, 
“It is surprising that the road 
remains intact. When it rained, 

most parts of  the road eroded, 
and the road was damaged. 
Even now, barricades have been 
placed by the police, warning 
oncoming traffic to stop. Nine 
months ago, the state highways 
made temporary repairs using 

sandbags and logs to hold the 
road in place, but this is insuf-
ficient and could collapse.” 

Another resident in the area, 
RP Sivalingam, said, “We have 
TNSTC buses, cars, two-wheel-
ers, and trucks using this road 
daily. On the southern end of  
the road lies a 100-foot-deep 
well; if  it collapses, it will lead 
to fatalities. Further, this road 
connects Karimangalam, Pan-
nanthur, Arasampatti, and 
many people use this. There-
fore, we urge the state highway 
department to take steps to ren-
ovate the road and ensure peo-
ple’s safety.” 

When TNIE reached out to 
officials in the state highways 
department, they said they 
would conduct an inspection 
and take necessary steps.

18 escape with injuries as private bus 
rams into compound wall near Hosur
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Krishnagiri

A private bus from Bengaluru 
to Kundukottai met with an ac-
cident near Hosur Sipcot on 
Thursday afternoon. The pas-
sengers sustained minor inju-
ries and no casualties were 
reported. 

Police sources said, the pri-
vate bus was en route to Kundu-
kottai from Bengaluru when its 
front tyre burst near Hosur Sip-
cot. Driver K Mani (36) of  Kun-
dukottai, lost control of  the ve-
hicle, causing it to veer off  onto 
two service roads and collide 
with a private company’s com-
pound wall.

Out of  the 25 people on board, 
18 sustained minor injuries 
and one K Rasathi (50) of  Dhar-
mapuri suffered a leg fracture. 
Passersby and Sipcot police 
quickly transported the injured 
to the Government District 

Headquarters Hospital in Ho-
sur. Most received first aid as 
outpatients and were subse-
quently discharged.

Police sources added that the 
bus driver’s actions prevented 
a more severe accident on the 

Krishnagiri-Bengaluru nation-
al highway. The Hosur Traffic 
Investigation Wing is currently 
inquiring into the incident. 
Based on a complaint from Ra-
sathi, police have registered a 
case against the bus driver.

Child marriage victim’s ‘husband’ booked under Pocso
KRISHNAGIRI: After a 16-year-
old child expelled a dead foe-
tus, her husband, a 24-year-old 
man near Nagamangalam was 
booked under sections of  the 
Child Marriage and Pocso Act 
at Denkanikottai AWPS on 
Tuesday night. 

On Tuesday, TNIE carried an 
article titled ‘New case of  Aad-

haar tampering for child mar-
riage emerges’, which said that 
a 16-year-old girl near Naga-
mangalam was married by 
tampering with her date of  
birth on Aadhaar, and during a 
health checkup, it was found 
that she had an Intrauterine 
Fetal Demise (IUFD). Her rela-
tives initially refused to admit 

her to the hospital, but the 
same day, she was admitted to 
Government Krishnagiri Med-
ical College Hospital for treat-
ment, and she expelled an IUFD 
foetus on Thursday. 

Following the issue, based on 
a complaint lodged by the so-
cial welfare department, Block 
Extension Officer of  Kelaman-

galam, Komala, Denkanikottai 
AWPS booked a case under sec-
tions 5 (i), 5 (j) (ii), r/w 6 (1) of  
the Pocso Act on Tuesday night 
and section 9 r/w 10 of  the Pro-
hibition of  Child Marriage 
Act. Police are yet to arrest the 
accused. 

The minor’s health condition 
is stable. 

TNSTC buses skip Kovai village 
due to caste bias: SC residents
N  D H A M O T H A R A N  @ Coimbatore

PEOPLE belonging to Sched-
uled Caste (SC) residing in 
Anna Nagar are alleging that 
officers of  TNSTC Coimbatore 
are favouring caste Hindus by 
not operating two corporation 
buses to the village (Anna Na-
gar), where 300 SC families re-
side, from Kembanur, located 
near Thondamuthur in the dis-
trict. Although they have not 
lodged a formal complaint, 
Dravidar Viduthalai Kazhagam 
(DVK) has already petitioned 
the district administration in 
this regard. However, the DVK 
is yet to get a response.  

When TNIE recently visited 
Kembanur, people said that due 
to caste discrimination, caste 
Hindus do not allow two buses 
(21 and 21B) to enter Anna Na-
gar, located just 400m from 
Kembanur. They alleged that of-
ficers of  the TNSTC and local 
politicians are supporting this.

P Dharmaraj (name changed) 
in Anna Nagar told TNIE that 
even after relaxation of  Cov-
id-19 restrictions in 2021, caste 
Hindus did not allow all corpo-
ration buses to operate. “After 
protests, a few buses were al-
lowed, but only during morning 
and evening,” he said. “When 
SC people board a bus from 
Anna Nagar, most of  them are 

seated. But when caste Hindus 
embark on it along the way, they 
have to stand, which they can’t 
stomach, especially when SC 
people are seated. For this, with 
the support of  politicians and 
TNSTC officers, they managed 
to divert two buses for their ex-
clusive use,” he added.

N V Nirmal Kumar, a func-
tionary of  Dravidar Viduthalai 
Kazhagam, told TNIE, “While 
doing survey on this allegation 
in Anna Nagar, we found that 
buses were not allowed into the 
area citing caste discrimina-
tion. Though we have already 
submitted a petition in this re-
gard, the district administra-
tion is silent on this. This shows 

the officers’ casteist mind, he 
said. 

A top officer from Ukkadam 
branch 2 bus depot told TNIE 
that they cannot do anything 
about extending bus service to 
Anna Nagar because there is a 
caste issue. He said that they op-
erate some buses, such as 21 B 
and 64D, without affecting Anna 
Nagar residents.

Another officer from TNSTC 
Coimbatore region told TNIE 
that he would enquire into this 
matter. District Collector Pa-
vankumar G Giriyappanavar 
told TNIE that he would look 
into this matter. Necessary ac-
tion will be taken if  such griev-
ances are reported, he said.

Man arrested for issuing 
hoax bomb threat
Dharmapuri: A 45-year-old man 
was arrested by Marandahalli 
police for issuing a hoax bomb 
threat on Wednesday. On Tuesday 
night, the police control room in 
Chennai received a call alerting a 
bomb threat at Marandahalli 
police station. The call was made 
by a 45-year-old man from 
Ponmudi in Gujjarahalli village. 
Subsequently, a police team held a 
detailed check on the premises of 
the police station and identified 
that the call was a hoax.  ENS
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WITHOUT HARD WORK, NOTHING GROWS 
BUT WEEDS ❯ GORDON B HINCKLEY

NAME CHANGE
     I, S.RAVIKUMAR S/o.  
A.V.Shanmugam, DOB : 
24.01.1984 residing at Door 
No. 4/346, Valluvar Colony, 
Thathampatty, Salem 
- 636 014, Tamilnadu, 
shall henceforth be known as 
RAVIKUMAR A.S.

S.RAVIKUMAR
Salem, 21.08.2025

VEHICLE MISSING
Vehicle Number TN 93 9672, 
Mahindra Xylo, White colour was 
missed in Coimbatore before 7 
years. The same was informed to 
District Crime Branch, Coimbatore 
and Cr. No. 01/2019 was filed. 
If anyone knows the details 
about the vehicle kindly contact 
8610648526 (owner) or CCB-1, 
Coimbatore (9498172260)

CENTRAL UNIVERSITY OF TAMIL NADU
(Established by an Act of Parliament, 2009)

/ Neelakudi
/ Thiruvarur - 610 005

/ Email : recruitmentteaching@cutn.ac.in

/ RECRUITMENT ON TEACHING POSTS
. / Rolling Advertisement No : CUTN/T/01/2025

/ Application link: cutnrec.samarth.edu.in

/ Opening of Samarth Portal:
00:00 hrs 18-08-2025

/ Closing of Samarth Portal:
23:59 hrs 17-09-2025

CBC 21299/12/0003/2526
Sd/-

/ REGISTRAR

www.cutn.ac.in
Central University of Tamil Nadu Invites 
applications for direct recruitment on various 
teaching posts. For further details, interested 
cadidates may visit www.cutn.ac.in.


