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TOXIC CLAIM | Retd army man consumes poison, collapses at
CM'’s Janata darshan, names BJP MLA in complaint

Ex-soldier’s poison

Biswajeet Banerjee
LUCKNOW

High drama unfolded at Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath’s Ja-
nata Darshan in Lucknow on
Thursday after a retired Army
personnel arrived at the venue
claiming to have consumed poi-
son. The incident triggered
panic at the venue before secur-
ity personnel rushed him to the
Civil Hospital, where his con-
dition is reported to be critical.

The retired soldier has been
identified as Satbir Gurjar, a
resident of Siroli village under
Loni police station limits in
Ghaziabad. According to police,
Satbir told security staff that he
had consumed a toxic sub-
stance before coming to the Ja-
nata Darshan.

Confirming the incident, In-

panic at Yogi’s darshan

THELETTER

n his written complaint, re-
I covered by police, Satbir
levelled serious allegations
against BJP MLA from Ghazia-
bad, Nand Kishor Gurjar. The
letter claims that in April, the
MLA had organised a Kalash
Yatra with the alleged objective
of “toppling the government.”
Satbir wrote that he had ex-
posed the conspiracy on social

the MLA began harassing him.
“l was targeted and tortured
after revealing the truth. | had
no option left but to take this
extreme step,” the letter reads.
The complaint further men-
tions that Satbir had ap-
proached authorities several
times but failed to get relief,
forcing him to seek the Chief
Minister’s intervention.

media, following which, he said,

MLA REACTS

eacting to the charges, MLA Nand Kishor
Gurjar dismissed Satbir’s claims as base-

less and politically motivated. “l do not
even know this person, nor has he ever met me. If
he proves his allegations, | will quit politics. Pan-
chayat and assembly elections are near, and my
rivals have hatched this conspiracy,” Gurjar told
reporters. The legislator alleged that Satbir him-
self had a questionable past. “His brother’s video
had surfaced earlier, exposing how Satbir was
suspended from the Army in a fake recruitment
case. A murder case is also registered against
him and his son for killing a man and dumping
the body in a brick kiln. They even went to jail in
that case,” he said. The MLA further claimed that
Satbir was trying to forcibly occupy his brother’s
house, against whom a complaint was filed on
the CM portal. “The electricity department even
ordered disconnection of power supply in that
case. He has multiple cases against him. My
image is being tarnished, and to avoid jail, he is
levelling these false allegations against me,” Gur-
jar added.

spector Gautampalli Ratnesh
Kumar Singh said: “We have re-
ceived a complaint letter from
the retired soldier. An investiga-
tion is underway. His condition

is stable and he is undergoing
treatment at the hospital”

The incident has sparked
political chatter, with opposition
parties likely to seize the oppor-

tunity to question the function-
ing of Janata Darbars and the
seriousness of grievances
brought before the Chief Min-
ister.

PM to visit
Bengal today

PTI
KOLKATA

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will visit West Bengal on
Friday to unveil a string of in-
frastructure projects worth
over Rs 5,200 crore and ad-
dress a public rally in Dum
Dum near here in a politically
charged backdrop marked by
TMC's protests over alleged
harassment of Bengali-speak-
ing migrants in several states.

The prime minister will ar-
rive in Dum Dum on the
northeastern fringe of Kolkata
from Bihar and first partici-
pate in the inauguration of
three new Kolkata Metro pro-
jects before addressing the
party rally, a senior BJP leader
said. The tour comes amid a
row over constitutional
amendment bills pertaining to
the removal of prime minister,
chief ministers and ministers
after arrest on serious criminal
charges.

Slapped in class, student
returns with gun in lunch

box, shoots teacher

PTI
RUDRAPUR

A Class 9 student in Uttarak-
hand's Kashipur city allegedly
shot at his teacher inside the
school after being disciplined
by the latter in the class, police
said on Thursday. The juvenile
has been apprehended.

The incident took place on
Wednesday, when the student
shot at his teacher, Gagan
Singh (35), with a gun he had
hidden in his lunch box.

Police said that Singh sur-
vived the attack, as the bullet
hit his shoulder. He was taken
to a hospital, where doctors
removed the bullet after sur-
gery. He is out of danger now,
they added.

Preliminary investigation
revealed that a few days ago,
the 14-year-old student was
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FIR against

Rahul’s driver
after Bihar
Police constable
hit during Yatra
scolded and slapped by his
teacher for indiscipline, which ~ PTI

angered him, and he took this
step.

After questioning the stu-
dents and confirming the inci-
dent from the CCTV footage, a
case of attempt to murder was
registered against the teen-
ager, and he was detained, said
Abhay Pratap Singh, Kashipur
SP. The accused is expected to
be presented before the Juven-
ile Justice Board soon.

Police revealed that during
interrogation, the student also
shared information regarding
the source from where he pro-
cured the weapon.

Following the incident, the
'Public School Association'
kept all CBSE board-recogni-
sed private-public schools in
Udham Singh Nagar district
shut on Thursday.

NAWADA (BIHAR)

An FIR has been registered
against the driver of Con-
gress leader Rahul Gandhi's
vehicle, which had hit a po-
lice constable in Bihar's Na-
wada district during the
'Voter Adhikar Yatra' two
days ago, police said on
Thursday.

The police constable fell in
front of Gandhi's vehicle on
Tuesday while the Congress
MP was passing through
Bhagat Singh Chowk during
the ongoing yatra.

"Yes, a case has been regis-
tered against the driver.
Further details will be made
known in due course”, Na-
wada SP Abhinav Dhiman
told PTI over the phone.

Madras HC upholds IIT-M sexual harassment inquiry

IANS
CHENNAI

The Madras High Court has
refused to interfere in disci-

plinary proceedings initi-
ated by the Indian Institute
of Technology-Madras (IIT-
M) against one of its profes-
sors, who was found guilty
of sexually harassing a

woman student by the insti-
tute’s Complaints Commit-
tee Against Sexual
Harassment (CCASH).
Dismissing the writ peti-
tion, a bench of Justice N.

Anand Venkatesh observed
that the report of the
CCASH was only a fact-find-
ing document and could not,
by itself, be a ground to ap-
proach the court.
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